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Compleat i in Three PARTS. 
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Love, dos Meter, . a 1 Blaze * 
Or treads thro various Skies a wand ring Maze : 
| - Begot by Fancy, and by Fancy led; 
| Here in a Moment, in a Moment fed: 7 
But fix d by Obligations, it will laſt ; 
For Gratitude the Chara that binds it faft. 
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iy Dedication. _ 


Above all, who can read without being inſpired 
with uncommon Delight, ber maternal Tenderneſs for 
little Victorinus, when ſhe deſcends to ſuch mean 
Offices ſo unſuitable to her Birth, or the Delicacies 
of her Frame and Education? Tet in that Diſtreſs | | 
her Character is the moſt exalted, as if her noble 1 
Mind ftrove by thoſe intolerable Difficulties to 
make him ſome amends for the Severity of Fortune, 
in the cruel Inhumanity of a Father, and her too 
fond Credulity. * 
But tho I am willing to expreſs with what Plea- 
ſure I have been agreeably amuſed ſeveral Hours in 
reading your delightful- Works, I am ſenfible it 
has, and ought to be the Theme of a Judgment much 
better Skill d, with a Genius infinitely more refined 
than mine; Not but I will venture,with a prophetick 
Boldueſs, to aſſure you, that incomparable Play you 
were pleaſed to ſhow me part of in Manuſcript, will 
be eſteemed by the moſt excellent Judges, a match 
leſs Piece, and make your Fame as immortal; | tho” 
in a different way, as the never-dying Sapho. + 
Al Thave mentioned of your Perſectiont, is al- 
ready conſpicuous to the World, but the affable Po- 
litenefs of your Converſation, is what only can be 
known, and enjoy d by an Intimate; and indeed 
that excellent Good-Breeding ſo apparent in your 
Writing, adds an uncommon Luſtre to your other 
good Senſe, which is ſtill greater, by being joined to 
ſuch an open Candour and Sincerity, by which the 
Rough and Unpoliſh'd often endeavour to atone for 
their want of that Accompliſhment. I am, with 
that Reſpect due to your extraordinary Merits, 
| MAD AM, . 
Your moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 


MA. 4. 


H E Politer Part of the World 
N were aſſembled in Gardens of 
dhe Royal Palace to view each 
other, and the gay Beauties of 
the Spring, which then began to 
throw forth all her Sweets; ten 
different Objects attracted the Sight, 

throꝰ the ſpacious Walks; Brilliants, and the 
more ſparkling Shine of Lovely Eyes, created 
a bright Track reſembling the Milky-Way, and 
Beauty ſhew'd itſelf in all the various Changes 
which Time makes, from the opening Bud of 
early Touth, to its falling Autumn ; nor did that 
lovely Goddeſs vary leſs in her many Arts to 
engage, than thoſe whom cruel Time had 
cauſed ſuch ill-natur'd Diſtinctions between: 
for there you might at once behold, according 
to their peculiar Genius's, the indolent, the 
haughty, the condeſcending, and the lively Co- 
quet, that by a thouſand airy Affectations in- 
vited to the Chaſe thoſe who wanted only A- 
e B muſement, 
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reply'd, Beauty like theirs will never offend me, 


2 The Prvvpe. 


muſement ; whilſt the ſevere Prude, with ſullen 
Bluſhes, and now and then an unaware Glance, 
bid the Beholder to more ſolid Joys. 

Nor were the Gentlemen leſs skill'd than 
the Ladies, either in the Art of Dreſſing, or 
Affectation, it being ngw- a- days the molt pow- 
erful Magnetick by which the Fair and Brave 


ſtrive to attract each other: but, as it has been 
_ obſerv'd, that Valour is always more eſteem'd 


by the Softer Sex than Wiſdom, ſo it is certain 
in this Aſſembly there were more 4 ur'd than 
wiſe Looks. gong” 2 at 

Of the firſt Stamp is Polonius; his chief 


Accompliſhment is an inimitable Aſſurance, the 


Indulgence of a great Perſon who, was. fond. of 
his "childiſh Prattle, contributed towards his 
attaining ſo high a Perfection that way 5 None 
ever had ſo ready an Art as hou rawing 
into the Cheeks of the Fair the fineſt Vermi- 
Hon, tho it is not in the power of human Art 
to ereate the leaſt Tincture in his. It was in 

this gay Aſſembly he attack d two young La- 
dies, in the company of another more advanc'd 


in their Looks at his looſe Nonſenſe, ſhew'd 
they were not ſo refinedly bred, as to enter into 
a faſhionable Parley ; till Emelia, the eldeſt, per- 


in Years. The conſcious Shame that appear'd 


ceiving the Company began to obſerve them, 


turn d to him, and with Looks which expreſs'd 
her Reſentment much more than her Words, 
ſaid, Sir, have theſe Ladies or I given you any 
Offence, that you preſume on theſe unuſual 


Liberties with us, who do not expect this ſort 


of Treatment from one that has the appearance 
of a Gentleman ? To which the confident Youth 


if 


The PRU Dx. 3 
if they have but the Gogd-nature delightfully 
15 beak the” Wounds e Eyes haje es 
| 1. has been very offenſive; to themſelves, an- 
fwer'd Emelia, in a more angry Accent than before, 
ſince it has cauſed you to treat U im a 
manner they are Strangers to, and deſire {till 
to continue ſo. You may perhaps be miſtaken, 
reſum d he pertly, and the Tee may not de- 
fire to continue ſo ignorant as you would per 
ſuade them: And why then, all d he, are you 
ſo cruel to hinder me from imparting that hap- 
py Knowledge to them, I am ſenſible your La- 
dyſhip's Experience can · be no ſtranger; to ? 
Egmelia, ſtung to the quick at this Inſolence, 

told him his 'Tutor ſhould be acquainted, with 
his audacious Follies, to prevent his receiving 

> ſevere  Chaſtiſement. eife-where.. The bald 

Polonius finding by Emelia's laſt Reply ſhe knew 
more. of him dan his Dreſs, was juſt return» 
ing her a, ſhocking, Anſwer, when Lyſander, 
(tho? a Stranger) approaching Emelia with an 
Air. of Reſped, faid, Ladies, be pleas d o 
ive me leave to wait on you to your Coach, 
She Bes offering him ber Hands they ens 


ne Paces from eine, who: they Jef mee 
tering his diſappointed Reſentment, in a Tote 


ne 
ſome what more, cautiouſly. When Liſandas 4 
addreſſing himſelf to Enel, faid, Madam! 
took the liberty, ro approach you, as if ac- 
quainted, judging. it the moſt effectual way to 
free you from the Uneaſineſs which I perceiy 4 
the Indiſcretion of Polniut, occaſion d. We 


think : ourſelves. indebted. to ou, reply'd.. that 
Lady, for your uncommon Complaiſance, being 
too little uſed to the Town, to, enter a ſuch. 
- | w | wh 2 N 3 F e 


4 The PRU DE. 
Chevalier Converiation ; and indeed own I am 
ſo very ill bred, as to wonder how Women can 
poſſibly bear his. But let us leave this Place, 
continue ſbe, which is very unfit for us. On 
Which they quitted the Walks to go directly to 
their Coach, whither Lyſander attended them. 
Moft of the Diſcourſe thither was between 
him and Emelia; the reſpectful Diſtance with 
which he treated the Ladies, not at all aſſu- 
ming on the ſeaſonable Civility he had render'd: 
them, cauſed Emelia to expreſs herſelf in a 
manner ſo obliging, as ſnew'd ſhe was not in- 
ſenſible of the Favour, Decency ſeeming only 
to hinder her from deſiring to commence an 
Acquaintance with him: And Lyſander, who 

had full Modeſty enough for ſo accompliſh'd 
a Gentleman, thought he ſhowld'teſemble too 
much the confident. Polonrus, to make the leaſt 
Attempt that way. For tho* the Beauty of 
Bellamira (which was the youngeſt of the two 
Ladies that accompanied Emelia) had created 
ftronget Defires, and more violent Emotions in 
his Sopl, than be ever had been ſenſible of 
before; yet there was ſomething in Emelia thar 
made him timorous, and afraid to offend her 
by prefuming too far. Juſt as ſhe was ſtep- 


* * Y 


* 


ping into het Coach, the told Lyſander ſhe 
thought de Ladd apd herſelf ſo week oblig'd 
to him for 6 opportune a Relief, that ſhe 
was confident, ſhould either of their Families 
ever have the Happineſs © to know him, he 


woyld find their Acknowledgements equal to 
his Merits. ' On which Lyſander reply d, that 
he deſerved too little to recommend himſelf to ſo 
great an Honour, whatever his Ambition was; 
and with a reſpectful Bow withdrew, though -u 

TT 


The PRU PDE. 5 
fo perfectly comprehended Emelia's laſt Words, 
as to judge his Acquaintance would not be 
diſpleaſing, were it in his power to be intro- 
duced in a way fit for them to receive him. 
To that end, having firſt obſerv'd the Arms 
and Livery, he diſpatch'd a Courier he knew, 
there being Numbers who wait about thoſe 
Places, and are known to Gentlemen that fre- 
quent them; Lyſander ſtrictly charging him not 
to loſe ſight of the Coach, till Te had learnt 
all their Names, and where each one dwelt. - 
The Meſſenger ſoon diſpatch'd the Affair, 
with a Skill peculiar, ro that ſort of People ; 
and returning, came where Hſander appoint- 
ed, acquainted him the Coach went di- 
rectly home, Where he learnt from the Ser- 
vants themſelves, that Emelia was a Country 

Gentle woman, intruſted by the Parents of the 
young Ladies, who had been dead many Years, 
with the Care of their Education, becauſe 
ſhe was eſteem'd a very prudent Perſon, and 
Vas Miſtreſs of a great Eſtate ; that ſince then, 

Elifnda the eldeſt Siſter had a vaſt Fortune 
left her by a. Grandmother; and as ſoon as 
ſhe became of Age, ſhe had her own Equi- 
page and Servants, living by herſelf, tho now 
whilſt they ſtaid in Town they all were at 
Bellgrand's, Brother to Eliſinda and Bellamira. 
With this Account Lyſander return'd home, 
fully ſatisfy'd he had diſcover'd enough to 
find the means to be introduced to their Ac- 
quainrance, this Day's trifling Adventure hav-, 
ing made an unuſual Impreſſion on him. The 
Charms of Bellamira now ſupplying the place 
of balmy Reſt, which indeed were too power- 
ful to behold with indifference ; her Shape and 
6 Features 


9 
1 


rread with cautious Steps; that if he did 


6 The PR VDR. 
eatures being exactly form'd, with a Com- 

ſexion inimitable by Art: But where is 
the Titian Stroke, that can deſcribe her 
matchlefſs Mein, which at once inſpires Love 
and Reſpect, with an Innocence ſo perfect, 
that a Savage Heart might as well attempt 
to hurt à harmleſs Infant, as give her the 
feaſt ' Offence ; and if ſhe wanted the poig- 
nant Wit and lively Airs ſome are ſo agree- 
ably Miſtreſſes of, yet all ſhe ſaid was mixt 
with fach an oObliging Sweetnefs, - and her 
Words flow'd with fo ſoft an Accent, as with 
treſiſtible Force ſeizes on the Faculties, and 
quite diſarms the Mind, like the moſt harmo- 
nious Inſtruments, When rouch'd by skilful 
Hands. ” Tyfdniler had already gazed roo lobg, 
not to feel” all their Thfluence'; the pleaſing In- 
fection Had ſeig d too ſtrong, for any Difficuries 


or eve Difpair to cure, tho* he was. conſcious 


— 
. 


her” Birth and Fortune were far above his 
Hopes; nor was he infenſible that Loye and 
Ambition are the two fatal Paſſions that oftnex 
hurry Youth into irreparable Miſeries, than 
raiſe them to an envied Height; for which rea- 
ſon he reſolvd to curb the Reins of his, aud 
fall, 


C- 


it might be getitly and unperceived. Amid 


* * 


theſe various Reflections, he could determine on 


nothing more, but to further his irreſiſtible De- 


ſires of getting acquainted with the Ladies, 
and leaving tlie reſt to Fortune, which hither- 
to had favour d him in an extraordinary man- 
ner; he having been very liberally educated by 


a Gentleman chat gave no other reaſon for it, 


* 85 ee . TBE - 
than that his Father was his particular Friend, 
and as ſoon as he was capable, purchaſed him 

3 3 E 4 0 * e E 5 £4.54 | | a 
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The PRU DE. 7 
à very conſiderable Employment, ſtill keeping 
him in his Houſe as his Son. This Gentleman, 
whom I ſhall mention by the Name of Olarius, 
was the younger Brother of a noble Family; 
and having a Genius more inclined to Contem- 
plation than Activity, enter'd into Holy Or- 
ders, by which means he had a large Benefice 
to his own Fortune, which was not inconſide- 
rable for a younger Brother. He had all the 
Virtues and true Devotion which the World 
expect in a Clergyman, and reproach the 
want of, his Inſtructions being blended with 
as much good Manners as Senſe; and there 
appear d ſuch an affable Politeneſs in what - 
ever he ſaid or did, that the Young liſten d 
to him with Reſpect and Pleaſure: The Poor 
of all degrees were his Care; through his Houſe 
was ſeen an hoſpitable Plenty, without the 
leaſt mixture of Debauchery. He never mar- 
ried, which, ſome young Ladies related, in free- 
dom uſed to tell him, was owing to the per- 
verſe "Treatment of a Beauty he loved when 
younger. He had for Lyſander all the Ten- 
derneſs of à real Father, having brought him 
up from between two and three Years old, and 
indeed the Virtues and Ingenuity of that 
young Gentleman recompens'd his Care: but 
what. moſt ſurpriz d Lyſander, was, he never 
made the leaſt mention of his Parents or Re- 
lations to him, tho? he often took an opportu- 
_ nity, by expreſſing his Gratitude, to introduce 
a Diſcourſe that might lead Olarius to ſay 
ſomething of them ; but, on the contrary, he 
found he ſtill artfully avoided it. This was 
the ſtate of his Affairs when he firſt ſaw Bel- - 
lamira, whom he reſolved with all his _ 
- "= 
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dreſs to get acquainted with. He had often 
met Bellgrand in publick Aſſemblies, but had 
no particular Intimacy with him, which was 
owing to his not deſiring it; he knowing his 
Character and Turn of Temper too well to fear 
any great difficulty in the accompliſhing his 
new Deſign that way: tho' Bellgrand is ſo ex- 
treamly proud of being born to a great Eſtate, 
that he looks on all whom Fortune has not 
made ſo happy that way as himſelf, as if crea- 
ted with inferiour Faculties, and form'd of 
coarſer Materials, not that his Looking-Glaſs 
has not often convinc'd him of the laſt Error. 
However, ancient Birth, Titles, and a polite 
Education have all their force in making him 
think he is ſomething extraordinary, as indeed 
he is, his native Country having nothing in it 
but what is too low, too plain, and inſipid for 
his refin'd Genius; who has not a Picture in 
his Houſe, or a Statue in his Garden, which 
moſt of the Princes of Europe have not ſtrove 
by immenſe Sums to purchaſe, which he by 
out- bidding obtain'd. Youths as effeminately 
ſoft as thoſe that guard the Aan Fair, gaily 
dreſs'd in graceful Order, wait in each Apart- 
ment thro' which the Viſitants paſs. Muſick 
is his chief Delight, in which he has exqui- 
ſite Skill, and ſo nice an Ear, that the harſh 
Crack of a Country Fiddle has often made him 
ready to ſwoon ; which Accompliſhment Lyſan- 
der knowing, contriv'd it ſo as to make it the 
means of his obtaining his Deſigns on the La- 
dies: He having a Violin, which moſt of the 
great Artiſts in that heavenly Science eſteem'd 
ſo excellent in its kind, he took care to fall, 
as if accidentally, three or four times in Bell- 
| | grands 
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grand's way; where Muſick being at length 
the Theme, he mentioned the Excellence of 
this Inſtrument, which firing Beligraud im- 
mediately with a Curioſity to hear it play d 
on, he deſir d Lyſander to lat one of his Mu- 
ſicians try it. But the other anſwer'd him, 

That in a fow days Olarius intended to en- 
tertain ſome Ladies with a Piece, he believ'd, 
of good Muſick, in Concert with this Violin ; 
and he was confident that Olarius, as well as 
himſelf, would be extremely proud if he 
_ would honour them with his Company : which 

Bellgraud accepted, in 'Terms that ſhew'd he 

was obliged by the Invitation. 

Luſander, who had laid this Bait to com- 
mence an Acquaintance, reſolv'd to have a 

more powerful one to continue it; for which 
reaſon, he prevail 'd-on Olarius to invite Ari- 
ana, a great Fortune, to this Entertainment; 
knowing Bellgrand valued himſelf too much 
to look with regard on any Lady, who was 
not liberally endow'd with that Accompliſh- 
ment. Olarius, who had the Concert, in com- 
pliance to Lyſander* s Requeſt, left the or- 
dering of it intirely to him, who took care 
to have all things managed with a Politeneſs 
ſuitable to Bellgrand's refin d Taſte: Nor did 
he fail to omit one Opportunity of inſinua- 
ting all Ariana's Perfections, join'd with ſo 
vaſt a Fortune, which had the deſired Effect: 
for he was ſo tranſported with the Muſick, 
and her Charms, which ſhone thro' the ad- 
ditional Luſtre of ten thouſand Pounds worth 
of Jewels, ſo ſparklingly bright, not only to 
dazzle his Ty but all his es. 
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It was now that he began to think Lyſander 
a Perſon of nice Judgment, and wonder'd 
how it was poſſible he had not made an ear- 
lier Diſcovery of ſo many accompliſh'd Parts : 
He paid all his Devoirs to Ariana, who is 
prodigious fond of the Compliment, how de- 
ſpicably ſoever ſhe thinks of the Addreſler ; 
and with a ſecret Pride ſtrives to ingroſs all 
the Gallantry to herſelf, whilſt ſeveral diſ- 
contented Ladies ſurround her unregarded. 
This Humour of her's gave Bellgrand ſuch en- 
couraging Hopes, that never Man parted 
from Company better pleas'd than he; not 
but he felt himſelf a little enviouſly rouch'd, 
to find a plain home-bred Gentleman ſhould 
—4 almoſt as elegant a Taſte of living as him- 
ſelf. TESTER Wo 
The very next Morning he made Lyſander 
a Viſit, telling him he was ſo charm'd with 
Ariana, that he came to intreat his Aſſiſtance 
towards the obtaining her; which muſt be 
done, added he, by your influencing Olarius to 
be my Friend; who, I underſtand from Ari- 
ana, is particularly acquainted with her Fa- 
ther. Nothing could be more pleaſing to 
Lyſander, than this Diſcourſe of Bellgrand's ; 
who anſwered him, with a Promiſe of all his 
Intereſt in Olarius, it, when he had thought 
more ſeriouſly on it, he found himſelf inclin'd 
to purſue the Deſign. On this, Bellgrand took 
him in his Arms, proteſting- there was no- 
thing he more earneſtly defired ; and if he 
would but lend his Aid, he was ſure to ac- 
compliſh it, which would eternally bind him 
his Friend. Lyſander returning theſe Compli- 
ments with all Aſſurances on his fide, Bel/- 
7 | grand 


The PRUDE. II 
graud would not part with him that Day. 
They went out together; and after they had 
ſpent the Morning in the uſual Amuſements 
of the Town, Bellgrand carry'd Lyſander home 
to dinner with him. | 
It's now time to return to the Ladies: 
Emelia, who from the firſt Moment ſhe ſaw 
Lyſander, had taken an uncommon liking to 
him, did nothing but talk of him as ſhe was 
returning home, praiſing his handſome Addreſs, 
the Graces of his Perſon, and above all, his Mo- 
deſty and Reſpe& : In ſhort, ſhe ſaid ſo much 
to his advantage, that the Ladies began to 
rally her, by telling her it ſhe had been as 
young as the handſome Stranger, they ſhould 
have ſuſpected ſhe was fallen a little in love 
with him. To which Emeliu anſwer'd, I 

know not but I might; but as it is, were his 
Birth and Fortune ſuitable, I ſhould wiſh he 
were a Husband to Bellamira, whoſe Hap- 
pineſs I deſire equally with my own. Bell- 
grand had been in the Ladies Apartment that 
Morning, before he went to Lyſander, and 
told them how agreeably he was entertain'd the 
Night before by him, of whom he ſpoke ſo ad- 
vantageouſly, as raiſed a Curioſity in the Ladies 
to ſee him. But Emelia was pleaſingly ſur- 
priz d, when, being ſoon after brought, ſhe 
found he was the ſame that not a Fortnight be- 
fore had freed them from a troubleſome Adven- 
ture ; and approaching him with an Air that ex- 

preſs'd her Satisfaction, ſaid, Sir, I promis'd if 

ever we had the happineſs to be acquainted 
with you, you ſhould not find us inſenſible of 
the Obligation we then receiv'd: And Iam cer- 


tain, continu d ſhe, Bellgrand has too great an E- 
| C 2 e 
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ſteem for Lyſander, not to be infinitely pleas'd 
to find it is to him he owes the Protection of 
his Siſters. Lyſander, arm'd for this Encoun-. 
ter, expreſs'd a Surprize equal to that of the 
Ladies, returning the Compliment with how 
much he thought himſelf honour'd in ſerv- 
ing Perſons of their Merit, and Bellgrand's 
Relations: the young Ladies, joining the Diſ- 
courſe, Bellamira told him with an Air of 
Sweetneſs peculiar to her, on his terming of 
the Service he had render'd them as a Trifle, 
it was a Civility none there had the Good- 
Nature to attempt beſides himſelf, At Din- 
ner the Converſation was wound up to a 
very agreeable Height ; Emelia was never 
heard to talk fo gaily bright as then, and Ly- 
| Jander convinc'd the whole Company he had 
a Genius that deſerved to be regarded by the 
politeſt Part of Mankin c. 

Emelia, before they parted, let him under- 
ſtand his Viſits would not be diſpleaſing to 
her, which was thoroughly delightful to Ly- 
ſander; for, beſides the hopes of ſeeing Bella- 
mira, in whom all his Deſires were center'd, 
yet he found in himſelf a Regard for Emelia ; 
which, tho” it could not be Love, had ſome- 
thing too reſpectfully tender for even Friend- 
hip, mix'd with an Awe and Fear, to offend 

er. : >, 

The Lady's Viſiters beginning to come, 
Lyſander withdrew with Bellgrand ; who rene w- 
ing his Sollicitations concerning Ariana, he pro- 
mis'd ſpeedily to open the Affair to Olarius; 
which, ſaid he, as ] deſire it ſhould prove ſuc- 
ceſsful, I muſt try to inſinuate with ſome Arti- 
hce, which, I am certain, will be neceſſary to 

IJ 
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| incline him to move in it, becauſe he is very 
cautious of meddling in any one's Affairs, eſpe- 
cially Marriages ; not that I-intirely deſpair of 
prevailing on him: and ſo, for that Day, took 
his leave. 

Lyſander did not fail in the leaſt Tittle of 
his Promiſes to Bellgrand ; he ſoon ſpoke to 
Olarius, repreſenting to him the Advantage 
of Bellerand's Birth, which was much ſupe- 
riour to Ariana's ; beſides a conſiderable Eſtate 
in that Family, ſhe would have no Exam- 
ples which were not of the ſtricteſt Virtue z 
making large Encomiums on the Merits of 
Emelia and Bellamira : but for the Piety and 
Devotion of Eliſinda, it was known to the 

whole Town : adding, In his private Opi- 
nion, he thought Le Merchant, the Father of 
Ariana, ought to eſteem himſelf honour' d in 
the Alliance of ſuch a Family as Bellgrand's. 
"Theſe Reaſons, with the Influence he had on 
Olarius, eaſily inclin'd him to ſpeak to Aria-- 
na's Father about it, who was pleaſed with 
the Offer ; and Lyſander carried the delight- 
ful News to Bellgrand, before he imagin d he 
had ſo much as mention d it to Olarius. The 
intended Bridegroom met the Father at 
his Houſe, a Treaty of Marriage went on 
between the two Families, with a Succeſs 
equal to the Lovers Wiſhes; and Ariana, 
whoſe Ambition was fully gratify'd by this 
Match, receiv'd Bellgrand's Viſits by the Com- 
mand of her Father, now only waiting the 
Lawyer's ſettling the Jointure and other Wri- 
tings. | 
In the 1 interim, the Ladies who were brovgtit 
| acquainted on this occaſion with each other, 
deter- 
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determin'd to go together to the Maſquerade, 
except Eliſinda, whoſe ſeeming Piety was of 
too pure a Strain to admit a Thought of her 
entering into ſuch a Place ; for which reaſon, 
the ſame Day, as ſoon as ſhe had dined, ſhe 
retired with Haniſſa her Friend, to a little 
Seat ſhe had three Miles out of Town, there 
to give a greater Looſe to their Contempla- 
tions; but of what ſort, the Reader will eaſi- 
ly judge, by the following Relation, being 
forc'd to traverſe backwards into this Lady's 
Hiſtory, before ſhe can be brought into the 
Scene of preſent Action. e 
Eliſfinda is tall, her Shape free and eaſy, 
with a Complexion of the pureſt White, with- 
out the leaſt Tincture of Red; her Hair is 
of that golden Colour ſo celebrated in the 
Poets Songs, with Features but indifferent; 
her Eyes, moving with a heavy Deadneſs, 
are generally fix'd on the Ground, with ſo 
conſcious a Shame, as if afraid to advance 
their Lids, as dreading to encounter Looks 
too amorous, and too warm for ſo cold Cha- 
Kity and ſo ſtrict a Virtue, as that which ſhe 
profeſſes. This exceſſive Modeſty in her Looks 
is correſpondent to all her outward Actions, 
each Week ſeveral Days are ſet a-part for Prayers 
and Faſting ; and ſuch is her Abhorrence of 
Vice, that no Perſons of what Quality ſoever 
are admitted within her Doors, that have the 
leaſt Taint on their Reputations. Then to pre- 
vent the Scandals of the Malicious, her Chap- 
lains are always old, and only come at fix'd 
Times to perform their Office: Tho' Emelia's 
real Virtues were the Original from whence 
ſhe ſo artfully copy'd all her ſeeming ones; 
| yet 
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| yet ſhe carry d her'sto ſo great a Height, that 

| the other, like a feeble Light, appear'd al- 
molt extinguiſh 'd by the Attraction of her 
ſuperiour Brightneſs. 
Eli finda” s great Fortune, hich is already 
mention'd, left by a Grandmother, occaſion'd 
her being deſir'd in marriage by a number 
of conſiderable: Families, which ſhe till re- 
fuſed ; fearing, as ſhe ſaid, that in this lewd 
irreligious Age i it would be impoſſible for her 
to find a Husband, that in the leaſt could 
match her exalted Virtues: But alas! how 
different were the real Sentiments of her 
Heart, being fill'd with Deſires quite con- 
trary to all this outward Piety? It is not to 
be determin'd whether it be owing to her 
Conſtitution, that certainly has more Fire in 
it than is natural to ſo cold a Climate, or 
the good Inſtruction of Saniſſa, who has 
exPErienc 'd as many Lovers as Religions ; ſhe 
is a diſtant Relation to Eliſinda, and from her 
early Youth they were Companions. She had 
not been with her long, before one of Eli- 
finda's Footmen captivated her, more by the 
manly Beauties that appear'd thro his whole 
Frame; than by the Delicacy of his Features, 
or the Excellency of his Underſtanding.” She 
generoully experienc'd him firſt herſelf, and 
then perſuaded Elifinda to partake of the 
extatick Pleaſure: All the happy Moments be- 
tween the Lover and the Ladies were at 
Emelia's Houſe ; tho? the Secret was divulg'd 
to none, Staniſſa was too cunning to let even 
a truſty Chamber-maid into it: for the Lover 
having the Freedom of the lower part of the 


een as ſoon as the Family were wrapt in 
ſound 


ſound Sleep, he without Shoes, in a white 
Sheet, took his ſilent Walks up an unfrequen- 
ted Pair of Stairs, which for many Years had 
been eſteem'd haunted. He was once or twice 
met by ſome of the Servants, which had this 
happy Effect for the Lovers, that on the moſt _ 
emergent Occaſions none of them could be 
prevaiFd on to go nigh that part of the Houſe 
after it was dark: Nay, Bellgrand himſelf, 
who came to ſee his Siſters after his Travels, 
and had heard ſeveral unaccountable Stories, 
which the Peoples Fears had magnify d, tho 
he ſeem'd then to turn it into ridicule ; yet 
they made ſo great an Impreſſion on him, 
that one Night, returning late from the Gar- 
den, as the neareſt way to his Apartment, 
he went up theſe Stairs; where, meeting this 
Picture, it ſo dreadfully frighten'd him, that 
he fell in a Swoon, and had like to have 
dy'd for want of Help. ' Tr 
This rather increas'd their Mirth, than 
cauſed them to be the leaſt alarm*'d, not but 
they pretended a Fear greater than the reſt, 
_ eſpecially the Fellow on whom no Bribe could 
prevail to go nigh that Part of the Houſe 
after it was dark ; yet it's certain he often 
felt ſecret Fears of meeting in reality what 
he but repreſented. However, he was ſo 
aw'd by their Power, and flatter'd by their 
Gifts, as not only to be ſecret, but faith- 
fully divided himſelf between them, till he 
fell into a Conſumption, of which he dy'd ; 
his charitable Miſtreſs, in her great Com- 
paſſion, having a tender Care taken of him, 
being even at the Charge of ſending him a 
great diſtance for the change of better _—_ 
| 325 a 
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The Pr to find her Repuration had ſo happy 
an Eſcape, very much ballanc'd the loſs of him 
who ſhe for ſome time paſt had eſteem'd a uſe- 


leſs Lover; and now being at age, by the 


Advice of Staniſſa, ſhe choſe to live by her- 


| ſelf, to be under the leſs reſtraint, not omit- 


ting the ſetting up an Equipage, tho very 
unuſual in a Lady ſo young: yet her pru- 
dent Conduct, with Virtues ſo excelling, was 
ſo far proof againſt every Scandal, that the 
Young and Gay look'd on her with Fear and 
Envy, hearing eternal Reproaches from'their 
Parents and grave Relations, for being want= 


ing in thoſe pious Perfe&ions which ſhone 


I b 
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ſo confpicuouſly in all her Actions. 

This exalted Character, her great Fortune, | 
with a Perſon: tolerably handſome, in ſpite 
of all her Repulſes, created a Crowd of Ma- 
trimonial Lovers, that ſtrove who ſhould be 
the happy Man that might obtain the Honour 
of being bound in her golden Chains. A- 
mongſt theſe numberleſs Lovers, there was 
one whoſe ſoft pliant Temper ſhew'd more 


of a ſweet Diſpoſition, than any great Depth 


of Underſtanding. This was the only Per- 
ſon Elifinda ever had thoughts of making a 
Husband, which ſhe imparted to Stanifſa, 


with the Reaſons that induc'd her, (as hav- 


ing already had ſome Proofs of Pregnancy.) 
Such a Husband might not be amiſs to fa-- 
ther her Children: But Saniſſa, who at that 
time was better acquainted with Mankind 
than herſelf, told her, Marriage would be a 
Bane to all her Happineſs; For a Husband, 
ſaid ſbe, is too near a Spy, on your Actions, 


let his 2 be ne'er ſo, weak, for you 
| 9 poſſibly 


ay. Az; 3 ** 
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poſſibly;to amuſe him with thoſe gilded ſhows 
of Virtue, which. eaſily paſs on the diſtant 
World; he has a Right to exact from you 


where: you go, and how long you ſtay, and, 


on the leaſt Suſpicion, you muſt move like 
Clock-work at his Will and Pleaſure. You 
have now, added ſhe, no other Care than thar 
of inyenting, ſome Fe Buſineſs to em- 
ploy your People when you have not a mind 
they ſhould be prying into what you are 


his Seryants, and to conceal from him, you 
muſt. lie more open to them. Now ſhould 
they diſcern any thing, the fear of being 
turn'd out of doors will make them blind as 
you, could :wiſh ; but when they know there 
is a Power ſuperiour to-your's, if you do not 
humour their Inſolence, and gratify their 
greedy, Covetouſneſs, which will grow daily 
on them, they'll firſt. whiſper it round to his 


Relations, who will irritate him to bring you 
to publick Shame; and in his great Genexoſity, 


perhaps he may be brought to allow you one 
per Cent. out of your own Eſtate. - Beſides, 
purſa d Staniſſa, ſhould that Miracle happen 
of neyer being diſcover d, do not imagine his 
Folly will be any Security for his not wan- 


dering. Fools have no Idea beyond | Senſa» 


tion, which muſt be gratify d by Variety; 
he'll ſoon loath that conſtant inſipid Feaſt of 
a Wife, and on ſome unknown Flirt, laviſh. 
not only the Love that ſhould be.your's, but 
your very Fortune muſt go to make the gaudy 
Thing, with an Equipage, ftare you in the 
face; whilſt, without hope of Redreſs, you 
muſt then in earneſt fiy to your Cloſet, and 

FRET . pray 
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pray for Patience; and there are too 
Griffels in this Age, for you to expect by all 
theſe Sufferings to have your Name chanted 
in Engliſh Ballads, or more melodious Songs 
by the Haliauſ: No, cominu'd ſhe, the Wo: 
man that expects Happineſs in Marriage, 
muſt have an Underſtanding as conformable 
to that of her Husband, as Echo is to the 
Sound; ſhe is only to think the ſame thing 
o'er again, he has thought before; and love 
him with ſo entire a Fondnefs; as to imagine 
his very Follies ſuperiour Perfections to tlie 
reſt of Mankind. eee 00797. 0% iin 
. Elifinda was ſenſible there was too much 
Reaſon in what Kaniſſa ſaid, not to divert 
her from every Thought of Marriage, reſolu- 
ing from that moment, like the great Q 
Elizabeth, to have it writ on her Marble Mo- 
nument, She dy d a ſpotleſs Virgin. 1 
Thus all her diſcarded Lovers were left 
to comfort themſelves under ſo great a Diſ- 
appointment, according to their ſeveraſ In- 
clinations, though it's certain moſt of them 
choſe! rather to forget her by the help of 
ſparkling Champain, than in diſtracted Plaints 
mourn. her Lofs by the ſoft Murmurs of a 
filver Stream. Stanorius happening to be in 
company with ſome of theſe: deſpairing Swains, 
heard them curſe their rigid Fate, and-het 
more rigid Scorn; at the ſamè time admiring 
the exalted Virtue which had blaſted all their 
ambitious Deſires. He, on the contrary, had 
met ſuch reſiſtleſs Succeſs in all his Adven- 
tures with the Fair, as fix d in him a general 
ill Opinion of their Chaſtity; tho* he had as 
- uncontroul*d'a _— in Love as War, _ 
5 7 2 4 E 
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he always foften'd his Addreſſes with-ſo much 
good Manners, that imperceptibly he gain'd 
their Hearts. It was impoſſible for him to 
hear ſo much talk of Elifnda's cold Indiffe- 
rence,” without being fired with a defire to 
try-if ſhe could: prove a Rock againſt all his 
artful Batteries: he had ſeen her, and fancy'd 
there was too knowing a Modeſty in Che 
Looks. Beſides the common ill Opinion, his 
own Experience had convine' d him, her co- 
lour'd Hair was rather a Symptom of Flames, 
tures; and Darts, than ſo much Ice. He 
had the Skill to turn himſelf into every ſort 
of Lover, agreeable to the Nymph in purſuit; 
and imagining the way to prevail on Eliſinda, 
if at all, would be in the following manner; 
accordingly contriv'd, in an unknown Hand; 
to ſend her this Letter, "07,419 
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Anka, Oh 
HE. 3 wich mia you hes 
> juſtly treated all who have preſum'd 
© |to* court your Fortune, under the ancient 
© honourable Pretences of Matrimony, ſhews 
ou have a ſteadier Courage, and Genius 
« "exquiſitely more refin d, than the reſt of your 
es of 
But tho whe ain Eh da: deſpiſes thoſe 
2 | ſordid Wretches, are there no Hopes for him 
who only ſeeks your lovely Self? I am con- 
fident that you, who have ſo nice a Diſcern- 
ment, and have ſquar'd your Actions with | 
ſo ſolid, ſo excellent a Judgment, muſt have 


a hens form'd of es and warmer Mate- 
| 8 | rl . 
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© rials, than appears in thoſe frozen Loeks. 
Lies, Eliſinda, your happy Lover would en- 
Joy Delights as far above what all your 
= © Sex can give, as your Underſtanding is ſu- 
© periour to their's. What Bliſs then muſt 
he be fill'd all o'er with, that can preſs you 
* cloſe, cloſe to his fluttering Heart! The 
© very thought makes- me ready to run mad, 
and do extravagant Things to obtain you. 
Did J not know it were the certain way to 
* loſe you for ever; I (wear by the Honour 
that to a Soldier is ſacred, no Tortures, nor 
* Pleaſures, ſhall force me to reveal the leaſt 
*. Favour the lovely Eliſinda ſhall beſtow : 
Then throw off the Diſguiſe, and receive 
a Lover that loves, adores, and doats with- 
out the leaſt view of Intereſt ; for I, alas 
am already gall'd with a Matrimonial 
Chain: but eternally, by Inclination, will 
be your's.” SRD 195113. 02 22087 
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Never was Surprize equal to that of Eli- 
finda's on her reading this Letter; ſhe imagi- 
ned it was ſent. to affront her, and concluded 
ſome of her ſecret Rambles with Staniſſa were 
diſcover'd, having had no particular Amour 
ſince the loſs of him on whom ſhe beſtow?'d the 
glorious Prize of Virgin Honour. What moſt 
Z amaz'd her, was, how poſſibly the Perſon that 
ſent the Letter, ſhould be ſo perfectly ac- 
Z quainted with the very Sentiments of her 
Soul: ſhe flew with it to Staniſſa's Chamber, 
to try if ſhe could unravel the meaning ; 
who, after ſhe had read it over three or four 
times, told her ſhe thought there appeared 
more of a bold irregular Paſſion, than any de- 
a 0 OY ſign 


ſign of Ridicule, or Affront: however, added 
ſhe, ſend. an Anſwer negligently ſcornful, 
inſtead of reſenting Anger; but on Enquiry, 
they found the Meſſenger ſtaid for none. She 
took 1t to her Cloſet, where the oftener ſhe 
peruſed it, the more ſhe deſir d to know the 
pleaſing Author, having hitherto only taſted 
the groſſeſt part of Love; contrary to her Sex, 
Who with the loſs of their Innocence deſcend 
by degrees to that Meanneſs ſhe begun with: 
of her matrimonial Admirers, were too inſipid 
for her Ladyſhip's high Guſt; yet ſhe ima- 
gined unknown Joys, in a Lover that would 
ſeize her like a bold Raviſher fired with eagerer 
Deſires than What were meerly owing to Con- 
ſtitution Nor was it long before her Wiſhes 
were accompliſh'd; for within two Days Sta- 
norius dent a Letter by one of his own Ser- 


» 


vants to this effe&. 7 ag 


STANORIUS to ELISIND4. 
I believe your Ladyſhip within this three 
1 days received a Letter of ſuch a Nature, 
as none ever preſumed, on the like to you 
before; if you pleaſe, T will puniſh the 
„ Offender for you, or pur it in your power, 
© by acquainting you whoſe is, to treat him as 
* you ſhall judge he deſerves. ©. 
I lͤcsobur Ladyſhip's 
1 moſt Obedient 
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| Stanorius was not without the Reflection, 
that if Eliſinda was in reality ſuch as ſhe ap- 
peared, he ſhouſd hear from her by a grave 
Relation; which if he did, he reſolv'd to lay 
it on a young Gentleman that was lately run 
mad, and the firſt Symptoms that diſcover'd his 
being infected with that Diſeaſe, was writing 
of Letters to Perſons of Quality, whole 
Names were only known to him. At firſt they 
determined to have -ſent a Relation, when 
conſidering it more cloſely, ſhe and Staniſſa 
reflected, he was really galled with that Clog 
of Matrimony fo heavily complained of in the 
Letter, they wondered a Man of Pleaſure 
ſhould be ſo buſy in what fo little concerned 
him, he being very ſlightly acquainted with 
them ; beſides, his Morals were known to be 
too looſe, to make Things of this nature a 
grave Buſineſs ; all which Circumſtances caus d 
them to miſtruſt he was the Offender, who 
would put himſelf in Ekfnda's power, to be 
treated as ſhe ſhould judge he deſerved: Which 
made them preſently reſolve, Saniſſa only 
ſhould viſit him from her. What inclined them 
ſo willingly to enter into a Correſpondence with 
him, they were ſenſible, tho* very uncommon, 
3 he always had the ill Nature to leave the 
Ladies at the trouble of expoſing them- 
_ without contributing in the leaſt his 

N ICT ˙ < Cram 

- The very next Morning Staniſſa viſited him, 
and in violent Terms exclaimed againſt the 
inſolent Preſumption of him, who dared to of- 
fend Eliſinda's chaſte Thoughts by ſuch an in- 
decent Treatment. The Crime, anſwer d Smg- 
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norius, were unpardonable if known ; but as 
it is, added be, I hope the Fair Elifnda is not 
much offended. No |! replied ſhe ; how can you 


imagine ſhe does not reſent it, as the moſt egre- 


gious Affront that could be offered her? And 
how is it poſſible, continued Staniſſa, it ſhould 


not be known ſince it has already reach'd you, 


and no doubt, by the ſame means will ſpread 


thro' the whole Town? My being acquaint- 


ed with it, reſum'd Stanorius, has no more dan- 
ger in it, than if I had told my ſelf I adored 
the lovely Elifnda. On hearing this, Staniſſa 
ſtarted, expreſſing a great Surprize: but he 


purſuing the Diſcourſe, ſaid, I am the guilty 


Offender, and theſe Gentlemen (putting into 
her Hand a Purſe of a hundred Pieces) in- 
treat you not only to plead to Elifnda for 
Pardon, but to tell her my ardent Love could 
know no reſt till J fold her thus; and then 


embracing her in the moſt paſſionate manner, 


that ſhe began to think him a Lover wor- 
thy of Elifinda, they ſoon perfectly ' under- 
ſtood each other. All ſhe now ſtagger'd at, 
was: Reputation, and the fear of her being 
expos'd, which Stanorius diſpers'd by bitter 
Imprecations, wiſhing he might be blaſted 
with the Character of Coward, and Fool, if 
he ſo much as whiſper'd it to the Winds: No, 
ſaid he, I adore: her as much for the Excel- 
lency of her Underſtanding, as all her other 
Charms; ſhe has a refind Genius beyond 
her Sex, Who generally are ſuch Fools to give 
up every Pleaſure for this one: She knows 
how to enjoy each, whilſt, with inſulting. 
Pride, ſhe tyrannizes o'er the fond Girl, that 
perhaps for a Song, or the amorous Nonſenſe 
— i 
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olf a well-dreſs'd Beau has loſt all the regular 
Happineſs of Life; then ſhe can tower it with 
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the ſelf· denying Dames, who rail at others for 


that which with ſuch difficulty they reſtrain 
themſelves. adage jo; ee 


Confirm'd in her Opinion of this Secrecy; 
ſhe return d to Eliſinda, to whom ſhe related 
all that paſs d, except the Purſe; which inſpir d 
her to ſay ſo much to his advantage, that 
Elifinda ſoon agreed to a Meeting, and a Day 


| of Devotion was ſet apart, which ſhe went to 


perform with him, they liking each other ſo 
well, that he continu'd her Lover till his Em- 
ployment called him out of the Kingdom. 
He was the beſt Gallant for Saniſſa that ever 
Elifnda had; for his liberal Preſents, join'd 
with hers, made her a Fortune not inconſide- 


rable. Stanor ius, faithful to his Promiſe of 


Secrecy, after a whole Winter of Love, con- 
tinu'd ſo paſſionately fond of Elifinda, that 
when ſhe went to Emehia's, which ſhe con- 


ſtantly did every Summer, ſtaying about three 


Months, he made a Viſit to the neareſt Ac- 
quaintance he had in that part of the Coun- 
try, which, tho' full twenty miles diſtant, he 
frequently rid it to and fro in a Night; ſhe 
giving him a Key to the Garden- Door that 
was nigheſt her Chamber, to which he mount- 
ed by a Ladder of Ropes. It's certain ſtolen 
Pleaſures are the ſweeteſt, for had Elifinda 
been eaſier of Acceſs, ſhe probably would 
have worn the Willow much ſooner, as ſeveral 
beautifuller Ladies had done fucceflively be- 
fore, by his inconſtant Changing. 
One Night, expecting him, ſhe retir d 
earlier than uſual, under pretence of pers 
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forming her Evening-Devotions. The Ser? 


vant that was ſent to the next Town to fetch 
the Letters from the Poſt, happening to return 
later than ordinary, Emelia receiving one from | 
Bellgrand, in which was ſomething of Impor- 
rance, that ſhe imagin d proper to acquaint 
Eliſinda immediately with, ſhe went to her 
Chamber - Door, where rapping pretty loud, 
Elifinda was forced to flip on her Night- 
Gown, and let her in; but the Confuſion that 


appear d in her Looks, for fear he ſhould come 


in the mean time, caus'd Emelia to ask if ſhe 
was. well. I am frighten'd, ſaid ſpe (juſt then 
beginning to hear the ' Noiſe he made in 


mounting, which ſhe eaſily diſtinguiſh'd, tho 


too little for the other to perceive) for I dreamt 
Thieves were breaking into my Apartment 
when you wak'd me. She ſpoke this in a very 
loud Accent, in hopes he would have heard her; 
but Kanorius was too intent on the pleaſing 
Buſineſs he came about to mind it, and throw- 
ing up the Saſh,” took Emelia about the Neck, 
(her Back being towards the Window) kiſſing 


her with the eager Tranſports of a 'famiſh'd 


Lover. Ar which Elfnda immediately fell a 
crying, Thieves Thieves! —Murder |—— 
Murder ranorius preſently took the Hint, 
and flung himſelf down the Badder, whilſt 
Elifinda, in her great Fright, puſnh'd Emelia 
from the Window; and, letting down the 
Ladder, renew'd her Screams, by ſaying, Take 
the Ladder up! Take it up! He turn'd and 
obey'd her, immediately making off; ſhe ſtill 
continu'd her Outeries, as if confus'd in her 


Wits, holding Emelia ſo faſt, that ſhe could 
neither let the: Servants in, nor tell them 


what 


1 1 2 * 


i what the Matter was for a conſiderable time, 
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ſill roaring out, the Garden was full of amd 


2 Men. She faid fo on purpoſe to have the 


Garden ſearch'd firſt, knowing he would ſoon 
get from thence, and- whilſt they were em- 
ploy'd there, he might get off unperceiv - 
The Servants having examin'd the Houſe, 
Gardens, and neareſt Roads, without finding 
the leaſt Track of Man or Horſe, imagin'd 
the Ladies out of their Senſes, or elſe had ſeen 
a Spirit; tho* Emelia was convinc'd, by his 


| manner of accoſting her, it could not be the 


laſt ; which, join'd with every Circumſtance, 
caus'd her ſoon to gueſs what ſort of Rob- 
bery he came on. Elifinda*s Confuſion, her 
Dream, with her loud Relations of it, and 
what follow d, occaſion'd her calling to mind, 
that not long before a Countryman, going out 
early on his Morning-Bufineſs, found a Horſe, 


with handſome Furniture, tied to a neigh- 
bouring 'Tree, and on Inquiry it was diſco- 


ver'd to be a Gentleman's at ſome diſtance, ſup- 


EZ pos'd to be ſtolen out of the Stables, and left 
there on ſome occaſion by the Thief, or perhaps 


a Fright, join'd with the Care Elifnda took to 
hold her ſo faſt, that ſhe could neither ſtir 


to the Window nor the Door, while the Ser- 


vants ſtrove in vain for Entrance ; all which 


Emelia put together, not at all to Elifinda's 


advantage, to whom ſhe took no other No- 


© tice, than on hearing her People ſay, Whar a 


happy Eſcape they had! She anſwer' d, No, 
we preyented their Theft for this time. Which 
Expreſſion, though it ſtung Elifnda to the 
quick, ſhe had too much Diſcretion to ſeem 
to underſtand ; not but this Accident ſo 
E 2 alarm'd 
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alarm'd her, that, by the help of Staniſſa, ſhe * 
let him know ſhe could no longer receive his 
Midnight Viſits: on which he return'd to 
Town, and ſhe found in leſs than three 
Weeks a plauſible Excuſe to follow him ; her 
Siſter Bellamira always ſtaying with Emelia, 
to whoſe Wiſdom. Elifinda paid the Compli- 
ment of her improving more than. with. her- 
ſelf, though the real Motive was very diffe- 
rent; for the early Spring of that young 
Lady, promis d too rich a Summer of Beauty 
for her to behold without Diſcontent and 
Envy: She was not ignorant one tolerably 
handſome, accompany'd only with the Ugly 
or the Old, has ſome Influence; whil& ſuch 
ſuperiour Charms as Bellamir a*s mult needs 
eclipſe her inferiour ones, as ſhe after found 


o 


to her Coſt. _ 705 
Before the end of the next enſuing Win- 
ter Kanorius was called out of the Kingdom 
by his Employment, and -Elifnda a ſecond 
time left in a widow'd State; the Succeſs | 
ſhe hitherto had in concealing her Intrigues, | 
made her more venturous, not that as ſhe in- 
creas d in Vice ſhe did not pretend to do ſo in 
Vertue: and that excellent Satire which the 
ingenious Lord Rocheſter writ many Years ſince 
on a Lady of the ſame Stamp, may juſtly be 
e 
So wel the Spirit and the Hleſb agree, 
Tuſt and Devotion, Zeal and Letchery; 
, Of what importaut Uſe Religions made | 
By thoſe that wiſely drive the cheating Trade! 
A, Wines prohibited ſecurely paſs, 
, | Chauging the Name of their own native . 
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SY Vice grows ſafe, dreſs'd in Deuotion's Name, 
Unqueſtion*d by the Cuſtom-bouſe Fume. 
Mpbere- euer ſo much Santtity you ſee, 2547 
Be more ſuſpicious of hid Villa: 
WWhoſe-ever's Zeal is than his Neigbbour s more, 
Man, ſuſpet# him Rogue; if Woman, W=——. 


Her next Lover, for it would be endleſs 


to relate all the Rencounters ſhe and Sta» 


niſſa had with accidental ones, was a broken 
Tradeſman, the Exceſs of whoſe Lewdneſs 
had ruin'd his Fortune. If there be any 
thing in Sympathy, of which the Ingemous 
have writ ſo many learned Volumes, it is 


certain ſhe felt ell its Power on the ſight of 


Thomaſo, who happen'd to be talking to her 
Lace-man, as ſhe paſs'd by in her Chariot ; 
yet, in that flight view, he made too great 
an Impreſſion for her to reſiſt the new-born 
Deſire ſhe had to know him. She ſtopp'd 


her Coach (perceiving he left the Perſon 


he was talking to, without minding her ;) and 


under pretence of having ſome Lace ſent to 


her, enquir'd who he was that then parted 
from him: But on hearing his wicked Cha- 
racer, ſhe expreſs'd her Deteſtationꝰ in ſuch 
Terms, as could leave no ſuſpicion of her 
Inclinations. And having learnt as much of 


him as ſhe wanted, ſoon went to the moſk 


diſtant Part of the 'Town from where ſhe 
dwelt, in a Habit that ſhew'd more of plain 
Plenty, than the Grandeur ſhe liv'd in; ſend- 
ing from a publick Houſe to ſpeak with him, at 


firſt pretending ſome trifling Buſineſs, where 


ſhe entertain'd him ſo well, he was not long 
inſenſible of her Meaning, the Quickneſs of his 
1 1 5 ED y Parts 


30 The PRuD E. > 
Parts lying chiefly that way; who was ſo 
ſucceſsful in the happy Art of pleaſing her, that 
three whole Days and Nights were employ'd 
in Love, before they could refolve to part: 
all which'time, Staniſſa was left to the care 
of amuſing her People with her being out of 
town. At parting, ſhe gave him a Purſe, in 
which was a liberal Preſent to his Wants; 
then ſettling Affairs ſo, as often to meet by 
appointment, ſtill taking care to ſupply him 
with juſt enough to ſupport him, but no- 
thing more; whilſt the expectation of attain- 
ing to higher Pay, made him do Wonders in 
| FSereces fs nr vent + WO ORE” 
One Evening, as they were a-bed, ſhe hap- 
pening to fall aſleep, he ſoftly flip'd her 
Pockets from under the Pillow, where -ſhe 
always carefully laid them. The Motive 


— 
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4 which induc'd him to do it, was, to enquire 
# the ſtrength of her Purſe, that accordingly 
| | he might enlarge his Diſtreſſes; where he 
[ | found, to his great Amazement, a Letter di- 
q rected to Eliſinda, with the Copy of her An- 
=  ſwer, in the ſame hand ſhe uſed to write to 
1 him; the fight of which caus'd him to faney 
5 his broken Fortune reſtor d with advantage, 
| tho Experience convinc'd him other wiſe. With 
} great Caution he laid the Pockets from 
„ whence he took them, reſolving certainly to 
= know if ſhe was really Elifinda, before he 


would diſcover his knowledge to her, till 
then never taking her for better than a rich 
Tradeſman's Wife, which ſhe by a thou- 
{and Artifices had endeavour'd to make him 
believe, enlarging on the Difficulties wor 
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"The PRUDE. 31 
which ſhe ſtruggled to procure him fo much 
—ͤ BD 97” ene 
_ ... Thomaſo did not reſt after this Diſcovery, 
till he enquir'd what Church ſhe - uſed, it 
being impoſſible for him to ſee her in any 
other place; when he-was ſoon convinc'd Eli- 
finda and his unknown Miſtreſs were the ſame: 
which put all his little Wits to work, to 
contrive how he ſhould acquaint her with 
his knowledge of it, being ſenſible ſne would 
be irreconcilably angry with him, ſhould ſhe 
miſtruſt his preſuming to touch her Purſe 3 
ſo great an Awe had the power of her Gold 
over him, contrary to the Nature of his Sex. 
But in the midſt of theſe Meditations, he 
was unhappily ſeiz d by a Creditor,” and 
clapt into Priſon, where he ſoon made a 
Confidant, to whom he imparted this Secret; 
it being often the nature of wiſer People 
than himſelf, in deep Diſtreſſes, to lay 
open all their Affairs and Expectations, in 
hopes to find in others that lucky Advice 
they imagine themſelves incapable of. He 
was perſuaded, the ſpeedieſt way of redreſs 
would be to ſend directly to Elfinda : And 
that the Reader may have a better Idea of 
this pious Lady's Taſte in a Lover, the fol- 
lowing Words are exactly the ſame which he 


ſent to her on this occaſion. 


Dear and Highly-honoud Lad, N 
M I Hope your charming, charitable Ladyſhip 
66 AL 2 / ener 

4A will pardon this Preſumption in your 
profound Adorer, for ſending ſo directly 
45 to your good Ladyſhip. My dear Maranda, 
or rather, divine Eliſinda, I have long con- 
er rg * ceal'd 


The PRUD E. 


a 1 of offending my lovely Cyprian Queen,by 
© letting her know her Divinity was reveal'd to 


© her Adorer ; which -now, by an unhappy 


Embaraſſment, I am forc'd to divulge to your 
© fair Ladyſhip, becauſe I fear ſo much time 


mould elapſe, as might make an Eclat a- 
© mongſt my Ceditors, on hearing of my un- 
© fortunate- Seizure, which happen'd  Yeſters» 
* day-exattly at the Hour of One, ſhould Thave 
© ſtaid ti I had let my dear Maranda know 


© this! cruel | Diſaſter, which mult inevitably 


© detain her dying Lover from her, with a 
© tefider extatick Rapture, which ſhe can 

< elegantly diſtinguiſh.: Unleſs my ſhining 

© Maranda will ſtir up in your Ladyſhip the 
*. remembrance of thoſe thrilling Joys, which, 

£ Itruſt, will incline your -Ladyſhip-to pity 


- [this nw CEP the State my 


Dar TY. F 
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Ve P. 8. The Debt is Thirty Pounds : Dear 
charitable Lady, don't let me ſtay a 
© Moment after the receipt of this; bee 
* conſider my uneaſy © ___— till 
I ſee your adorable Self | 


Had Elifinda been ſtruck lect with a 
Thunder-Bolt, ſhe could not have been more 


ſtupidly amaz d, than for ſome time ſhe was 


on reading this Toner When a little reco- 
vered, 


r Secretary e r 
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vered, ſhe went immediately to her u 15 
Oracle, to conſult what was to be done. 

niſſa, who was never pleaſed with this rg 
trigue, told her, ſhe lock d on his finding 
her to be Elfinda, as the moſt unfortunate 
Accident that could befall her. Your: Repu- 
tation, ſaid ſhe, now lies at the mercy of a 
needy. Fool, whoſe Vanity, you may. depend 
on it, will expoſe you to the inferiour World 
= of his Acquaintance; and, if you do not 
ſupply his Wants more largely than you have 
hitherto done, will do ſome impudent thing 
to blaze you amongſt thoſe, of your on 
Sphere. Elifinda, extremely griev d and per- 
plex'd, reply d, Reproaches are in vain, let 
us try, with our beſt Skill, to manage this 
Affair: which, whether it was owing to her 
'Tenderneſs for him, or her Fear, ſhe was 
for having done by gentle Means. Stauiſſa 
violently. oppos'd her owning herſelf to, him. 
After much debating, it was reſoly'd Elifnda 
ſhould order the Meſſenger to be ſent-for up, 
and Staniſſa repreſenting her, anſwer him; 
which ſhe did, by telling the Bearer the Per- 
ſon was cithee miſtaken, or out of his Senſes ; 
tho, on hearing his unfortunate Circumſtances, 
to ſoften; the Rigour of her other 'Treatment, 
ſhe beſtow'd a RE Charity, on him, 
Kill inſiſting on the Miſtake, tho ſhe keps the 
Letter. 

Thomaſo's  high-flown, Hopes were all dif- 
pers d when the Meſſenger. return d with this 
account: ſometimes he thought of m * 
and openly expoſing her; but there was 
ger in this Attempt, ple it would 


old, 
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Gold, which was his only Aim. However, 
before he could fix on what to do, Elifinda, 
never deſigning to let him run to Extremes, 
went to the Houſe where they ſhould have 
met by. appointment; had not this Accident 
happen'd to him; and, ſhewing a very great 
Uneaſineſs at his not coming,” ſent to en- 
quire for him, where ſhe imagin'd ſooneſt to 
hear of his Misfortune; which having learnt, 
ſhe immediately diſpatch'd' a Letter to him, 
bemoaning, in very tender Terms, his un- 
happy Fortune, promiſing all her Aſſiſtance, 
at the ſame time complaining. how little was 
in her power, tho „ the could do 
mould be wanting. 

This ſurpriz d Thomaſo to ſuch a * 
he doubted his Eyes, and all his Senſes; not 
but it convinc'd him, to continue his know- 
ledge of Eliſinda, would loſe him the Friend- 
ſhip of Maranda, whoſe Favours he was forc'd 
to receive, as ſhe was pleas'd to beſtow em, in 
the deſperate State he was at preſent. After 
ſhe had amus'd him for above twenty Days 
with Hopes and Fears, with much' pretended 
difficulty ſhe at laſt releas'd him, on condi- 
tion he would quit the Kingdom ; with an 
additional Sum which ſhe gave him, that ſhe 
might have time to recruit this extreme Ex- 
pence, as ſhe ſaid, before he went. She took 
her leave of him, without ſeeming to have 
the leaſt knowledge of the Letter ſent to 
Elifinda; which he, for fear of giving of- 
fence, made no mention of. They *parted 
from each other with all the tender Endear- 
ments uſual between the fondeſt Lovers; 

Sta- 
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r her great Wen ſeeing bim ſafe 
boar * 

This happen 4 "nigh the time when Emelia 
and. Bellamira came to town to ſtay the Sea- 
ſon, Emelias regard for that young Lady 
having drawn her thither, which ſhe had nor 
been nigh for fifteen Months before ; and if 
the pF nes of Polonius made any Impref- 
ſion on them, in relation to Iyſander, it had 
more powerful Effects on El lifinda, on his own 
ſcore, who was ſo extremely charm'd' with . 
his agreeable Confidence, as ſhe term'd it, 
that no reſpect to her idol Repuration could 
in the leaſt reſiſt her impetuous Inclination. 
Staniſſa, violently againſt it, laid open to her, | 


in vain, all the Difficulties; He will infallibly 


know you, ſaid that ſubtle Woman and, wit 
pride, blaze ſuch a Conqueſt, by which you 


will fall beneath the moſt deſpicable of tele 


Follies you have treated with ſo ſevere a 
Contempt in others. But Eliſi inda, who had 
as exquiſite a Taſte of V ariety as any of the 
gay Beau Monde Sparks, &y'd, Let me but 
poſſeſs him once, and I ſhall be ſatisfy d: 1s 
there no. contrivance for that once ?= | 
Staniſſa.perceiving it in vain to oppoſe her, er 
her working Brains to find the ſecureſt Means £ 
at length, hitting on the lucky Opportunity, 
the Maſquerade, they refolved to make that the 
Place of Encounter ; not but the Deſign was 
at firſt a little dampt, by the Ladies intend- 
ing to be there, as has been mention'd be- 
fore; which they ſoon got over, by conclu- 
ding in ſo vaſt a Crowd, aſſiſted by her Diſ- 
guiſe, it would be impoſſible for To to. be 

Þ. 3 diſt in- 
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diſtinguiſh'd. Thus fall of their Deſign, on 
the Day fix'd for the Maſquerade, immediate» | 
ly after dinner, they retir d to Elifinda's Coun- 
try Seat; where, being arriv'd, Orders were 
given to be deny'd to. all Viſiters: and a 
Maid, that by this time was let into part of 
the Secret, was left to amuſe the Servants 
with their being only with-drawn to their 

:hambers for that Evening; when, in another 

reſs, they ſlip*d out at the back Door, re- 
turning to town in a Hack, to a Houſe ſhe 
kept for theſe Defigns. eee e 
Where, whilſt Elifnda was employ'd in 
diſguiſing herſelf with all the advantage that 
Art or Fancy could invent, to charm the 
Eyes and Hearr of him that daily wanton'd 
amidſt the ſele& Beauties of a whole Nation, 
Staniſſa was buſied with the care of deliver- 
ing Polonius à Letter. In a Hack, ſhe went 
directly to the Place where he dwelt; which, 
admitting neither Maſque nor Porters to en- 
ter, oblig d her to enquire without, where 
poſſibly he could be found. The Perſon then 
in waiting, to whom ſhe happen'd to apply, 
being better acquainted with his Clothes 
than his Perſon, told her, that, not three 
Minutes fince, he ſaw him go out of a Coach 
into a Houſe he pointed her to. 

On hearing this, ſhe order'd to be drove 
fo nigh to the Place, that ſhe fancy'd the 
ſaw him through the Window; and, pleas'd 
with ſa lucky an Opportunity of meeting 
him, immediately ſent in Elifnda's Letter, 
with a Preſent ; and, without ſtaying for an 
Anſwer, flew to her with the ſucceſsiul News 
| * 1 8 
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of having deliver'd-it as the imagin'd. But, 

by an unhappy Miſtake for the pions Dame, 

it was Lyſander that receiv'd it, whe hap- 
pen'd to be dreſs'd in a rich Habit, for the 
Rafe ad, of the ſame Colour which Polo- 
nius s Clothes were of, that he had on that 
Day: and, by an odd Chance, whilſt the 
Milliner was mixing Ribbands and Fea- 
thers ſuitable to his Dreſs, he came to 
this Houſe to call on a Friend that in- 
tended to accompany him to the Mask, 
ordering the Miltliner to ſend the things af 
ter him. And if his Dreſs occaſion'd Sta- 
aifſa's Miſtake, the Prefent which Exfinda 
ſent with the Letter, to prevent Polbnius 
from taking her for a common Intriguer, 
| caus*d Lyſander to open the Letter, believ- 
ing it fome trifling Direction with the Fea- 
fthers, where he found thefe words in French, 
7 as nigh as the 'Tranſlation can render them. 
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To the too Charming POLONIUS. 
e P IT a Stranger, who has ſtrove in 
FL vain to guard the Acceſſes of her 
* Heart againſt your conquering Eyes, and 
* every engaging Look. Sure Love has form'd _ 
© you all Oer for Delights, nor am I in- 
* fenfible you are acquainted with all the 
various Joys that Deity can profuſely be» 
© ftow; then reſiſt not his Summons, who 
© courts you ſtill to new Pleaſures. Yes, 
f Love conjures you to haſte away, the 
{ Yanquiſh'd entreats you would di _— 
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her Conqueror at the Maſque tonight by 


© this Trifle; which ſhe drels'd with plea- 


© ſure, in hopes to have it worn by the 


© lovelieſt Youth. that e er adorn'd a Court,; 
© where if you can permit a Stranger. the leaſt 
© Corner in your Heart, already environ'd by 
: the hoſtile Fair, ſhe'll, li . Neld, to 
© your e Arms. 450 8 


Thyſander „ on 2 it, per⸗ 
ceiv d the Miſtake, tho' too late to be, re- 
dreſs d, and, with a Curioſity peculiar to 
Louth in Love: Intrigues, began to examine 
the Preſent, which prov'd a Cap fo richly 
SON, as could not coſt leſs than thirty Pie- 

This rais'd in him an uncommon. Pere 
5 394 the laviſh Donor, being ſenſible it 


could come from none whoſe Fortune was 


not at leaſt conſiderable. This caus'd him 
to wonder they would truſt their Reputa- 
tions with Polonius, which he 5 by 
the Aſſiſtance of the Cap, to repreſent; and 
making the uſual Excuſe of Buſineſs to his 
Friend, which this Letter had given him no- 
rice. of,. left him; a ſecond time changing 


his Habit for the Maſquerade, taking care, 
as. .nigh, -as.. poſſible, to reſemble Polonius, 


which, Was eaſy to be done, their Shape 
and Height being very like: which caus d 
him to be late before he came to the Mask; 
where the. only Object that fix'd his At- 
tention was Bellamira; ; Ariana having ſhown 
him her Dreſs, by which he might know 


the other who was to be with her. But 


he needed not to have had that Notice, 


his 
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1 his Eyes and Heart were too well ac- 
quainted with all her Charms, not eaſily to di- 
ſtinguiſh her from the whole Company 5 who 
was dreſs'd like a Shepherdeſs in a beautiful 
graſs-green Sattin, trim'd with Silver: The 


Sleeves and Shape being cloſe, ſo exactly fitted 
her fine-turn'd Limbs, as ſhew d them a Ma- 


1 ſterpiece of Nature's Work. On her Head was 
fix'd a little green Har ſomeyvhat aſide, the 
other part being ſet out with Flowers, © whilſt 
her abundance of lovely lighr-brown Hair was 
ty'd back with Ribbands, the-Qrnaments and 
Taſſels intermixing with it, which fell down 


low as her Waiſt in a natural Ring; but the leſſer 


Curls by the help of gentle Zephyrs wanton'd 


on her Neck, too exquiſitely for faint Deſcrip- 
tion to give the leaſt Idea of its unparallePd 


| Beauty. To all which Charms were join'd 


ſuch a reſiſtleſs Air and unaffected Motion, 
that all the Company beheld her with a pleas d 
Amazement; whilſt Lyſander, too well ac- 
quainted with, the matchleſs Face the envious 
Mask conceal'd, gaz'd on her with a motion- 
leſs Surprize, the manner of her Dreſs diſclo- 
ſing ten thouſand Charms, which till then had 
pa d unheeded by even the Eyes of . 

ove. 

The Letter and preſent were quite bags 
niſh'd his Thoughts, wholly poſſeſs d by Bel- 


lamira; nor was it poſſible to reſiſt the Deſire | 


he had of ingaging that lovely Maid into a 
Converſation ; the ſight of her uncommon 
Charms raiſing his Paſſion to ſuch Height, he 


found Words yet form'd. too poor to expreſs 


any part of the paſſionate render Sentiments 
of 


— 


. 
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ol his Soul: And approaching her with a 
trembling: cautious. Reſpect, which he ſtrove 
to mix with an Air of Gallantry, ſaid, Ma- 
dam, your Appearance is too Celeſtial not ro 
oreate a Deſire in a preſumptuous Mortal to 
intreat you would let him know by the Name 
of What Deity he ought to addreſs to you his 
humble Adorations. 3 
Lam a ſimple Shepherdeſs, that tend a few 
harmleſs Sheep, reply'd Bellamita; and as ſuch | 
you treat me, to imagine I have the Folly to 
hear a Compliment ſo like Ridicule, without a 
Frown. How. can the lovelieſt of her 7 
(ſince you are a Mortal) anſwer d Lyſander, be 
ſo cruel to think that any who behold the 
matchleſs Wonders of your Beauty, would 
treat you with op of but the ſofteſt, tendereſt 
"Tranſports of reſpe&ful Love? Bellamira, ſur- 
er at the paſſionate manner with which he 
ter d theſe Words, ſaid, Lou talk of Love 
1 — too much Skill for a fi ly Sbepherdeſs to 
underſtand you. No, repiy d 2 (ſeizing 
her gently by her Garments, as ſhe was with- 
drawing from him) you have made me too 
ſenlible how little Skill IJ have, that cannot 
perſuade you even to bear the Ad- 
dreſſes 4 a Heart, however you ud It, as 
inevitably fix'd to your every Perfection, as 
the Loadſtone is; to its known Pole. Perhaps, 
Madam, continu'd he, perceiving; her uneaſy, Fate 
may never give me another happy Moment to 
ſpeak the Anguiſh of my Soul; but where- 
ever I carry this wouked Load of Earth, no 


Time, no Place can raſe n lovely Idea from 
* 


* F 


: my Breaft' i it's too tba — chere, 
1 foraught but Death to effac ee. 


nie 


| with an 
fectly white, on which were diſpos'd, in 


r re 


tos Scarxce did ſhe hear him out, when turning 
fron him with an Air of Coldneſs, ſaid; This 


Y is roo particular to divert; leaving him con- 


ſcious he had too ſoon diſcover d his too vio- 


lent Paſſion. Amidſt ten thouſand torment- 


ing Thoughts on her Uſage, and how to 
—.— 9 Converſation, he found him- 
ſelf pluck d by the Sleeve; 3 and turning, 
perceiv'd it Was done by a Lady richly dreſs d, 
able Air, and a Neck per- 


eaſy Order, Treſſes of dark- brown Hair. 


= She ſpoke to him in French, which he eaſily 
diſtinguiſnd, had not the Accent of a. Na- 


tive, ſaying, Are you not too 3 to 
ſuffer Company ? 

Lyſander, who preſently reflected that "ohis 
Lady: muſt be the Donor of the extraordi- 
nary Cap, reply d, Madam, I wifh you 
would be Tov obliging to convince yourſelf 


of the contrary. What I do, e ſhe, 


is in mere Compafſion; for, methought, you 


appear d too ſenſibly touehid at that hand- 
| fome | Shepfietdefs's leaving you, and am 


come to tell you from the Deſtinies, that na 
friendly Star will aſſiſt you there, but eter- 
nally will meet eee wp a ma- 
e eee ee ee 
in to be of your Opinion, Te 
fande, only with this Difference, that 1 
think you fairer than it is poſſible for . 


to — wrt To which the Lady made 
dad -nfrancing * chat he was RB 
* 


y 
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dy *convinc'd\ this was the Lady to whom he 


ſhould act the Perſon and languiſfling Air of 


Polonius; which he did in ſuch lively Terms, 
that their Converſation was ſoon wound up 
to ſuch a height of Obſceneneſs, as caus d 
Tyſander to think her too well -experienc'd 
for any but a common Practitioner; and 
(ſooner: would have quitted her, had he not 
often fancy d.. there was fomething in the 


Tone he was not a Stranger tu. And tho? 


this Curioſity detain'd him longer with her 
than any Inclination, yet lie often anſwer'd 
her — d, his Heart and Eyes being 
imploy' d in looking after Bellamiru, who 
was attack d by 'a verso that ſeemed to 
-mike her uneaſy; and expreſſing by many 
«Geſtures. her Diſlike, ſhe: at laſts fled to 
Emelia for Refuge, who accompany'd her 
-ahd Ariana er which the Lady, that 
entertain d him, taking notiee of, ſaid, It 
zis but a falſe Fire you expreſs to me, all 
{Four real Love is for that Idiot Sheplierdeſs. 
Too much out of humour to be on her 
guard, ſhe ſpoke this in her own Voice, 
-eſpecially at thi Concluſion, which L. ſander 
immediately knew to be |Elifinda's ; and 
turning his Eyes on her, from Head = 
Foot, diſcover d her Height, her -Shape, her 

Mien, all but her dark- brown: Hair, which 
he was not ignorant ſhe eee 
to her Tire: Woman fort.. 

It was ſome time before he could. — any 
thing but look at her, which the more he did, 
the more he: was ſatisfy d it Was indeed the 
1 Rnd OE were his Thoughts, 
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in thoſe, Moments, of her excelling Desen, 
3 tions and ſuperiour Vertues? By degrees he 
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recover d himſelf enough. to renew the Diſ- 


courſe, by telling her, There appear 'd ſo. 


obliging a, Jealouſy in her laſt words, that 
he was ready to put himſelf in her power, 
and let her uſe what Means ſhe pleas d, to 
be ſatisfyd how much he prefer d the 
{ rightly Joys the could sive, £0. theſes of, a 
r 

ly Gi .reſtor 4 . 10 17 good a SLE, 
that they immediately began to treat; and, 
without much Ceremony, a Hackney-Caach 
was concluded to be the Scene of Action, 
on condition he would reſerve the ſeeing her 
Face to the next Meeting: which, ſaid ſbe, 
I. conceal now only to have ſtill fomerhing 
new to entertain you with. | 

_ Lyſander; Who had carry'd this Affair to. 
as great a height as he 44 d, violently op- 
pos d that Article, believing it the only way 
to eſcape her, the Siſter of Bellamira being 
the laſt Perſon he was willing to enter into 
ſuch a ſort of Amity with. Beſides, Ladies 
of her coming Strain rather damp than add 
Fuel to the Fire. 

He was not long perplex 'd with the Dif- 
ficulties of handſomely avoiding her, when 
there happen d an Accident that effectually 
did it; for the Perſon, who engag'd Bella- _ 
mira, who ſhunn'd him with a Diſlike equal 
to his Deſire of purſuing her, began rude - 
ly to preſs the ſeeing her Face, in the 
uſual Fool's Cant, of 7 know you, and Tow 
need not L this Coyneſs to an old Acquain- 

2 dance; 
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tance; which ſhe anſwering with a ſcortts 
ful Reſentment, he inſolently offer'd to 
force her Mask of: when Lyſander, whoſe 
Eyes were perpetually on her, perceiving it, 
immediately flew between them, telling the 
inſolent Offender, that was not a Place to 
take ſuch Liberty i 
The Perſon, heated with Wine, which, 
if poſſible, added to his natural Boldneſs, 
reply'd, And who are you that pretend to 
hinder me? I am, anſwer'd Lyſander, very 
ready to tell you if you'll go hence, it not 
being my way to make Broils on purpoſe to 
frighten Women with the Pretences of Va- 
lour. The Company interpoſing, ſoon parted 
them ; in the Rencounter, Lyſander's Vizard- 
fell off, and ſeveral knew the other to be 
Polonius, who was forc'd, by the Command 
of his Friends, the next day to ask pardon, 
imputing his Indiſcretion to the Exceſs of 
Wine he had been drinking. 
Whilſt Elifinda, ſtaying where Lyſander 
had left her, ſaw, to her inexpreſſible Grief 
and Confuſion, all that paſs'd between them; 
had the Devil, in reality, appear'd with 
ſaucer Eyes and Claws, it could not have 
rais d a greater Terror in her Soul than 
finding it was Lyſander who wore her Pre- 
ſent, and whom ſhe had entertain'd in ſuch 
a way. Soon as the Quarrel was appeas'd, 
too much terrify'd with the Thoughts of him 
to have the leaſt Deſign left on Polonius, ſhe 
convey d herſelf out of the Maſque, and re- 
turn'd to Staniſſa, where the Shame and Fear 
of being diſcover'd, join d to her Diſappoint- 
N . ment, 
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ment, cauſed her to rage beyond any De- 
ſcription of the — 4 ſhe tore her Hair 
and wrung her Hands, calling Saniſſa be- 
traying Slut, and all the deſpicable Names 
her Paſſion could invent; and fo great a 
Quarrel aroſe between them, how pofſibly the 
Letter could fall into. Lyſander's hands, that 
from Words they came to Blows : tho” nei- 
ther of their Wit or Skill could fix on any 
thing, but that it was no Contrivance between 
them, by what afterwards fell out; nor could 
ſhe help reſenting extreamly, as ſhe ſtil'd it, 


| the ſawey Neglect with which he treated her, 


tho? Staniſſa ſtrove by that to perſuade her he 
did not know her.. 
The Ladies whom we left at the Maſq EY | 
not a little frighten'd with what befel Bellas 
mira, immediately withdrew under the Care 
of Lyſander ; who proud and pleaſed with' his 
Charge, conducted them ſafe home, where 
Emelia, in very obliging Terms, return'd him 
Thanks for Bellamira, expreſſing a great Con- 
cern for fear of a Quarrel, aſſuring him of 
Bellerand's Intereſt to make Polbnius ſenſible 
of his Error. Which Lyſander anfwer'd with a 
Gallantry ſuitable to the Occafion ; but Bella- 
mira, on'whom the Diſcourſe at the gry 
and his ſucceeding Action in her Defence, be- 
gan to make ſome Impreſſion, ſaid to him, as 
he protected her through the Croud to her 
Coach, I think, Lyſander, Tam to be eternally in- 
debted to you for faving me from the Inſolence 
of Polonius. What T have now done, repiy d he, 
was only due to your Birth and Sex; but were 


ie in my power, my Hearr, and all the * 
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of my Life; ſhould convince you; there is no 
danger or difficulty 1 would not with plea- 
ſure encounter to ſerve you. Bellamira could. 
make no Reply the Ladies were ſo nigh .; 
but neither her I ooks, or Expreſſions, ſhow 4 
any Reſentment, nor much, Encouragement; 3 
not but from that moment ſhe; lock d on him 
as 4 dangerous Lover, from whom, if poſſible, 
ſhe.reſolv'd to guard her Heart; for beſides 
her own Inclinations, which were partial to 
his Perfections, the reſpect ſhe had for Emelia's. 
Judgment, cauſed her to think he deſerved: 
her in all Things but Fortune, which was far 
beneath her Birth and Expectations; yet for 
all: that, when ſhe did not lay a Reſtraint on 
herſelf, and call the Thoughts of his inferior 
Circumſtances to her aid, ſhe found ſhe was 
too favourably inclined to think of him, which 
wich a modeſt Reſerve, ſhe ſtrove to con- 
ceal. 

' Lyſander on * other fide — the melan- 
choly Thoughts, that he knew nor to what all 
this tended, not having one Hope that could 
reach ſo high as the obtaining her in Marriage, 
and all other Views were impoſſible. Beſides, 
his Love was mix d with too much Honour, 
and tender Reſpect, to have a Thought he 
imagined would offend or hurt her, not but 
the late Carriage of Elfinda, ſeem d a Contra- 
diction to all pretences of Virtue : the Re- 
flection of which ſo ſurprized and ſtartled - 
him, that had he ſeen an Angel adorn'd with 
all the glorious Rays of celeſtial Light, tranſ- 
form'd in a Moment to the uglieſt fouleſt 


F iend, it could not have fill'd him with greater 
Horror; 5 
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Mini ſo much more odiods. is «the: M 
very of Vice when hid by fo! fair a Sem- 
blance of Virtue. However, hecreſolv d to 
conceal his Knowledge of it ot on from the 
World, but Elifinda i herſelf; not that he 
trembled at ther Hhreats pronoumred under 
the Title of a malicious Female Planet, which 
tho? deſign'd againſt: Polunius, he did not que- 
ſtion Souls be fully execuret-apainſt-Lyſan- 
den. Nor was he miſtaken, for flie had Con- 
ceiv'd ſo great a Hatred to him, for his Neg- 
lect and Inſbefbilirys to all her profer'd Love, 
-join;d- with the fear of his having diſdover d 
herz that ſne raved with all the Grief,/Deſpait, 
and Pride of an infernal Fiend. Sometimes ſne 
fancied ſhe heard him expoſing her to Emelia, 
and painted in her Mind all' the ſinging 
Refle&ion.whichi muſt naturally fall on ſuck 
a Diſcovery of her deteſted Hypobiily:: Star 
niſſa, who now with difficulty was hea 
ſtrove in vain to pacify her, (by telling her 
ſhould ſhe be ſo unhappy as to be known to 
him, it was a greater Eſcape than the putting 
-herſelf in Polunius's power, which nothing 
would have reſtrain'd, while the other will 
be ſilent out of his: Principles of Honour, by 
which I know;::ſaid: ſhe, he is ſtrongly guided, 
unleſs he has a deſign to make a Merit to youin 
concealing æbis important Secret by which 
means, perhaps: he may have hope to gain yaur 
Aſſiſtanee inb the obtaining Bellamira, with 
whom, if I miſtake not, he is violently: in love. 
That is plaing anſwer Eliſinda. But, conti- 
ued ſbe, that otious &reature ſhallknow to his 
Loſt * revenge the. 2 with —_ 
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he treated me, by blaſting. all his romantick 


Violence of her Paſſion was ſomewhat abated, 

| Staniſſa perſuaded her to ſound Lyſander, who 

Was above ſuch mean Arrifices as the baſe 

Turn of their Mind cauſed them to expect 

from others; and by generouſly concealing 

the Knowledge from her, laid himſelf my 
to her implacable Malice. 

It was three Days before they returin'd: to 
enz, where the Ladies acquainted her 
with the Adventures of the Maſque, and 
What happen d to Bellamirn On Which El- 
Kuda, with her uſual Reſervedneſs, ſaid, 
Would it not have been much happier, it, 
like me, you had refrain d from theſe idle 
Diverſions, and prevented the Noiſe and Scan- 
dal that it muſt needs make, and, perhaps, 
. it aid, chat ſuch an inſignificant Perſon 
Lyſander was in love with you? Emelia, 
thing at this Diſcourſe, as thinking it aim'd 
at — Conduct, who not only favour d Bel- 
1 but went herſelf; (ſhe being 

one who, judging rationally, knew, too much 
Reſtraint oſtener cauſes Vouth to fly out and 
take Liberties unknown; more to their Preju- 
dice, than it's poſſible for them when guarded 

y the Preſence of ſuch as herſelf.) anſwer'd 
| Elfinda, That Lyſander was too intimate a 
Friend to Beugrand to create duſpicion on 
is ſide, and "Bellamira's Gone ug: Was | Orr 
| queſtion” d. 

— She eu ended ae he; 
Jander ent whom - Ekfonda addreſs'd 
\ wich o more obliging Air of — 

8 * 


Hopes on that unthinking Idiot. When the 
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than uſual in her, and ſaid, Lyſander, I have 


been bearing the freſh Obligations which 


of us have to you, in putting a ſtop to the 
Ill-Manners of Polonius; and after hearing a 
little more of the paſt Actions of the Maſque 
repeated, ask d him, How the Lady he en- 
tertain'd, took his deſerting her, to render 
Bellamira that piece of Service, who, by the 
Deſcription of her Dreſs, muſt be a Perſon 
of Diſtinction. Lyſander prepar d for this Eu- 
counter, anſwer d her courteouſly, He believ'd 
indeed by her Converſation . ſhe had been di- 
ſinguiſh'd more than was to the advantage 
of her Reputation, not but her Perſon was 
very agreeable. He ſpoke this with ſo perfect 
an b e as made Elifnda conclude. he 
had not the leaſt Notion of its being her; by 
which ſhe thought ſhe was at liberty fully to 
revenge his inſolent Neglect of her. ic 
Nor was ſhe long without the Opportunity, 
an Incident happening that deſtroy'd all the 
Scenes Lyſainder had laid to eſtabliſh a Friend- 
ſhip with that Family. The Marriage be- 
tween Bellgrand and Ariana had hitherto gone 
on with ſuch Succeſs, as- if it were not in 
the power of Fortune to prevent it: But 
that fickle Goddeſs now thought it tinie to 
ſhew a little of her Inſtability ; for one Morn- 
ing, before Bellgrand had quitted his Chamber, 
a Letter was brought him up, which prov d 
a Challenge from a Gentleman, named Hono- 
rius, who claim'd Ariana by a Pre- contract, de- 
manding of Bellgrand either to reſign her, or 
give him the Satisfaction of a Gentleman end- 

ing the Letter with menacing that no Reſtraint 
e H ſhould 


5o The PRuUDE 

ſhould oppoſe his Revenge, if refuſed both. 
Bellgrand, who was inclined to do neither, was 
ſo atarm'd with the Concluſion, that the Blood 
ran cold to his Heart, and Paleneſs covering 
| his Face, as if Honorius, with Death, had al- 
ready been there; which Eliſinda, who was 
in the Chamber, perceiving, preſs'd to know 
what it was that had cauſed ſo great a change 
in his Looks. He immediately acquainted her, 
conſulting what he ſhould do, being conſci- 
ous the Figure Honorius lately made, claimed, 
according to the general Opinion, the Satiſ- 
faction he requir'd, or to reſign Ariana; and 
ſhe happen'd to be too agreeable and too great 
a Fortune for him eaſily to part with, and 
Fighting was what he cared leſs for: All which 
Elifinda perceiving, whoſe Pride made her 
careful for the Honour and Intereſt of her Fa- 
mily, was as unwilling as he to part with Ari- 
ana's Fortune, tho ſhe did not ſpare to laſh 
her ſeverely on this occaſion ; nor was ſhe leſs 
concern'd how to evade the Scandal of his re- 
fuſing Honorius: And having already form'd a 
confuſed Scheme in her ſubtile Brains, only 
wanted Staniſſa to contrive the putting it in 
practice. She bid Bellgrand anſwer the Chal- 
lenge, appointing the Time as far diſtant as 
the nature of ſuch a thing could bear, aſſuring 
him ſhe would prevent their Meeting, tho ſhe 
would not let him into her Deſign, ſaying, It 
might be inconſiſtent with his Honour to know 
it; which, Heaven is my Witneſs, added ſhe, 
I do to prevent the Crime of Murder, which 
would fill me with a double Horror, to have 
any of my Family ſtain'd with it. Ending 

* OO with 
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with this pious Speech the Converſation, ſhe 
withdrew to Haniſſa, to conſult the putting in 
execution her Deſign; having remember'd that 
not long ſince, ſhe had told her a Relation of 
hers was like to ſuffer very much by truſting 
Honorins, he having laid down his Equipage, 
and withdrawn from the troubleſome Dun of 


his Creditors. This Ekfinda laying hold on, 


ſent Staniſſa to buy the Debt in the Name of 
a Perſon unknown to their Family, and at the 
very Place deſign'd for the Rencounter, as the 


greater Affront, had him arreſted. 


Never was any Diſtraction equal to Hono- 


rius's on this unhappy ſeizure, tho he did not 


fail to tell Bellgrand, not to think of eſcaping, 
for were it a thouſand Years,. his Revenge 
would till be alive to purſue him; who now 
ſmiled at his Threat: For tho he had not Ma- 
lice, or Skill enough to put this in practice, yet 
applauded it done; not at all believing himſelf 
obliged to wait the Leiſure of the Unfortunate. 
Whilſt Honorius, doubly oppreſs'd by Love and 
Fortune, as ſoon as he could compoſe himſelf 
to think at all, ſent for Lyſander, (whom from 
his Childhood he had been intimately acquaint- 
ed with) and in the moſt moving terms related 
his Misfortune, and the Falſhood of Ariana; 
aſſuring him they had long ſince been ſolemnly 
contracted to each other, tho, continued he, it's 
now above a Month ſince I either could receive 
a Line, or obtain the leaſt Anſwer to any of 
my preſſing Intreaties, which I imagin'd was 
only owing to ſome Humour: till going to my 
Lawyer about Buſineſs, which he excus'd the 
not having done, by informing me of the hur- 
N H 2 cy 
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ry he was in to draw up the Writings for this 
Marriage, it was ſome time before I could 
believe him, till he gave a too convincing 
Proofs. I leave you bo judge, Purſu'd the un- 
fortunate Honorius, what muſt be the torment- 
ing State of my Soul, who cannot tear her 
from my Heart, falſe and unworthy as ſhe is! 
I know, added he, it is a Weakneſs below the 
fondeſt Folly in a Woman, but I cannot help 
ir; 3 in vain do I ſtruggle, ſhe is riveted here, 
he, pointing to his Breaſt, too faſt for auglit 
ut gloomy Shades of eternal Night to extin- 
gyiſh. Here he ſtop'd, as ſeeming to be too 
far o er- charg d with Grief and Shame to pro- 
ceed; whilſt Lyſander heard him with a ge- 
nerous Concern, as having been the ignorant 
Cauſe. of his Misfortune, not imagining in the 
leaſt he had engaged ſo deeply with: that lovely 
Lady; tho he was not without his Suſpicions, 
that formerly he made her ſome Addreſſes, which 
he thought were ceas d with his declining Cir- 
cumitances.: To whom on this Occaſion, he 
did not fail to offer all the Aſſiſtance of a ſin- 
gere Friendſhip, . in what, concern'd his Love 
or F Which Honorius accepted, in- 
treating him to try, if it was. poſſible to re- 
gain the Heart of that fickle Lady. 'Whorrea- 
Sly .comply?d, tho be very much doubted the | 
ſucceeding; not being ignorant of her Turn of | 
Temper. For never any of her inconſtant Sex 
had ſo great an dend to Coguetry ; as ſhe, 
Nature, hgringt urniſh'd her with every agree- 
able Charm, t to accompliſh her always ſuc- 
ceſsful Miſchiefs; for qt lg a Perſon ex- 


dme Hendſome, there was ſomething; in * 
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yet Honorius's ſteady 
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Air and ſprightly Eyes inexpreſſibly inviting, 
to which was joiti'd a moſt entertaining, * 
mix d with ſo ſoft a Flattery, as charm. d all 
Who heard her, 4 be ſhe. fill'd them witl 
delightful Ideas. themſelves: 3; But theſe. in- 

ging Humours would vary like April's faireſt 
5595 to cloudy Storms and chilling Vinds, 
that the Lover, Mho one day Was Wrap d in 
a thouſand pleaſin Hopes, which ſhe knew 


how modeſtly to inſinuate, perhaps the ,enſuing 
Morn found his .warmeſt Tranſports: blaſted 


by ſullen Frowns, and ſo frozen a Neglect, 
as would drive out Love and his fiery Ar- 
rows, by uneaſy Doubts, and all the Damps 


: of cold Deſpair. Put tho this Uſage had worn 


out the; Conſtaney of many an atte —— Hero, 


.ove Was proof againſt 
every changing Humour; and indeed ſo vio- 
lent was his Paſſion for that lovely Inconſtant, 
that it ſeem'd deſtin d by irrefiſtible. Fate : he 
having, before he came acquainted with this 

ady, an Eſtate that amongſt the higheſt Rank 
of Mankind claim d the Reſpect due to a 


4 Gentleman, which a cold. Look from her would 


make him laviſh out in rich 1 for 
that time obtain: d favoprable Reception, who 
never, 5 d. the leaſt Hint or Deſire to any 
ſart of Diverſion, let inbe ever ſo Expenſive, 
that he did not ſo Ser r, be AS 
both ſurpriz d and charm'd her. Which ſhe 
did not fail to return with the moſt ſolemn, 
endearing Aſſ ſſurances of her Affection, till ſhe 
found he was undone, and then by degrees 
grew cold; and Bellgrand was too tempting a 
Rr for her Ambition, not to reſolve intirely 
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to ſhake off this generous, unhappy Lover, 
which ſhe imagin'd ſhe could with eaſe accom- 
pliſh, being. a perfe& Miſtreſs of - her own 
Actions, having no Mother, and a Father in- 
finitely fond of ſo engaging a Wit in an only 
Child, indulg'd her in every thing ſhe ſeem'd 
to like. 28 8 „ 
When Lyſander told her of Honorius's Misfor- 
tune, ſhe heard him with the ſame Indifference 
as if he had related a melancholy Story of 
ſome Stranger; which he perceiving with In- 
dignation, endeavour d to rouſe her by put- 
ting her in mind, how fatal it might prove to 
her future Peace with Belgrand; but it had no 
other effect, than after a little pauſe, ſhe reſu- 
ming the Diſcourſe, ſaid, Honorius has de- 
ceiv'd me, I always thought I was too ſecure 
in his Love, ever to ſuſpe& he would do any 
thing prejudicial to my Repoſe or Honour. 
© Lyſander, not a little amaz'd at her odd way 
of Reaſoning, let fall ſome Expreſſions which 
ſhew'd how much he thought her in the 
wrong, to have ſo cruelly deluded him as ſhe 
had done, and then imagine any Tenderneſs or 
Reſpe& could reſtrain fo juſt a Reſentment as 
was due to his Injuries. But that Lady by 
no Arguments could be brought in the leaſt 
to ſeem to underſtand Reaſon, and only con- 
cluded all Lyſander s Diſputes thus; That if 
the Return of Honorius s Preſents, or the Va- 
lue, would be of any ſervice; ſne would ren- 
der them back, on condition he would never 
ſee, write, or ſpeak to her more. 
Which diſmal Account of her Ingratitude 
and F alſhood, when Honorius heard from 
| Lyſander, 
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1 ſander, he broke out into ſuch violent 
Ine of Rage and Grief, as it wanted 

little of eternally depriving him of his Rea- 


W Gn : he raged, he ſtorm'd, he ſwore, he rail d, 


calling her ten thouſand times perfidious, de- 
ceiving, baſe, unworthy, all the Names his 
= Anger could ſuggeſt : But in vain, Love was 

| ftill predominant, that ſoft Paſſion had ſeized 


with all its Subtlety too ſecurely on his Heart, 


for any Injuries to raſe. Sometimes he vow'd 


to tear her from her Husband's Arms, and 


commit unheard-of Murders, and then in the 


next Moment would entreat Lyſander to go 
again, and try if her fickle Heart was not by 
this time changed into more favourable Sen- 
timents for him. I know, added he, her only 


fault is want of Steadineſs, and, perhaps, by 
this time, ſhe may repent, and return to her 
Faith, her Vows, and all her inchanting Ten- 
derneſſes, by which ſhe has ſubtily wound her- 
ſelf into my Heart, as fatal ever to be ſever'd, 
as the Life-Blood that wantons in it. Lyſander, 
| who found all Perſuaſion of raiſing up his Cou- 


rage, and ſtriving to forget her, of no effect, 
promis d the next Morning a ſecond time to at- 
tack her more cloſely, which could not be done 
that Night, it was ſo late; and the impatient 


| Lover, to whom Ariana had made ſoft Reſt and 
Happineſs a Stranger, after revolving a thou- 


| ſand different diſtracting Thoughts how to re- 


| trieve or bring back her Heart, ar laſt reſolv'd 


to ſend her a Letter, and with the Impa- 


| tience that attends a Mind raiſed in ſuch an 
Uproar, unhing'd to all Reaſon, he gave po- 


ſitive Ordersto the Bearer to deliver it if poſſi- 
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ble, and not return without an Anſwer. Ac- 
cordingly the Meſſenger carried it to Ariana, 
who was in her ſweet Morning-Slumbers, wich 
her Repoſe little broke about him; and it hap- 
pening to be tlie Day in which her Father had 

F promiſed to meer Bellgrand to fign the Mar- 
riage-Writings, he roſe ſooner than uſual, and 
accidentally being in a Parlour next the Hall, 
Heard Honorius's Meſſenger preſs very earneſtly 
to have the Letter deliver d, which Ariana's 
Maid refuſed to take ; ſaying, She wonder'd 
the Gentleman would be ſo troubleſome, know- 

ing her Lady had long forbid her receiving any 

Mcflages, or Letters from him. This rais'd a 

Curioſity in Le Merchant to come out, and ask 

ſome «FER and finding the Maid ſur- 

priz d, and would fain evade and divert him, he 
took the Letter, and opening it, read the fol- 
lowing Lines : | | 


 HONORIUS to the Perfidious. 


ARIANA 
T YSANDER's ſurprizing Confirma- 
J tion of your inhuman Inconſtancy, has 


filled my Soul with every tormentingPaſſion: 
Love, Anger, and Reſentment, alternately 
prey on my vital Spirits, and will ſoon free 
© you from the now hated Honorius; yet er 
* Diſtra&ion, or more kind Death, divide me 
© for ever from the falſeſt of her Sex, I would 
„ fain know what Excuſe your cruel Heart 
dan find for driving the moſt ſincere and 
moſt paſſionate of Lovers thence. Ungrate- 
* ful Maid ! take heed, be not tooaſh ; Re- 
_ ER p ent ance 


- as your forſaken 
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© pentance. may come too late, reflect before 
© you give Bellgrand: you are 

you give your ſelf to Bellgrand: y 
c $ 5 

already mine by ſolemn Contract, and be- 
© lieve that e er long the Guilt of your per- 
Jjured Vows will embitter all your now 


© promis'd Joys with him whom Ariana muſt 


© needs be ſenſible is too great an Admirer of 


© himſelf to love her as I have done, who have 
given up every Joy and Hope in Life, and long, 
long delighted in nought but the Thoughts 
of her: This Ariana but too well knows, and 
yet ſhe would meanly bribe me, with the re- 
turn of what was only valuable to me, be- 
cauſe poſſeſſed by her, to quit a Claim, 
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Charms of your varying Sex, attended with 
Wealth, and Power, could create a Thought 
of reſiginng the leaſt part of my Title, regi- 
© ter*d in Heaven too ſecure for her to tear 
* from thence: 'Then think how often you 


have ſworn by that Power, that not even 


* your Father, whoſe Anger you dread a- 
© bove all things, ſhould hinder you from be- 
© ing eternally mine; think on your thouſand 
© ſoft endearing Vows, by uh with bitter 
Imprecations, you have curs'd that beau- 
teous Frame, if e'er you proved falſe to 
me: Take heed, the avenging Powers may 
one day remember, when you'll in vain 
turn thoſe lovely Eyes to Heaven for Con- 
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| © ſolation, Peace, or Bleſſings, whilſt there 


lives on Earth ſo loſt, ſo miſerable a Wretch, 
HONORIUS 
1 P. S- 


which (falſe as you are) not all the inviting 


P. S. Whatever regard my Love may 

© © have to you, don't think but I will: 
© write my Injuries in the Heart of 
© that Robber, that Invader of my Right, - 
* Bellgrand,” e et 


Le Merchant read this Letter with an A- 
ſtoniſhment natural to a Father, that never 
had ſuſpected his Daughter guilty of ſuch. 
an Indiſcretion. The Confidence he always 
had in her Conduct, caus'd him to leave her 
the entire Miſtreſs of her own Actions; the 
oftner he look'd it o'er, the more he was 
incens'd againſt her. As to Honorius, whom 
he fcarce knew, though he reſented his De- 
ſign on his Daughter without his Knowledge 
or Approbation, yet he could not help being 
a little touch'd with Compaſſion for a Love ſo 
violent, mix'd with ſo deep a Deſpair. | 

Le Merchant was a plain Man, and all the 
Actions of his Life were accompany*d with Sin- 
cerity and Virtue : This caus'd him to dread, 
much more than Ariana, the Vengeance with. 
which Hhbnorius threaten'd her Perjuries. 
What moſt ſurpriz d him, was her Willing-. 
neſs to marry Belgrand; and yet having gi- 
ven the other ſuch favourable Proofs of Love, 
as Oaths and ſolemn Vows, at firſt he 
thought to have vented all his Anger on his 
guilty Daughter ; but, on more calm Re- 
flection, he imagin'd he ſhould diſcover lit- 
tle Truth from her: and finding Lyſander's 
Name mention'd in the Letter, he reſolv'd 

from him to learn how far her Folly had 
carry d 


I 
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of her Sex? 
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carry'd her in this Affair; and ſending an 


| Excuſe to Bellgrand, went himſelf to Lyſan- 


der, whom he conjur'd very earneſtly to ac- 
quaint him with all he knew concerning 
them; which the other did in Terms fo 
advantageous for the unfortunate Lover, as 
causd the indulgent Father to fall into a 
Paſſion, mix'd with as much Grief as An- 
ger, ſaying, Is it poffible that what you 
tell me ſhould be true ? that my Daughter 
ſhould ſo unworthily have contracted her- 


felf to an undone Man, who lays his Ruin 
| to her Charge, and without ſhe becomes a 


Partner of his indigent Fortune, muſt not 
only be eſteem d, but be in reality the baſeſt 


— 


' | Lyſander, added he, who would be a Fa- 
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this a Pretence to uſe her ill. I 
Very probable, reph*d Lyſander, for how- 


| ever buſy 1 have been in promoting that 


Marriage, yet, in Juſtice now, I cannot 
think Ariana ought to proceed; beſides, his 
Pretences are ſtrong enough to create her a 
great deal of Trouble, unleſs he can be pre- 
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Lied + on to reſign her, which I believe im- 
poſlible. And what, anſwer'd Le Merchant 
in a Rage, does that extravagant Bankrupt 
hope I'll give my Conſent, or Daughter, as 
a Recompence for the laviſh Follies with 
which he has inchanted her? | 
Lyſander heard him without Interruption, 
till the firſt Tranſport of his Paſſion was a 


little abated ; and then reaſſuming the Diſ- 


courſe, ſaid, I do -not wonder, Monſieur 
Le Merchant, that the Solidity of your Judg- 
ment, and the ſteady Vertue by which you 
have ſteer d all your Actions, ſhould be ſha- 
ken on ſo emergent an Occaſion as this, 
where paternal 'Tenderneſs for an only Child 
oppoſes all you can think or da in fayour 
of an unhappy Man; but give me leave to 
ſpeak my Sentiments, who am diſintereſted, 
or, if Intereſt could byaſs me, it would be 
to accompliſh the . — of Bellgrand. | 

I cannot refle& on this Lady's ſolemnly 
deluding Honorius into ſo deſperate a Ruin, 
that not only his paſt but future Fortune, is 
juſt on the point of being cruelly wreck'd, 'by 
the faithleſs Hopes of her diſſembled Love 
At theſe. Words, Le Merchant haſtily inter- 
rupting him, ſaid, What are thoſe Hopes you 
mention, ſo nigh being deſtroy d? That of 
an Unele, reply'd Lyſander; , who, hearing 
how wildly he has { quander'd his own Eſtate 
on this fond "Paſſion, is reſoly'd to prevent 
the uſing his in the ſame manner, by cut- 
ting off the Intail, and is come to town to. 
{ext it on a s younger Brother of Hynorins. 


Here 
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| _ Here Le Merchant enquiring the Value of 
the Eſtate, and finding it conſiderable, tho? 
not at all equal to his Daughter's, fell into a 
more particular Enquiry of his "Temper, 
Principles, and Genius; all which Lyſander 
anſwer'd, in a manner that ſhew'd he inte- 
reſted himſelf in the Misfortunes of this ill- 
uſed Lover, telling the Father they. were ac- 
quainted from their early Youth; where, on 
all Occaſions, he ſhew'd a much ſweeter Diſ- 
poſition, than moſt of his Companions, and 
| had a Wit diverting, without any 'Taint of 
- &F Satyr: and though, on ſeveral Occaſions, he 
had given unqueſtionable Proofs of his Cou- 
rage, yet he always found him | readier to 
receive, than give offence : And he was, added 
he, generous without Extravagance, till he 
came acquainted . with your fair Daughter; 
but from that moment he. metamorphoſed 
himſelf into every thing he thought would 
make him agreeable in the Eyes of that charm- 
ing Lady; gay Equipage, Balls, and Entertain- 
ments went on in a Round of Pleaſure. I 
often, furſu'd Lyſander, wonder'd at the 
Change, but never knew the cauſe, till I 
heard it from himſelf in the wretched Place 
where he is; and indeed were you now to 
behold the Change from the gayeſt, the agree- 
ableſt, and ſweeteſt Temper to the rack- 
ing Deſpair, the piercing Sorrow, and the 
moſt forlorn Melancholy that e er poſſeſsd the 
Soul of Man; he talks, he raves, he thinks 
of nothing but Ariana: And ſo great a power, 
I fear, continu d he, ſhe has over his Spirits, 
that her Loſs will deprive him of his 1 
5 On. 
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ſon. Le Merchant, who began to be mov'd 
at this Relation, ſaid, Let us talk no more, 
but go and ſee this unhappy Man : with which 
Lyſander, with no little Pleaſure, comply d. 
They found him traverſing his narrow 
Bounds, with the Reſtleſſneſs that attends an 
afflicted Mind; though he was ſurpriz'd to 
ſee Ariana's Father, yet he was too much 
preſs' d by his Woes once to reflect, whether 
he came to compleat his Miſery, or cauſe a 
more happy Turn in his Fate. Le Merchant 
accoſted him with a Softneſs not uſual in Fa- 
thers on ſuch Occaſions; and ſaid, Sir, I 
find by this Letter, (Which he held in his 
Hand) you have long had Deſigns on my 
Daughter, which, I think, would have been 
very proper to have acquainted me with; who, 
you ought to have confider'd, have a right to 
diſpoſe of her, and without whoſe Conſent 
your Hopes were very ill grounded. Sir, 
reply d Honorius, had I had any other view, 
than obtaining the Heart of that too a- 
greeable Lady, I ſhould have addreſs'd my- 
ſelf to you. I believe, reſum'd the Father, 
ſomeuhat quick, you expected her Perſon, and 
my Indulgence to follow this Heart with a 
Fortune. No, anſuer d Honorius, Heaven is 
my Witneſs, that whilſt Fortune favour'd my 

opes, Loften urged her to be mine, with- 
out the leaſt view of what might enſue : 
But now, miſerable: as I am, I would not 
have her abandon her Intereſt in you, becauſe 
cruel Fate has deprived me of every Means, ex- 
cept my unbounded Love, to recompenee the 
Obligation, Why then, added he, am I ung 

| Wit! 
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with her becauſe ſhe is to be another's ? No, 
continued he, whatever Anguiſh I ſuffer for 
her Loſs, in whom I have centered all and 
every Hope of Happineſs, let not your Dif- 
pleaſure fall on her on my unhappy account; 
no, inconſtant as ſhe is, I cannot bear the 
Thought, that her gentle Nature ſhould be 
ruffled by ſo terrible an Affliction as.I know 
her Father's Anger muſt needs prove. How. 
is it poſſible . ſhe ſhould bear it, purſued he, 
when my rough Nature finks. beneath the 
weight ? ag 3 n 
Here his Speech faulter'd, and he ſtagger d 
backwards into his Chair all o'er convuls'd 
with trembling Agonies, nothing being more 
delightful to Parents, than perceiving in 9 
thers the ſame Tenderneſs which they find in 
themſelves for their Children. That paſſio- 
nate Care which the too generous. Honorius ex- 
preſſed in perſuading Le Merchant not to pour 
the Effects of his Anger on Ariana, wrought: 
ſo powerfully on the Mind of the Father, that 

| he wanted little of declaring, ſhe. is yours 
with wy All : However, he ſoftened his Re- 
ſentment, and in very obliging Terms, began 
to enquire into every Tranſaction that hap- 
pened between them; which Honorius could 
not be prevail'd on to give him any Light in- 
to, until he had firſt obtain'd a Promiſe from 
Le Merchant not to be angry with his Daugh- 
ter, nor upbraid her on his ſcore for whatever 
was paſt; and then (tho* with much diffi- 
culty) by the Perſuaſion of Lyſander, he put 
into his hands a Packet of Letters, and the 
Contract he had receiv'd from her, at different 
times. 
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times. The firſt the Father look'd on was 
in theſe Words EY Ave 


URIANA wo HONORIUS. | 


"*N[OTHING could pleaſe me more 
than your Preſent, except the Contri- 
vance which you have laid for my ſeeing you 
to- night: As ſoon as Daddy is retired to his 
Chamber, I'll fly to you; but don't let the 
*. Zalian Imp ſing any more, her Eyes are too 
© fine : methoughts whilſt that inchanting 
© Pipe of hers exerted all its Harmony, my 
Honorius gaz d too attentively, yet Nicoline 
© thas offended neither. I am juſt going to 
© dreſs, but have loiter'd the whole Morn. 
© with looking on the Noſegay you ſent, I 
* like your Fancy prodigiouſly ; amidſt the 
© Flowers, the Pearls and Diamonds have 
a mighty agreeable Shake, and tremble 


C' 


like the Dew-drops on the gay Beauties 
of the Spring: I ſhall wear your Preſent 
to- day, but ſhan't be able to look in the 
Glaſs, without thinking on Honorius, which 


will make me melancholy till I ſee you. 


[a A 28 


Adieu till Night. 


On 


ARI ANA. 
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purchaſe it, beſides what ſhe ſaid ſhe would 


fired! him to buy it, becauſe his Skill in Jew- 
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Le Merchant (aid with Aſtoniſhment, Was it 
you that gave her that rich Noſegay, why 
this cunning, this deceiving, this covetous—1 
don't know what to call her, came with it to 
my Chamber, and expreſs'd ſo great a liking 
to it, that ĩimagining it would vex her to. be 

diſappointed of it, I gave her fifty Pieces to 


add out of her own Allowance. I remember 
well, anſwer'd Lyſander, I ſaw Honorius pay 
four times that Sum, telling me Ariana de- 


els was ſuperior to hers. It's true, anſwer'd 
Honorius, but why ſhould we talk of it? 
could it become any one better than it did 
her? Le Merchant continuing to look on the 
Papers, read the following out aloud, as de- 
ſiring to have ſome Particulars explain'd. 


Y 


ARIA NA to the Faithleſs 
* "HONORIUS. 


JF - ſhowing an intolerable Uneaſineſs, 
I © : 

1 when alarmd with the Fear of loſing 

What you only pretended to love, were 


R 
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* I deſpiſe you more 4 your odious Fancy 
| | | es OY in 


© in chuſing her, than your inſolent Neg- 
© le& of me. If Jewels and Jointure has 
_ © wrought this Change in your fickle Heart, 
© Ariana may one day ſeem as fair in your 
Judgment, as her comely Ladyſhip. I 
© could tear my Eyes out for ſhowing this 
© Concern to him, who I am afraid, does not 
© deſerve it. Reſolve never to ſee her more, 
©. or believe I will ſooner drink Poiſon than 
© ever ſee, or even think of, you again. 
© Yer. ſure Honorius cannot be falſe to his 
Ariana, though you are unpardonably to 
blame to vex meſo; for how is it poſſi- 
©. ble for me to ſee you look with calm In- 
difference on her, who never entertain'd 
© a 'Thought of that fond Paſſion but in your 
© favour. Send me word when I ſhall ſee 
* you by the Bearer, which muſt be ſoon, 
© for I cannot be eaſy till you convince me 
no one has a Share in your Heart, but 
- your 3 a 


Aria N A. 
As ſoon as Te Merchant had finiſh'd the 


reading of this Letter, he look'd on Hono- 
rius, as deſirous to learn from him what 


was the Reaſon that induc'd Ariana to ex- 


preſs ſo much Uneaſineſs concerning Lady 
M. 3 but he was fo far from taking 
any Notice, or even minding his Preſence, 
that on hearing this Letter, which reviv'd 
the Thoughts of too many paſt agreeable 
Tranſactions, he broke into a Paſſion, ſay- 

| ing, 
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ing, Is it poſſible that ſne, who ſhow'd ſo 
tender a Concern, mix'd with ſo many ob- 

liging Fears, on only an imaginary Jealou- 
ſy, can now think I can bear to ſee her 
another's, without feeling every | racking 
Torment that poſſeſs the infernal Fiends, 
and, like them, no Time, no Fate, can re- 
trieve. Oh Ariana! continud he, what Dif- 
ference is there between our Conduct? You 
but ſhow'd your Diſcontents to be redreſs'd, 
whilſt my deſpairing A nguiſh is to be re- 
medileſs. Some little Concern, a few reluc- 
tant 'Tears, before you pave yourſelf for - e- 
ver away, might have ſoften'd the dread ' 
Anguiſh of my Soul; but ſo frozen an In- 
ſenſibility ſeizes on my Heart, cold as the 
Icicles of Death.  —_= | 3 
Had you, ſaid Le Merchant, interrupting 
him, any Deſign on the Lady M——, which 
the Influence of my Daughter caus'd you 
to reject? I know not well, anſwer' d this 
diſtracted Lover, what I deſfign'd ; my Heart's 
too full to utter aught wherein ſhe is con- 
cern'd. Perhaps, reſum'd Le Merchant, who 
found himſelf concern d in Honorius's Diſcon- 
zents, my Curioſity may not be to your diſ- 
advantage, and be pleas'd to reflect it is Ari» 
_ ana's Father you oblige. 125 25 
To which he reply'd, I am not ſo vain 8 
to imagine Monſieur Le Merchant would be- 
ſtow his Daughter on a miſerable Undone ;- 
and nothing elſe, added he, can make me 
entertain a moment's. Thought of Eaſe or | 
Happineſs, till laid in my inſenſible Grave: 
thither let Deſpair and every Torment join 
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to ſend me, and free you both from the 
Diſcontents which I unluckily have created 
between the beſt of Fathers and a Daughter, 
who, however ſhe may be to blame in what 
relates to me, always regards you with a 
juſt Duty and reſpectful Love, due to your 
uticommon Tenderneſs. "roo 31] 118 
Here Lyſander put him jn mind of Le Mer- 
chant 's Requeſt. Honorius anſwering, faid, 
There is little more than what the Letter 
mentions, only an Uncle, who, by Right of 
Birth, knowing me to be his Heir, threa- 
tens to diſinherit me, unleſs I make my Ad- 
dreſſes to Lady 1 —, who happen'd, 
among ſome of my Relations, to ſpeak ſo 
favourably of me, as caus'd them to ima- 
gine Hopes of my Succeſs ; which coming to 
my Uncle's knowledge, he preſs'd me in ſo 
violent a manner, that I could not tell well how 
to reſiſt his Commands; though, alas! added 
he, they would have little avail'd, had not 
the charming Ariana, on pretence of taking 
ſomething ill, refus'd to fee me for above a 
Fortnight, in ſpight of all my preſſing Solli- 
citations. * ö | 
That, Sir, was the real Motive that 
caus d me to ſeem to comply with my Un- 
cle, and, after three or four Vifits, had the 
Honour to wait on her to the Play, accom- 
pany'd with ſome of my Relations, and ei- 
ther by Deſign or Accident Ariana was in the 
next Box. The Preſence of a Couſin, who I 
knew would obſerve, on purpoſe to acquaint 
my Unele, caus'd me only to pay her the 
Complement of a diſtant Bow, |tho* I never 
02 CS RF a laid 
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laid a greater Reſtraint on | myſelf than in 
that ſpace of Time, which ſeem'd tedious to 
me as Ages. What Effect it had on Ariana, 
the Letter ſpeaks, I never ſaw her in fo ob- 
liging a Humour as when we met; and to 
put me out of all future Pain, as ſhe term d 
it, ſhe then, as I thought, generouſly con- 
tracted herſelf to me in the manner you 
ſee. 2 T1 
He had juſt finiſh'd the laſt words, 'deli- 
vering into Le Merchant's hand the Con- 
tract, when his Unele enter'd the Room. 
The Anger that ſparkled in his Eyes, ſpoke 
little Comfort to Honorius, and without pay- 
ing the Civility due to the Appearance of the 
Gentlemen on each ſide of his Nephew, he 
ſeated himſelf, and ſhaking his Cane as much 
with Age as Paſſion, ſaid, Well, I fee you 
are caged at laſt. Are theſe the fire Lodg- 
ings (looking round the Room) you ititend to 
reſide in this Summer, or, for the more Con- 
veniency of Air, perhaps you may take a 
Tour o'er the Water. Where is your gilded 
Equipage, hum III fancy you would be 
glad to go home in my old Berlin, and take 
a Dinner which, let me ſee-— not five 
Years ago you ſaid look'd like a black Wag- 
gon. Where are your Friends, which you 
uſed to ſay 'twas a greater pleaſure to ſerve 
than yourſelf? What are come of your 
Maſques, your Singers, your Entertainments? 
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70 The PRUDE. 
Miſtreſs—I have a ſtrong fancy the Widow 
would now go down. e 
Honorius, without reply, let him run himſelf 
out of breath; but the Confuſion that appear'd 
in his down-caſt Looks, ſufficiently ſhew'd 


What an additional Weight theſe keen Re- 
. proaches were to the too many Woes that al- 


ready preſs'd too violent, long to be ſup- 


ported. 


Le Merchant, who heard him with ſome 
ſurprize, told him, he ſuppos'd, tho by his juſt 
Reproofs he would make his Nephew ſenſible 
of his paſt ill Conduct, he did not intend him 
this generous Viſit, but with a deſign to make 
oy eaſy, of his preſent Inconveniency, at 
leaſt. . | | 
To which the Uncle angrily anſwer'd, Not 
a Groat, not a Sous, except it were to buy 
him a Halter. No, added he, let's ſee what 
his Miſtreſs will do, whoſe Frowns and Smiles 
to my knowledge he has dangled after theſe 
four Years. What, continued he, (applying 
himſelf to Honorius) I ſuppoſe you are to be a 
Penſioner-Lover when ſhe is married to Bel- 
grand, and ſupply the Husband's place, when 
he is out of humour, or out of the way. 
At this Honorius ſtop'd him, and with Looks, 
which ſhew'd how much he reſented his treat- 
ing that Lady in ſo diſreſpectful a manner, 
ſaid, Sir, Whatever liberty you take with me, 
be pleas'd to reflect when you mention Ariana, 
you ſpeak of one whoſe Virtue is pure as un- 
ſullied Snow, and as free from taint as your 


Mother's Shade. | 
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This put the old Gentleman into ſuch a 
Paſſion, that he wanted little of ſtriking him, 
had not Lyſander and Le Merchant interpoſed. 
“he latter, tho vex'd at the Reflection on his 
Daughter, could not help ſmiling to ſee what 
a2 Rage the old Gentleman was in, about his 
Mother's Ghoſt. By degrees they ſoften'd him x 
to more Moderation, who .entertain'd them | 
with a tedious Complaint of his Nephew's 
Faults, and particularly enlarg d on his obſtis 14 
nate refuſal of the Widow Lady ; nor did he 
ſpare to magnify how ſucceſsful a Sollicitor he 
had. prov'd in. inclining that Lady to favour 
him. . Here Le Merchant took the opportunity 
of ſaying, I aſſure you, Sir, there wants no- 
thing but your having the ſame favourable 
Thoughts for your Nephew you were wont, 
to match him more agreeably to his Inclina- 
tion, and conſiderably more to his advantage 
than with Lady , whoſe Eſtate muſt 
ceaſe with herſelf; and, I believe, I may add, 
continued he, far greater than he could expect, 
were the Eſtate he has already ſquander'd 
away, join'd with yours. — [ 
If the old Gentleman heard him with A 
mazement, how delightfully ſurpriz'd was Ho- 
norius, who ſtay*d not for his Uncle's Anſwer, 
but throwing himſelf at his Feet, ſaid, Now, 
Sir, exert all that is good and noble in you to 
draw a guilty Undone— from the extremeſt 
Depth of human Miſery, to ſo exalted a Height 
of Happineſs, that I have nota Wiſh, a Hope 
beyond it. Oh Sir, blame not, added he, my 
aſt Ill- Conduct, but think on the numberleſs 
for I ſhall arrive at through you —— 1 
N know 
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know the generous Le Merchaut can mean no 
other than his lovely Daughter, when he talks 
of matching me agreeably to my Inclination. 
Oh ! did you know her Worth, you would 
think all your Eſtate well beſtow'd on only her, 
whoſe very Foibles, continu d this Pr e 
Lover, have Charms ſurpaſſing all the Per- 
fections of her Sex. When ſhe is obrain'd, I 
ſhall ſeek no other Delight, no other Joy; in 
having her, my Happineſs will be compleat. 
And, Oh believe me, who e'er would taſte 
the trueſt Content, the moſt exalted Bleſſing 
of Life, it muſt be in the ſoft Society of thoſe 
we love! A Love inſpir d by {tronger Cauſes 
than Reaſon can account for! And where can 
that Paſſion meet with greater Approbation 
than in a Wife? Law, Nature, and Heaven, 
not only approve, but give a Sanction to this 
Love. For this we are born, for this we hoard 
up Wealth; then favour and aſſiſt me in this one, 
this All of my Happineſs, and you ſhall find 
this Extravagant, this Bankrupt, when he has 
obtain d this Treaſure, the only one his Soul 
ſeeks, turn Miſer, and gather immenſe Riches 
to preſerve and guard my Choſen, my Heart's 
Defire, Ariann. Here the Paſhons crowded 
too thick for further Utterance, and unable 

longer to ſupport the Tumult they had rais'd 
within him, his Head fell negligently on his 
Unele's Knees, bedewing them with Tears 
wo forcibly broke their Paſſage from his 

yes. | N 25:1 {17008 3 | 
Tf the old Gentleman felt his Heart relent 
at his Nephew's ſubmiſſive, paſſionate Intrea- 


ties, much more did Le Merchant's who 8 
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cied he ſaw in Honorius all that he promis u 

the fond, the indulgent, and the Ada 
Husband; buſied with a tender Care for both 
Ariana, and their ſmiling. Offspring: He roſe 
from his Seat, and taking the Uncle by the 
Hand, ſaid, Sir, your Looks tell me you can- 
not long reſiſt your Nephew's juſt Requeſt: 
then raiſe. him to that Happineſs I chink he 
deſerves. My Daughter ſhall be his, if 
confirm it with your Approbation, and Ears 
after your Death. 21 
The Uncle was too well acquainted with 
Le Merchant's Character, not to be ſenſible 
how very advantageous a Match it muſt needs 
be to Honorius, whom he had ſtill a Value for, 
in ſpite of all his Wrangling, and very gladly 
gave into it; ſaying, Why now we talk with 
Senſe and Reaſon. I am not againſt my Ne- 
phew's being fond of his Wife, tho I aid not 
like he ſhould be fool'd by a Woman; and 


Py 


ſince Monfieur Le Merchant has the gene- 


roſity to accept of you for his Son, my Con- 
ſent and Aſſiſtance ſhall not be wanting in 
any thing that can make you happy. n 
After Honorius had expreſs'd his grateful 
Thanks in Tranſports of Joy to his Uncle 
and the generous Father of Ariana, he with- 
drew a little to compoſe himfelf, and recover 


the wild Diſorders he was conſcious he had 


ſhewn on ſuch various Occaſions. In the 
mean while, the Uncle and Fatherfoon ſettled 


Affairs to their Satisfaction: And whatever 


Weakneſs ſome may eſteem Le Merchant guil- 


ty of, in thus fondly complying with Hbono- 


rius's Love, who think there 1 is no Happineſs 
11 but 
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but in vaſt Poſſeſſions, yet he had ſo much 
2s not to. part with the old Gentleman, 
till he had confirmed under his Hand not 
3 all he promis'd, but every Acre he had, 
on Henorius after his Death. For which pur- 
having freed the now happy Lover, they 
By went dect to Le Merchant s, Where Din- 
ner by this time waited their coming. 
the mean. time, never did Morning paſs 
To tedious as this to Ariana, the Humour of 
that Lady inclining her more to create Un- 
eaſineſs in others than ſuffer the leaſt in her- 
felf. The Maid had acquainted her with Le 
Merchant's taking Honorius's Letter; this a- 
larm'd her with diſquiets, which till then ſhe 
had been a Stranger to, her Father's Anger 
being. the only. thing ſhe ever dreaded: On 
this : Occaſion, ſhe thought ſhe heard him 
upbraid her with. a Severity ſhe was but too 
conſcious ſhe deſerv'd. in vain did ſhe rack 
ber Wir. in framing Excuſes, they were all 
too weak to entertain a Hope of aſſuaging a 
Wrath ſhe trembled at the thoughts of. It 
Was in theſe Moments ſhe repented the ha- 
ving favour d. Honorius ſo much, or uſed him 
fo. very ill. Bellgrand, and every Idea of 
Greatneſs, were quite expell'd by the terrible 
Apprehenſions af her Father's Diſpleaſure. 
She wonder* d he ſtay d our ſo long, yet drea- 
ded his coming home. 

It was amidſt theſe perplexing Fears, that 
ſhe, perceiv d, looking through a Window 
which fronted. the Street, Honorius and her 
Father alight from their Coach, with Lyſauder 


and the Uncle, whom ſhe did nor know. She 
imme- 


The PRUn® s 
immediately imagin'd he had expos d her, ani 
was come to confront her; 75 rerrify'd. her 
ſo, that The receiv'd them all o'er pale and 
trembling ; whilſt Le Merchant Wa ng the 
Room with the now happieſt ; Loyers, 


6 8 


preſented him to her with a. Countenance 
ernly ſedate, telling her it was to Honorius 
a 


- 


# 


Intreaties, ſhe vowed his not uſing her in 
much worſe way,——who. from this M. 
ment, added he, you muſt look on as, your 
Husband ; and the only means you have to 
reconcile yourſelf to me; is to make him , ; 
mends in the beſt of Wives for the worſt of 
Miſtreſſes, and ſtudy how to know your DU 
ty to your Husband better than you: have 


done. to. your Father. ., * 1 
_ Unable to bear his Look and Words, 4 
full of a Reſentment ſo different from that 
paternal 'Tenderneſs with, which he always 
met her, ſhe fell on her Knees without arrer- 
ing a Word. But the fond Lover ſoon pre- 
vail'd on Le Merchant to raiſe her up, more t 
her Peace and Satisfaction; who quickly 125 
them together, returning to the Uncle and 
Lyſander, who ſtay d behind. 3 


Honorius in Raptures told her all the happy 
Tranſactions of that Morning, and ſhe was 
| # . g 5 me £4. Ad LAASD -- 
too perfectly Miſtreſs, of every Jnfioustng 
Art, not eaſily to calm the Doubts her Un- 
kindneſs had rais'd, nor was ſhe diſpleas' 
at his Succeſs : for tho Pride, Vanity, an 
Ambition, join'd with the dread of her Fa- 
ther's Diſpleaſure, caus d her to act ſo falſe 
a Fart, yet it is certain, if ſhe lov'd Mo 
thing beſides herſelf, it was Honorius, on 
N 1 whom 
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r 
'whoin ſhe had tlie good Fortune even after 
Marriage to maintain the ſame Aſcendant; 
'not that ſhe did not ſtretch his Patience 
ſometimes to the utmoſt extent, which ſhe 
would then recall back with fo agreeable a 
Flatrery, mix'd with a thoufand foothing 
Charms peculiar to that Lady. Their Mar- 
rigge was defer d no longer than the next 


Fro „ U 
Are left to Lyſander.” - * 


hus did the ſubtle Elifinde's Contrivance 
by a lucky turn of Fortune, once in favour 
of Merit, change Honorius from the moſt 
Sede to the molt happy of Men ;whill ie | 
prov'd quite otherwiſe with the unfortunate |: 
Sens who generouſly frove to make his 
friend happy, by thus blaſting all his hopes 
in Bellamira, tho with no.leſs paſſionate De- 
fires than thoſe which poſſeſs'd the fond Hono- 
ul. Bellgrand not only receiv'd his Apology 
coldly, but expreſs'd an extreme Diſcontent 
at Lyſander, whom now he ſaid, had been the 
intire occaſion of His proceeding ſo far in 
that Affair: the Intereſt and Reſpect he had 
for him, chang d to ill-natur'd Reflection, 
which the other perceiv d with 4 Diſpleaſure 
equal to his Love. In vain did he ſummon 
Reaſon and Courage to his Aid; the more 
he ſtrove to repulſe that fond Pafſion by a 


hopeleſs Deſpair, it Kill with more Violence 
N . ieee: F114 


returned. 
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to inquire of his Health, in a manner,” that 


ſhow d a more than common Concern. for 


the Diſorders in his Looks, which he'ex- 
cuſed as entirely owing to his Diſcqorenc 
for Bellgrand's unexpeted Diſappointment, 
relating at large all Honorius's Hiſtory : on 
which Bellamira, who was preſent, ſaid, You 
have given ſo handſome a Character of the 


Lover, that I am almoſt pleaſed” he has ſuc- 


ceeded, whatever my Brother's Diſpleaſure 
may be for the loſs of Ariana, who I cannot 
help thinking, added ſhe, was extremely, to 
blame to give him ſuch Encouragement, 
without her Father's knowledge.  Emelia 
juſt, then happening to be at ſome diſtance 
giving Direction to one of her Attendants, 
2 reply d, The Fault was not her en- 


. 


a Trouble would a generous Pity” coſt you , 


1 
* 


painful Agonies.woul 
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notice of the Confuſion that appear d in 
both their Looks, ſome time kept her Eyes 
ſteadily fix d on Lyſander ; to whom ſhe 
ſaid, Now I perceive the force of Sympa- 
thy, I always imagining I only eſteem'd 
ou for your uncommon Merit ; but this 
Wanda 1 have found a more powerful Mo- 
tive, you very much reſembling a Perſon I 
once valued above all the World. She 
could not help ending theſe Words with 
a Sigh, as the Sequel of her Hiſtory will 
ſhow ſhe had but too juſt cauſe. oh 
To this Diſcourſe of Emelia, Bellamira 
anſwering, ſaid, How different are your 
Thoughts from mine, for I have often fan- 
cied Lyſander not unlike you? Which obli- 
ging Converſation of the Ladies he return'd 
with a Reſpe& that ſhow'd how happy he 
rhought himſelf in that generous Eſteem, 
which Emelia on all occaſions expreſs'd for 
him, on whom now only his Hopes depended. 
No ſooner did he return home, but re- 
tiring to his Cloſet, he there at large re- 
flected on what had paſſed. The Words of 
Bellamira, that her Pity would be of little 
uſe if not attended with her Friends, 
with the Bluſhes that accompanied them, 
he fondly imagined ſpoke in his favour; but 
then the cruel Concluſion, where ſhe told 
him ſhe believed he was too ſenſible it would 
be impoſſible ever to obtain, ſeized him with 
ſuch. an inexpreſſible Grief, as made him 
curſe his narrow Fortune whilſt attended 
with ſuch ambitious Deſires, meditating a 
thouſand extravagant Schemes how to ad- 
e Ke | ; VAnce 


r 
vance a Fortune worthy her Acceptanee. 
But that violent irreſiſtible Deity, Love, {till 
o' ercoming every Qbſtacle calm Reaſon op- 


poſed, he at length rallied up Courage e- 
nough to reſolve to write to Bellamira, ſhe 


. being always furrounded with too. much 


Company hardly ever to obtain another Op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to her; and indeed fo 
very difficult was it for him to give her the 


Letter, that he paid Emelia four or five Vi- 


fits before he could contrive to do it, as he 


thought, unperceiv'd: 'Tho' he unfortunately 


found his Impatience was like to prove very 
fatal; for Elifinda and Staniſſa being with 
Bellamira, who from the Window called 
them to ſee a fine Equipage paſs by of their 
Acquaintance, and they going to a different 
Window than that ſhe look'd out at, Lyſan- 
der being nigh her, in a low Voice faltering 
with Fear, ſaid, I conjure the beauteous 
Bellamira, if ſhe has any of that tender 
Compaſſion ſo lovely in her Sex, by the Power 
ſhe adores, to receive and read this, (put- 
ting the Letter into her Hand) which ſhe 
took, telling him he ask'd by too great a 
Power for her to refuſe his Requeſt. 
But juſt as ſhe was ſlipping it into her 
Pocket, Elifinda, whoſe Spite made her more 
intent on them, than the Equipage, hap- 
pening to turn her Head, oblerv'd, Bella- 
mira's having the Letter; and as ſoon as 
Lyſander was gone, ſhe hinted: it to Sa- 
niſſa, who, under pretence of ſettling her 
Clothes, took it out of her Pocket, whilſt 
the other held her in talk. ee , 
c 
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It was not long before the lovel y Bellas 
mira retir d to her Chamber, impatient to 
read the Letter, favouring the agreeable Au- 

thor much more than ſhe ever intended to 
let him know; but, on examining her Pockets, 
and miſſing it, ſhe quickly return'd where 
ſhe left the Ladies, who were withdrawn, 
with as eager Defi res to read it as ſhe, 
though mov'd by very different Motives, 
leaving Emelia alone. The amaz'd Concern 
Bellamira ſhew'd in ſearching for ſome- 
thing ſhe ſeem'd to have loſt, created a 
Curioſity in Emelia to know what it was; 
which ſtill increaſing by the Vexation the 
other expreſs d for the loſs of what ſhe 
could not find; Emelia, at length, preſſing 
her in very obliging Terms to know what 
had cauſed ſo great an Uneaſineſs, Bellamira 
faid, It is what I am extremely troubled at, 
becauſe, if it ſhould be found by any that are 
malicious, I ſhall be thought culpable of a 
ones Indiſeretion, than I am really guil- 
ty o 

E Theſe Words making Emelia much more 
importunate to be let into the Secret, and 
the other having an uncommon Confidence 
in her Indulgence, together with the fear 
it would come to her knowledge by other 
means, did not long keep her in ſufpence, 
but own'd the Truth. On which Emelia told 
her, ſhe had for ſome time ſuſpected as 
much, with no ſmall Concern, being very 
; much pleas'd it was gone no farther before 
me had acquainted her with it; For no 
other reafon, 1 afſure you, Bellamira, added 


. 
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foe, but that I may either be the means to 
reſtore your Mind to its former Tranquil- 
lity, which I am a little ſuſpicious Lyſauder 
has diſturb'd, or perhaps find Ways to make 
you happy with him; who, though I love 
you as my Child, I cannot help thinking 
deſerves you, were Fortune half as kind to 
him as Nature, who has been too laviſh of 
her Favours to him, for even the Frowns 
of the other fickle Deity to obſcure. 
Though nothing, could be more pleaſing 
to Bellamira, than Emelias ſpeaking thus 
favourably of Lyſander; yet, ſtriving to diſ- 
guiſe her Sentiments, ſhe reply'd, And do 
you, Madam, ever think it poſſible for Zy- 
ſander to arrive at a height of Fortune fit 
for me to hear his Addreſſes, without be- 
coming the Scorn and Jeſt of all who ſhould 
be ſenſible of my condeſcending Love 3 
The Ingenuity of that young Gentleman 
ſeems to me, reply'd Emelia, to promiſe he 
may one day arrive at a Fortune worthy 
your acceptance : But withal ſhe added, I 
Would not have you depend on ſuch uncer- 
rain Expectations, and give Hopes that may 
cruelly imbitter the loſs of you, if diſap- 
pointed in his other Views. If you will 
leave this Aﬀair to me, I will either cure 
him by the hopeleſs Impoſſibility of ever ob- 
taining you, or prompt him to ſeek you by 
Methods which ought to be approved by 
your Friends. Lou have, ſaid Bellamira, 
already ſhew'd ſo generous an Indulgence 
to my Weakneſs, that I cannot help diſco- 
vering to you my Heart rather inclines 
„ to 
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to wiſh the laſt ; and though I Would not 


give him Hopes, I cannot be pleas'd with 
the thoughts that his Deſpair ſhould be ſo 
extreme, as to cauſe my becoming entirely 
indifferent to him: not but ſince you have 
been ſo obliging to intereſt yourſelf in this 


Affair, 1 promiſe' to do nothing in favour 


of Lyſander, without your Approbation, and 
ſhall think myſelf happily ſecure in your im- 
partial Wiſdom. I cannot ſay, reph d Emelia, 
J find myſelf fo very impartial : However, 


T will try to make Reaſon my Guide in 


whatever ſhall relate to you two. 


In the mean time, the Sentiments of 


Elifinda were of a different nature, who re- 
tired with a malicious Joy to peruſe the ſtolen 
Letter; which contain'd theſe Words. 


LYSAND ER to the Adorable 
BELLAMIRA.” 


\ 


* | EFORE you turn your lovely 


c Eyes on theſe preſumpruous Lines, 


© ſummon up all the ſoft Compaſſion of 
< your Sex, and pardon at leaſt this Con- 
© fidence in him, whom your irreſiſtible 
Charms have made compleatly miſerable. 
In vain have I trove to ſubdue a Paſſion, 
too violently great longer to be oppos'd 
or ſtifled. The tortur'd Wreteh finds 
ſome Eaſe in his loud Complaints, though 
© ſtill continu d on the Rack, 


A 


little other 


Hope of Redreſs has the unfortunate Ly- 
* ſander——yet would feign tell the beau- 
„ teous 
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© teous Bellamira———my humble, my ar- 
© dent, my | ſincere Adoration, 'Oh ! why 
© has Fate caus'd ſo cruel a Diſtance ? 
: © Why are you ſo high, and I fo very 
low ſince amongſt all your number- 
© leſs Admirers, none can ever love with 
* Paſſion equal to mine. There being no 
Dangers, no Difficulties, nor Tortures, 
which I would not fly to encounter with 
eager Joy, to gain even the pleaſing 
View or Poſſibility of ever arriving at 
ſo glorious, ſo great, ſo exalted an Hap- 
pineſs. But whither does my wild 
fond Imagination carry me !——it's alrea- 
dy check'd for, methinks, here I ſee 
you ſhake your Head, and with a ſcornful, 
yet charming Smile, ſay How vain, 
impoſſible is his every Thought? 
is his every Hope ? - -Oh Bellamira ! 
be not ſo very cruel as to think it im- 
Poſſible. - You have ſeen, you have heard 
how the Charms of Ambition, mean when 
compar'd with yours, have often fired 
Mankind with a reſtleſs Emulation, baf- 
fled by no Difficulty, till they had reach d 
an envied Height. - Oh then believe 
Bellamira as a ans "Truth, I would do- 
Ten Thouſand Thouſand. Times more to 
gain but one enlivening Hope; yes, Ma- 
dam, could I but once obtain the Hap- 
pineſs to know that Bellamira defois'd 
me on no other ſcore but that of For- 
tune, I would ſoon puſh my Fate, to 
put an end by the eternal 1 of 


60 e to this anxious Soſpence, or. in 
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© ſome degree make myſelf worthy to be 
for ever Bellamira $ paſſionate Adorer ; 


ESN ER. 


— mock read the Ke with a 
ſpiteful Smile, ſaid ro Saniſſa, Now, if I 
miſtake not, T have an Opportunity to re- 
pay, with Intereſt, Lyſander*s inſolent Neg- 
ject; nor ſhall he, added ſhe, have even the 
Pleaſure of feeding this exalted. Flame with 
empty Hopes. I will put a ſtop to all his 
romantick Platonick Adorations, Which, I 
ſuppoſe, his dreaming Paffion has poſleſs*d 
him with. She failed not to execute that 
moment what ſhe threaten'd, carrying it 
to Bellgrand, and after ſome grave Reflections 
on the Inconvenieney of being too fami- 
Har with one's Inferiours, ſhe deſir'd him 
to ſpeak to Emelia about it, without ta- 

any Notice of her diſcovering it, but as 
if dropp'd by Bellamira in going to her 
Chamb N 

Bellgrand, complying with his Siſter 's Ad- 
ribs, acquainted Emelia, in very haughty 
Terms, with the preſumptuous Deſigns of 
| ay t inconſiderable Fellow, as he was pleas'd 
fo ſtile him. Emelia, arm'd for this En- 
counter, told him, Bellamira had already in- 
form'd her of his Addreſs, and that ſhe in- 
ferred to ſend for Lyſander, and make him 
ſenſible of his Error 15 her Diſpleaſure. 
To which ſhe added, That for fear of any 
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into the Country with Bellamira within a 
Week. Belgrand fully ſatisfy'd with what 
Emelia (ſaid ſhe deſign'd, left the reproving 
of Lyſander to her, to whom he always paid 
a complaiſant Regard, having ſecret Views 
of her Eſtate for himſelf and Bellamira. 
 Emelia accordingly ſent for Lyſander, who 
waited on her, alarm'd with Fears, that 
too ſoon prove Certaintys. She receiving 
him in her Dreſſing-Room as the moſt pri- 
vate, and accoſting him with his Letter in 
her Hand, told him, it was immediately 
miſs'd by Bellamira, and how ſoon her 
Brother had it ; who, ſaid ſhe, has left me 
to acquaint you with his Knowledge, and 
he deſires you would deſiſt in your Ad- 
dreſs to Bellamira, who, I am certain, will 
never encourage any thing of this nature 
without his Approbation. 

I need not go about to paint the Confuſion 
and Deſpair which ſeiz d Lyſander on theſe 
Words, it being much eaſier to imagine than 
deſcribe; an earthy Pale o er- ſpread his Face, 
and ſo great was his Concern, that it was ſome 
time before he could recover himſelf enough 
to make her any Reply. When ar laſt, 
with much difficulty, he ſaid, What you tell 
me, Madam, ought leſs to ſurprize me, be- 
cauſe expected: Men condemn'd to Death, 
ſhould rally up all their Courage to receive 
the ow: p FF ⁰ ů☚m ᷑̃⁊ ̃ ́ OH 

At this, Emelia, who was moved by a more 
powerful Motive than ſhe. yet knew any 
Cauſe" for, found ' herſelf ſo much infected 
with his Grief, that ſhe generouſly: told 7 


[ 
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If he had any probable Expectations from 
Olarius, or otherwiſe, ſhe would, perhaps, 
ſecond it with a n greater than he 
could hope. | _ 
» Lyſander, tranſported: with this unexpected 
Goodneſs in Emelia, reply'd, I know not 
what the providential Powers deſign for me, 
but ever ſince I have had the Honour to know 
you, I have regarded you with the Reſpe& I 
pay to guardian Angels. I never had the 
Happineſs, continued he, to be ſenſible of filial 
Tenderneſs, yet in your Indulgence, un- 
knowing to my ſelf, I have entertain'd Hopes 
of receiving from you Bleſſings little inferior 
to that which fond Paternal Love beſtows. 
For Heaven's ſake, Madam, reaſſumed he, con- 
tinue that generous Compaſſion you have al- 
ready been pleas d to expreſs to me, you ſhall 
never repent it by any Offence of mine; which 
alas, added he, is all I have power ro promiſe. 
He then acquainted her with his only depend- 
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os ing on the Liberality of, as he juſtly term'd 
bl It, the beſt of Men, without ſo much as ſhew- 
4 ing who his Parents were, otherwiſe than 
1 that Olarius had often told him, he was a 
4 Gentleman and his Friend; and tho, pur ſu d 
bi. be, I cannot preſs my generous Benefactor to 


any thing, yet he has given cauſe to hope 

and expect whatever is in his power; not three 
Days ſince, he purchas'd me an Employment | 
conſiderably more Advantageous and Honou- | 
rable than my former. In ſhort, after much | 
Diſcourſe; ſtaying with her above two Hours, 

he at laſt prevail'ꝰd fo far with Emelia, that 


ns gate him leave to write to her, and men- 
tion 
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tion what he pleas'd of Bellamira, whom, 


if ſhe judg d proper, ſhould ſee it; but on 
this Condition only, that he would promiſe 
on his Honour never to write to that Lady 

without her knowledge: which he having 
aſſur'd her of, ſhe farther added a particular 
Care to avoid its falling into Elſinda's power, 
at the ſame time letting him underſtand, her 


Aſſiſtance ſhould not be wanting, if any ching 
fell out to his advantage, if he would but 


acquaint her with it. 

On theſe Terms ſhe took her leave a Ly- 
ſander, whom ſhe would not ſuffer to ſee Bel- 
lamira ; tho at the ſame time, ſhe gave him 


greater Hopes than the fond Lover expected 


or imagined ; and according as ſhe had pro- 
mis'd Bellgrand, within four Days ſhe left the 
Town, who accompanied her, with Eliſinda, 
to her Country, Seat. But what happen'd 
when they arrivd there, and the many Dif- 
ficulties which the Malice of Eliſinda created 
to the Lovers, with the Adventures of Emelia, 
and the ſurprizing Means by which Lyſander 
came to the knowledge of his Freren are 
reſerved to the Second Part. 
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5 ney, Belgrand, Staniſſa, with Elie 
Anda and her Woman, filled one 
Coach; whilſt Emelia and Bella- 
mira followed in an open Chariot, 

with each of their Attendants on Horſeback. 

The Summer being advanced to its geanu 
4 of Pride, like a wanton Prodigal, pro- 
fuſely threw all her Bounties round them, pre- 
ſenting to their view the Earth's choiceſt ſtores, 
which had been long hoarded within her Bo- 
ſom by the cold Icicles of penurious Winter; 
the Sun's fiery Beams diſperſing the deep ver- 
dure of the Spring into a thouſand different 
Greens, which intermixing with beauteous 
Flowers, created a pleaſing Variety wherever 
ny turn'd their Eyes; whilſt the pretty 

PART II. B wing d 


The PRU PD k. | 
wing'd Choriſters of the Air, on their lofty | 
Branches, ſaluted them with Nature's ſweete 
Harmony; ; "whilſt. the ſwift Horſes, in 
Clouds of Duſt, . led the dinged Town, and 
by their eager Courſe ſeem'd to ſeek the un- 
; fainted fragrant Country Air. 
But Bellamira, inſenſible to all theſe Plea- 
1 Mmtes, often turn'd her beauteous Eyes to- 
wards the Town, Lyſander there having gain'd 
too ſecure a hold of her Heart for ſuch trifling 
Amuſements to interrupt the leaſt thoughts of 
him ; this Separation cauſing her more ſenſibly 
to feel his Power, imagining every motion of 
the circling wheels was making an eternal Di- 
viſion between them: in vain ſhe ſtrove to 
ſuppreſs the riſing Sighs; the greateſt Happi- 
neſs ſhe now wiſhed, Ss alone to give a full 
vent to her Sorrows by Tears, often fancying 
ſhe had too rigidly acted the Heroine, in ſub- 
mitting her ſelf ſo intirely to the Conduct of 
| Emelia, who did not want the penetration 
eaſily to diſcern the true ſpring from whence 
this unuſual Melancholy in her flowed; which, 
after having firſt unſucceſsfully ſtrove to di- 
vert, ſhe let her underſtand ſhe was not igno- 
rant of the Cauſe of her Penſiveneſs, conjuring 
her, by the Happineſs ſhe hoped for, not to 
indulge it; for tho, purſued Emelia, it's a 
pleaſing, yet it's a fatal Fire, the more you 
give way to it, and feed it, the more it will 
devour your Repoſe. J am, alas, added ſhe, 
but too well acquainted with the Danger, not 
to wiſh to ſave you from the Rock on which 
my Peace, and all my Happineſs, hath long 
fince been wreck'd, only leaving me 2 wretched 
Infipid Lite, inſenſible of Joy or Pleaſure. 
 Bellamira 
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Bellamira never having heard Emelia make 
the leaſt mention of her being touched with 
that weakneſs, tho ſo incident to our Nature, 
looking on her with ſome ſurprize, ſaid, Is it 
poſſible, Madam, that you, who have on every 
other occaſion ſhown ſo perfect a Command 
over all your Paſſions, ſhou'd ſuffer that one 
to tyrannize to ſuch a cruel degree as you are 
pleas d to ſay. Yes, replied Emelia, Heaven is 
my Witneſs, it's to the letting that one Folly 
gain too great an aſcendant over my Soul, that 
J owe millions of tedious reſtleſs Nights and 
anxious Days: Yet, continued that Lady, her 
Looks are clouded with ſo ſorrowful an Air, 
as but too fully confirmed the Truth of what 
ſhe ſaid ; I was ſo far from giving way to any 
wild inequality, or combating between Incli- 
nation and unrelenting Friends, that I had e- 
ven the cozening plea of Duty to contribute 
towards my indulging a Paſſion, the Exceſs 
of which has imbitter'd all my paſt Life. Did 
you, purſued ſhe, but know the cruel diſaſters 
which attend my Love, that had the ſanction 
of Law and Heaven on my fide; you would 
ſhun the very Name, and dread every 
Thought of that deceiving pernicious Diſeaſe 
with as great a Terror, as you wou'd fly ill 
Fate, accompany d with all her changing 
Scenes of Miſery. | +< Web 
This Diſcourſe of Emelia's reviv'd Bellami- 
ra, and rais'd an extreme Curioſity in her to 
know the whole Series of a Life, of which ſhe 
had already heard ſeveral extraordinary pieces, 
reply'd ſhe, How deceitful are Appearances : ſince 
you are ſo unhappy, as you are pleas'd to ex- 
preſs, who ſeem to be loaded with all the 
yr B 2 Bleſſings 
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Bleſſings that Fortune or Nature can beſtow, 
inſomuch as to create the Envy of ſome, and 
at the ſame time raiſe the Admiration of al- 
moſt the whole Province! For who could ima- 

7 Emelia, like the expiring Phenix, ſhould 
languiſh in the conſuming Flames of Love, 
that hath ſtill reſiſted, with a ſteady auſterity, 
the ardent Addreſſes of all the neighbouring 
Nobility and: Geritry. You ſee, reſumed Eme- 
lia, what a Confidence I have in you, you 
having drawn from me a Secret diſcloſed to 
rione living but yourſelf, which I did to arm 
you againſt my Fate, you having it yet in 
your Power to controul the young beginnings 
of ( I fear) your Love for Lyſander : But alas,con- 
tinued Emelia, how vain will be my Advice, you 
being of an Ape more inclin'd to receive the 
impreſſions of that deluding Paſſion, than a- 
ny grave Inſtructions to the contrary. To 


Which Bellamira reply d, Madam you very 


much wrong the regard 1 always pay to your 
Inſtructions, which penetrate ſo deep in me, as 
to make an eternal impreſſion on my Mind; 
and am confident, added ſhe, did you think it 

proper to let me know the Particulars of your 
unhappy Story, I ſhould always wear them in 
my Mind as a Shield to defend me againſt the 
fame Misfortunes. Could I flatter my ſelf, an- 
ſwered Emelia, in the leaſt it would * that 
good Effect, I ſhould readily let you know 


them, however my weakneſs might be cen- 


fared, for entertaining one ſo young with Love- 
Adventures. 


Ah Madam, anſwered. Bellamirk, do not 
imagine it a Weakneſs; for I am certain, ſuch 
extraordinary things as have happen d to you 

muſt 


ing. Cuſbema, who attended you in the Indies, 
hath told me many Particulars of the King's 
violent Paſſion for you, accompany'd with the 
dangers of the Queen's Jealouſy; and your 
flight with your Uncle; which hath. raifed in 
me ſo great a Curioſity to hear the reſt, that 
nothing but the fear of offending you by my 
inquiſitiveneſs could allay; tho to obtain that 
Satisfaction, I would venture to incur a little of 
your Diſpleaſure. Well, rephhj d Emelia, one time 
or other I will acquaint you with them; not 
but thoſe things Cuſbema hath been ſo buſy in 
rehearſing, are the ſmalleſt part of the Vexa- 
tions I have met with, and believe you'll be 
convinc'd, when I have divulgꝭd all that hath 
happen'd to me, I have no mean Opinion of your 
Friendſhip, by truſting you with a Secret that 
ought for ever to be bury*d in Oblivion. On 
which Bellamira ſaid, Had you not mention'd 
it requires ſo great a Confidence in the diſelo- 
ſing of them, I would have intreated it might 
have been now, to divert the tediouſneſs of 
our Journey, eſpecially as we are now alone; 
for when you arrive at your Seat, too many 
Viſiters will croud, for me to catch ſo lucky 
an opportunity in ſome Months. 5 

 Emelia perceiving her impatient Curioſity, 
and thinking it might divert for- the preſent 
the Uneaſineſs ſhe perceiv'd the ſeparation from 
Lyſander had created, began to recount the 
Tranſactions of her paſt Life in the following 
Manner, 8 | . 1 5.54 
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will conceal nothing from you of Impor» 
I tance, for which reaſon I muſt begin with 
my Birth; for tho you are not ignorant I am 
at diſtance related to your Mother. yet the 
little Knowledge you have. of the Condition 
my Parents left me in, obliges me to acquaint 
you; that tho many of my Father's Anceſtors 
were diſtinguiſh'd by Titles, yet he being a 
younger Brother, had little to depend on but 
his Sword; and in that Station marry'd my 
Mother, who was a conſiderable Fortune for 
him. But they did not long enjoy the Happi- 
neſs, or know the Vexations of that State, 
my Birth fatally cauſing her Death; at which 
her Relations, being extremely griev'd, to 
comfort themſelves for her Loſs, took on them 
the Care of me, as a Part of her they never 
more, in this Life, were to know any thing of. 
Berinthia her Siſter, then a Childleſs Widow, 
was the Perſon to whom Iowe my Education, in 
whoſe Tenderneſs I never miſs'd a Mother; ſhe 
alſo took care my Father. ſhould render back 
part of my Mother's Fortune into her Power 
to provide for me, I mention this now, becauſe 
you'll hereafter find J have reaſon to place 
all my Misfortunes to this account. My Fa- 
ther, tho he never marry'd again, living be- 
yond his Fortune, dy'd when I was but ſeven 
years 


A 
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what my Aunt had taken care to ſecure; 
who, tho ſhe had a conſiderable Jointure, yet 
being a perfect faſhionable Lady, viſited by 
Perſons of the firſt Rank, fell into that un- 


happy Foible of Gaming, which in the end 


made her very uneaſy, and prov'd my fatal 


Ruin; tho T-think of it with leſs bitterneſs, 
becauſe I am certain it was an unwary Injury, 
ſhe taking an uncommon Care to give me all 


the Improvements I was capable to learn: I 


arrived to the Age of Fifteen, enjoying all the 


yield in the gayeſt of Company. u 
But alas! I Had not paſt abobe three Months 
beyond that Age, before I came acquainted 


calm Pleaſures that Youth and Innocence could 


Vith the Cauſe of all thoſe” irreparable Sor- 


rows, Anxieties and Miſeries I have fince 
ſuffer d. My Aunt, according to her uſual 
Cuſtom, going into the Country to ſpend the 
Summer, we had not been at her Seat above a 
Fortnight, before ſome young Ladies viſiting 
me, I went to ſhow them the coming in of 
the Tide, at a River that ran not two Fields 
from the Houſe; the violent Noiſe it' makes 
in its entering, is both ſurprizing and diverting, 
it roars like the wild horrid Cries of hungry 


Beaſts eagerly purſuing their Prey, which is 
Jjudg'd to be occaſionꝰd by the meeting of two 


Rocks that almoſt ſtop its Paſſage, and cauſes 
it to puſh with greater force when paſt that 
narrow ſtrait, it ruſhing with ſuch impetuoſi- 
ty, as to overturn Boats and ſmall Veſſels in its 
way : but to fave the watry 'Travellers from 
the Danger, it warns them by its Noiſe ſeve- 
ral Miles before its approach. This a 
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ſome Gentlemen that were diverting them- 
ſelves at the ſport of Fiſhing, to draw in not 


only their Nets, but Boat, under a high 
Rock where we ſtood to view. the Tide s 


entrance, Which had a vaſt deſcent from the 
River. They in that Place lodg'd their Tack- 
ling and Boat for — intending, by a 

Path contrived on pu "for ſuch. Uſes, to 
mount to the upper os but as I ſince 
learnt, they were longer detain'd there than 
occaſion; requir d, in liſtening to our ignorant 
idle Talk concerning the River, and other 
trifling Things; and not being directly be- 
neath where we ſtood, they had made them- 
ſelves Peep- holes through the Greens to view 
us, Whilſt they remain d conceal'd from our 
ſight by the Reeds and Shrubs, and Rock; 
It unfortunately chanced, that 1 leaning to 


reach a Butterfly, the beauteous variety, of 
Colours that was placed in its Wings inviting 


my Curioſity to a nearer view, my Foot ſlipt, 

in vain catching hold of the next growing 
Twigs; for they yielding to my weight, I fell 
into the River, where I had been ſoon inevi- 
tably loft, had not Bellvile, one of the young 
Gentlemen before mention d, leapt from the 
place of their Concealment after me into the 
River, and diving down caught hold of me, 
and. with no Amal difficulty and danger drew 
me to the Shore, the Tide — ſo cloſe 
as to be very nigh o er whelming us both; and 
would (cry d Emelia, interrupting her Story) the 
Waves had  devour'd me in their mercileſs 
folds, or bury'd. me in the Entrails of the 
greedieſt Monſter that inhabits the watry Ele- 
ment, before I had owed. my Life-to ſo n! 

| an 
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and treacherous a Preſerver. But why do'I 
talk, added fbe, Preſcience is not given to Mor- 
tals, elſe with my returning Senſes I ſhould 
have loaded him with | Curſes inſtead: of the 
Bleſſings I then implored might be ſhower d 
down on my generous Deliverer. But, pur- 
ſued ſpe, the Qutcries of my Companions 
quickly reaching to my Aunt and her People, 
they made to the Banks of the Raver almoſt as 
ſoon as Belluile had drawn me out, ſenſeleſs, 
without Motion, and few ſigns of Life, to that 
Place, where, they have ſince told me, that 
with a tender inexpreſſible Concern, he endeas 
voured by all means in his power to reſtore 
my almoſt loſt Life; moaning over me in terms 
ſo Paſſionate, as ſhow'd he was more intereſted 
in my Recovery, than what was meerly due to 
Compaſſion, on ſuch Occafions. Whilſt my 
Aunt, having learnt in how generous a man- 
ner he had ſaved me, firſt taking care to have 
me convey d Home, the more conveniently to 
be relieved ;- with Expreſſions of Gratitude, 
equal to ſuch an extraordinary Obligation, ſhe 
invited him to her Houſe, to have his wet 
Clothes changed, and himſelf refreſhed after 
ſo violent a Fatigue; intreating Bellvile to 
bring along with him the Gentlemen that ac- 
company'd him in his Diverſion: Some of 
them were already of her Acquaintance, and 
all ſeem'd deſirous to ſtay and ſee the event of 
my Recovery; which was not long. A Surs 
geon happening to be in the Neighbourhood, 
let me blood, and having receiv a little Wa- 
ter, I was ſoon, with Cordials, reſtored to 
Life, and my Senſes; where the firſt thing I 
learnt, was my Obligations to the generous 
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10 The PRU PDE: 
Hazarder of his own Life to preſerve mine: 
my Aunt telling me at the ſame time, he de- 
ſired to ſee me before he took his Leave, or- 
der d me to raiſe my ſelf in my Bed, and re- 
ceive him as well as poſſible. But ah! Bella- 
mira, purſued Emelia, how ſhall I deſcribe the 
Charms of my Conqueror when he-approach'd 
me ! even in that rough Diſhabillee there ap- 
ear'd ſuch an inchanting Softneſs in his Eyes, 
mix d with ſuch an ingaging Command in his 
Air, that I am aſſur'd I needed not fo great a 
Prepoſſeſſion in his favour, to have liked, to 


have loved him beyond all I had ever thought 


of that Sex. His Words and Eyes expreſs'd 
an unſpeakable Joy to ſee me ſo much reco- 
ver d. Tho my Weakneſs permitted him not 
long to ſtay ; yet in that ſhort ſpace, he ſaid 
ſo many eaſy, tender, obliging Things, how 
Happy he thought himſelf in having preſerv'd 


me from ſo imminent a Danger, that I cannot 
help acknowledging to you, from that Mo- 


ment I did nothing but think of him; and in 
return for Life preſerv'd, intirely ſacrificed 
my Heart, my future Peace and Happineſs to 
him. For tho I was very young, I eaſily per- 
ceived there was ſomething in the Languiſh- 


ment of his Eyes, and Manner of his Addreſs, 


which I ſoon became knowing enough to in- 
terpret Love, When he took his Leave of my 
Aunt, he intreated ſhe would permit him to 
viſit me; ſaying, he was too much intereſted 
in what he had ſo happily ſaved, not to deſire 
to ſee the full completion of it. Which, had 
ſhe not been inclined to, Decency would have 
prevented her Retuſal, conſidering the late Ob- 


5 ligation, and the Knowledge ſhe by this time 


had 
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had of his Birth; having learnt. of the Com- 
pany, he was the eldeſt 'Son of the Count De 
l will forbear to mention the Name of 
his Father's Title, ſaid Emelia, becauſe it is 
now deſcended to him, and is too conſpicuous 
not to be known ; and ſome unhappy Parti- 
culars of my Relation being no ways to his 
advantage, I will oy" hide that Part from 
en. ne 
He was che elicem's the moſt abba li 
Chevalier that adorn'd his Native Court, ha- 
ving viſited moſt others for Improvement; be- 
ſides, he had a ſtock of Learning beyond what 
is uſual in Perſons of his Diſtinction. He had 
already reach'd the fix and twentieth Year of 
his Age, and juſt returning from his Travels, 
paid his Parents a viſit; they at that time be- 
ing in that Country, where their chief Seat 
and moſt Part of their Eſtate lay. | 
But tho I was ignorant what Impreſſion 
this Adventure made on him; I will own, 
that as ſoon as the Dizzineſs, occaſion'd by my 
Fall, permitted me to think, I inploy d all 
my Thoughts on him, and the Accident that 
had happen'd; and often made my ſelf uneaſy, 
with the fear that Belivile's ſaving me was 
meerly owing to his Gallantry; not imagining 
he had ſeen me before my Fall. Tho that fear 
was diſperſed on his firſt Viſit, he then taking 
occaſion to make me ſenſible, what he h 
done was the Effect of the Charms (he ſaid ) 
he diſcover'd in me before my fatal plunging 
into the River: Which I was eaſily inelin'd to 
believe; for as young People are generally de- 
lighted with Show, and Appearances, ſo in my 


E Belivile ſeem'd to furpals himſelf, having 
C 2 changed 
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changed ha negligent . Dreſs he had on before, 
for Fiſhing, to the richeſt Habiliments that a- 
dorn a Birth-Day ; which he ſet off by a thou- 
ſand Graces, and ſuch a becoming eaſy Pride, 
as made me conſider him unparallel d. Nor 
was I a little pleas' d, a Gentleman fo accom- 
pliſh'd ſhould eſteem me worthy of his parti- 
cular Regard ; he from that time declaring 
his Paſſion with all the Infinuations that are 
uſual on ſuch Occaſions. 

But I dwell too long, continued — on 
Trifles, and ſtill roo fondly repeat what then 
Pleaſed | "IE 

Not in the leaſt, anfever'd Bellamita.; for 

methinks I ſee him with all thoſe Graces and 
Accompliſhments you are pleas d to deſcribe, 
charmed with your inimitable Beauty; which 
Time, that cruel Robber, hath not yet had 
power to plunder you of. 
Emelia, with a confuſed Smile, i was going to 
reply, when Bellamira re- aſſuming the Diſs 
courſe, asked her, Whether this was the Per- 
ſon ſhe told Lyſander he reſembled? It was, 
ſaid Emelia, (immediately reflecting that was 
the Cauſe ſhe ſo readily admired his Charms) 
and ought to warn you to ſhun areſemblance ſo 
fatal to me; for Lyſander is of the ſame Sex, 
and may have a Heart as deceitfully Cruel: 
they are all ſmooth as Summer's Waters in pur- 
ſuit, Beauty then concealing the ravenous Paſ- 

fions that cloſely lurk to devour the heedleſs 
believing Prey, when in their power, as you'll 
find immediately in Belluile a ſad Inſtance of. 
His conſtant Viſits quickly ſpreading round 
the Country, at laſt reach'd his Father's ears; 
and. 5 ſeveral of my: Aunt 's Friends —_ 
7 « 
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the liberty to repreſent to her, how much 
Bellvile was above my Expectations for a Huſ- 
band, with the Impoſſibility, were he inclin'd, 
his Father being ſtill alive; and if ſhe ſuffer'd 
the Continuance of his Viſits, my loſt Repu- 
tation would certainly be the unhappy Conſe- 
quence that muſt attend it. This fo alarm'd 
her, that ſhe reſolved to forbid him, tho in as 
obliging a Manner as poſſible : Which fhe has 
ſince own'd to me, he received with inexpreſ- 
ſible Concern; intreating her to lay aſide this 
Reſolution, proteſting his Deſigns were Ho- 
nourable : But Berinthia being immovable, he 
was at laſt forced to take his Leave, without 

| ſeeing me, my Aunt having confined me to 
my Chamber, very uneaſy at this cruel Sepa- 
ration; tho in that perplex'd Condition, with 
no ſmall Satisfaction, I view'd him through the 
Window going to his Chariot, he often look- 
ing back with ſo deep a Melancholy in his Air, 
as cauſed me to imagine his Diſpleaſure equal 
to mine, at leaſt; nor do I queſtion bur at 
that time it was ſo. Being Violent in his 
Nature, he is Implacable in his Hatred; but 
whilſt. he loves, is tender beyond all that can 
be expreſs'd or imagin'd of that Paſſion: I 

have often heard him ſay, he thought it re- 
ſembled the Divine Being to reward Virtue 
liberally ; and puniſh Offences. And indeed, 
purſued that diſconſolate Lady, only in what re- 
lated to me, he ſtrictly followed this Maxim. 
Bur cruel Men do not think they ſwerve from 
the Rules of Morality, in loading our hapleſs 
Sex with Injury. Thus, continued ſhe, we par- 
ted, as I thought Eternally ; eight Days paſ- 
ſing, the moſt tedious I *cill then had known: 
Leif 3 1 When, 
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When, one Morning as I was dreſſing, m 

Maid in her Attendance mixing a deal of — 
ſeous Flattery; at laſt asked me, If a Letter 
from Belluile would diſpleaſe me. My Looks 
giving her encouragement, ſhe preſently gave 
me one from him, to this Purpoſe. 


BELLVILE to the Lovely 
E ME LIA. 


Eturning "home full of 'a thouſand untafy 
Thoughts at Berinthia' 8 having ſo cruelly de- 


5 ble of, from the Moment 1 F rſt beheld all that 
is Lovely or Defirable in Emelia Tet in Addition 
to this unſpeakable Mifortune, I find the ſame buſy 
Spirits which created in her ſo fix d a Severity, have 
likewiſe repreſented to my Father my regard for you, 
with o much ill-nature, as to occafion his forbidding 
me ib entertain u Thought of that inexpreſſible 
Charmer. Which, alas! is impoſſible to obey 
(whatever I owe to Paternal Duty) it not being in my 
power to ſuppreſs a Paſſion 1 am certain is eternally 
rooted in my Soul. Tho, to appeaſe his preſent watch- 
ful Jealouſy, together with your Aunt's unneceſſa- 
ry Caution, I would fain ſtrive to prevail on you, 

pity to the inſupportable Anguiſh your Abſence 
hath cauſed, to conſent I fhould ſee you by the Means 
the Bearer will propoſe, 1 conjure you, do not re- 

juſe this one Requeſt, to him who will Sacrifice all 
Things to gain the ſmalleſt Intereſt in Emelia's 
Heart, it being intirely in her power, to make me 
the moſt Wretched or the moſt Happy of Men, but 
not in Heaven's to make me any other than her 

Paſſionate Adorer, 


n BELLVILE. 
* Fr Tho 
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Tho I was infinitely charmed to find Belvile 
was nöt inclin'd lightly to quit the Thoughts 
of Love and Emelia; yet when I read that 
Part, where he defired me to meet him with- 
out Berintha's knowledge; I was ſeized with 

a Trembling, as if Nature, in a conyulſed 
Stulle was yielding me up to Death; ſo great 
a Terror did it fill me with: TI being 1 not fo 
young, as to be heedleſs of my Aunt's Advice, 
who did not ſpare to'repreſent 'to me, with 
but too much appearance of Reality, that 


Bellvile's only Aim was, the Ruin of my Inno- | 


cence : Which, methou hts, this Letter had 
but too much the Air of; in defiring to ſee me 
in ſo obſcure a manner. Wheretore., with 
looks of Reſentment, giving the Maid to un- 


derſtand I would acquaint my Aunt. with Bel 


vile's Deſign, and her being a faithleſs Partner 
in it; the Girl being frightned, by a thou- 
ſand Intreaties endeavour” d to bribe my Si- 
lence, confeſſing, his Valet had prevail'd. on 
her to deliver it to me, and, if it were poſſible, 
to get me to a Farmer's about. a Mile from 
Berinthia s, under pretence of a Walk, where 
that lovely Seducer was to meet me (attended 
only by his Valet) diſguis'd. like one of his 
Father's inferior Servants. 

When ſhe had ended her Tale, * 3 
my Paſſion to abate, ſhe ſtrove by many inſi- 
nuating Arts to prevail on me to go; and in- 
deed, ſaid Emelia, it's hard to deſcribe the 
War I had within me on this occaſion. Love 
already too powerfully invading, inclin'd me to 


hearken to every thing that favour'd him; but 


then, on the other fide, I dreaded even his 
Cenfure of ſuch a fond Compliance to his Re- 
1 
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16 The PRUDE: 


queſt, I remain'd in this Perplexity a whole 


Day, ſeveral times being ready to acquaint my 
| Aunt; which certainly 


ly I had done, had I nor 
fear d her proceeding would have been ſo ſe- 


"vere, as intirely to have ſtopt all Hope of a fu- 


ture Correſpondence, the very Thought of 
which I could not bear; tho, fortunately, at 
laſt, Reputation, and the fear of venturing on 
Dangers I was ſo much a Stranger to, cauſed 
me only to anſwer his Letter to this Effect. 


E HE LIA to the Dangerous 
BELLYILE. 


Know not whether I onght to inform you with 
what Reluctance I am forced to deny the gene- 
rous Preſerver of my Life, © 3 
But your Requeſt being ſo contrary to the Rules 
preſcribed me (to guard what is, and ought to be, 
dearer to me than Life) 1 dare not venture on a 
Breach of them. „ 
have not acquainted my Aunt with jour Let- 
ter, becauſe ſhe fears you much more than I do, 
which could you find the Means to vanquiſh, you 
might eafily obtain from her what you ſeem ſo defi- 
Tho 1 am certain, the Severity of our Friends 
will cauſe you ſoon to loſe all Thoughts of Emelia ; 
yet ſhe can never forget how much ſhe is indebted to 
r OY 


© EMELIA: 
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Ion, ſaid Emelia, I was not fo careful to 
hide my Love, as I was afraid too cold an An- 
(wer would have created in him the like In- 
difference; and with all the Impatience of a 
young Heart, roo tenderly touch'd with that 
Paſſion, I waited my Maid's Return, (who 
went at the Time he had appointed to meet 
me.) Bur ſhe only brought me the diſcon- 
rented News, that Bellvile, on reading my 
Letter, expreſs'd an angry Concern at my not 
coming, and would not be perſuaded but 1 
had told Berinthia; whom, he ſaid, he was cer- 
tain had ordered me to write that Letter : and 
only coldly preſenting his Service, bid her to 
tell me, I had robb'd my ſelf of the ſincereſt 
of Lovers, by depriving him of every means 
to be ſuch. W EE e 

This threw me into ſuch a diſconſolate 
Grief, that I thought nothing at that time 
could have equall'd ; often repenting my Ti- 
morouſneſs in not venturing to ſee him. But 
thoſe Thoughts would in a moment change 
into a juſt Indignation, to find on how flight 
an Occaſion he could ceaſe to love. But 
whatever Aſſiſtance I had from my Reſent- 
ment, I could not reflect on the Charms of his 
paſt Converſation, without finding, it muſt be 
from Time only, that I could hope a Cure for 
this early, yet too deep Impreſſion; which had 
ſo great an Effect on my Temper and Looks, 
as to occaſion Berinthia to take notice of it: 
who ſoon got the Secret from me; and very 
much approving my. Conduct in it, from that 
moment ſhe deſcended from the Authority of 
a Parent, to that of a Friend; raking this op- 
portunity of inforcing, how little truſt was to 
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18 The Prue. 
be put in that faithleſs Man; who, had you 
met him ( ſaid ſhe) would have received you 


- 85 with all the ardent Tranſports of expecting 
i Love; but finding you were not weak enough 
_ to fall into his Snare, you fee he'll ſoon loſe. 


the Thought of you in other Amuſements. - 
But to my Misfortune, purſued that Lady, I 
* found her no ways Prophetick in what con- 
1 cern'd him, who was too violently bent on his 
4 fatal Love, to reſt *till he had found a more 
ſucceſsful way; which he did, by the Aſſi- 


I | Rance of a neighbouring Lady: who, accord- 
1 ; ing to their Contrivance, as he hath ſince told 
- mme, perſuaded my Aunt, and me, to go with 
= her to a Perſon who was lately come into the 


Country, and was reckoned to have an extra- 
ordinary Foreſight ; the People reporting very 
ſtrange and ſurprizing Wonders of his Know- 
2 ledge, tho he was Dumb. And that unhap- 
| py Inclination to Gaming, I amcertain, induced 
my Aunt to go and inquire of this ſuppoſed 
Seer, whether the Planets would be more favou- 
rable to her for the future in that darling A- 
muſement, than they had hitherto proved. But 
= tho the Lady had taken care to give Bellvile 
_—_— Notice of the Day we deſign'd to go, yet he 
* did not appear till ſome time after we were 
* | there; that it might look the more like an Ac- 
1 cident. Here, ſaid Emelia, I cannot mention 
* huis Prediction, which in part happen'd, tho I 
| am uncertain, whether I ought” to impute it 
"of ro Chance or Knowledge; who all the while I 
_—- Was writing (for he could neither Speak nor 


— Ws r — * 
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if i £ 4 
3 Hear) fixing his Eyes earneſtly on me, with 
3 much more Attention than he did either on 
1 | | « 

© Sp my Aunt 'or the Lady, at laſt wrote my Fate 
| 


in theſe Words. Once 
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5 Once already have jou eſcaped the Dangers of 5 


the liquid Element; yet e er the revolving Sun three 
times changes the Seaſon to its preſent State, torn 


from all you love, in diſtant Sas and Lands, you 
ſhall ſtruggle with greater Dangers —— 1 ſee 
tempeſtuous Waves, a Wreck, Daggers, Wounds, . 


Poiſon, all arm'd with Deſtruction, ready to de- 
vour you; but Death ſhall not o'ertake 50¹ :. 


Tou will return to your native Land, honourably 


Rich, and at laſt —— (but long long vill it be 


firſt ) calm Content, and balmy Peace, ſhall crown _ 


your Days; and when you, childleſs, think to. de- 
ſcend to the Grave, you ſhall be. bleſſed beyond a 
Mother's Hope, with all blooming Excellencies, in 
a Son, as fully to compleat your fond Maternal Joy. 


There being ſomething. ſo extraordinary in 
this Prediction, we were employ'd in talking 
of it *till Bellvile approach'd 3 who expreſs'd a 
Surprize mix'd with a ſeeming Shame, at-being 
caught in ſuch a weak Curioſity, and turning 

it off with a pleaſant Ridicule, ſaid ſeveral di- 
. werting things of himſelf on that Occaſion, 
defiring my Aunt to aſſiſt him in what Queſtion 
he ſhould: ask: She ( rartly anſwered) bid 


him inquire Whether his Miſtreſs would not 
diſappoint his next Aſſignation? No, (reply'd 


he, ſtung at what ſhe ſaid) it ſhall be of more 
Importance; which is, Whether I ſhall eyer 


have the Happineſs to obtain her? According- 


ly writing to that Purpoſe, the Seer, or For- 
tune-teller (for I am dubious which to call 
him) anſwer' d, Ion will, but not according to your 
preſent Deſire; tho Fate in all Things ſeems to 
crown you with Succeſs, Marriage only excepted ; 
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; which, could you beware of Jealouſy, would be in- 
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expreſſibiy Happy : But I ſee a falſe Friend, rob- 
bing you of your too much loved Wife. Tho 
I cannot reconcile this Prediction of Bellvile"s 


to the Event; yet what he told my Aunt, 
and the Lady, fell out exactly as he ſaid; ' 


At laſt, this ſubtle Lover, wich a handſome 
inſinuating Complaiſance, took Care to inform 
her, he had a Bill of hers ſent him from the 


 Marquifſs— —— which ſhe had given him for 


a Gaming Debt; telling her, the Marquiſs 


. owing him as much, he had diſcounted it, in- 


tending to wait her Conveniency for the Pay- 


ment; or if ſhe pleaſed to make another Trial, 
whether Chance would give it her back, or 
double it to him. Tho nothing could be more 


ſuitable to Berinthia's Inclinations than this 
Propoſal, yet not being inſenſible of Bellvile's 
Drift, ſhe anſwer'd him, ſhe had already ſuf- 
fer d too much to venture any more; adding, 
ſhe would ſpeedily take care to make him eaſy. 
On which, he tore the Bill in her fight ; ſay- 
ing, he knew he had a Perſon 'of Honour to 
deal with, and would not be at the trouble to 
keep Paper. This Action of Bellvile's, join'd 
with his artful Addreſs, ſo wrought on my 


| "Aunt, as immediately ro change her Behaviour 
and Sentiments of him; which to compleat, 


he having accompany d us to the Lady's Houſe, 
where Cards being ſoon called for, he took 
care to loſe back to her moſt Part of her Debt 
before they parted. Tho he hath ſince ſaid, 
he did it with Deſign; yer he feign'd as diſ- 
ſembled a Concern, as if it had been intirely , 
owing to his ill Lucecx. E 


1 


5 


*. 


I dwell longer upon this Point, ſaid Emelia, 


becauſe I would convince you how many va- 


rious pernicious Ts, Gaming has occaſion'd: 
Beltvile's Artifice working fo powerfully on 
this auhappy Weakneſs in my Aunt, that con- 
trary to all her former Reſolves, I am certain 


ſhe came to Town much ſooner than ſhe in- 


_ tended, that he might with the greater free- 
dom viſit us without his Father's knowledge: 
not that he obtain'd this Point, but by a thou- 
ſand Proteſtations of the Honourableneſs of his 
Deſigns. And at laſt, I believe, finding every 
other Means impoſſible, he gain'd on my Aunt 
and me, to confent to a private Marriage, on 
this hard unhappy Condition, 'That both of us 
were bound, by ſolemn Oaths, never to reveal 
it 'till his Father's Death. eee 
I cannot help, ſaid Emelia, on this occaſion 
making a few Reflections on Clandeſtine Mar- 
riages, which ſeldom are found Fortunate; it 
ſeeming as if Heaven deſign'd the Parents Ap- 
probation to confirm this ſacred Knot. How- 
ever fatally Inhuman it may be, to ſeparate 


two Hearts united by the pleaſing Force of 


Love; yet, too great a Diſparity of Circum- 
ſtances, after the firſt Tranſports are over, of- 
ten cauſes the Perſon that has the Advantage, 
to look with a haughty Inſolence on the other, 
who by that time is made too much an Equal, 
calmly to bear diſtinguiſhing Inſults. Nor, 
ſaid Emelia, that I had the leaſt Reaſon to 
complain of this ſort of Treatment; for Belli 
vile was ſurprizingly kind to me, till the laſt 


fatal Shock; no Happineſs being comparable 
to that which I enjoy d in this ſecret Marriage, 


tho I often thought, the ſtolen Sweets too 


much 
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much reſembled forbidden ones. And in deed, 
purſued this unfortunate Lady, I am afraid there 


| is little difference; both fides, by the Conceal- 


ment, lying too open to the Allurements of the 
other Sex, not to cauſe a Repentance in one of 
them. And as Men are more liable to change, 
it too frequently happens (they having nothing 
to reproach them, but the hidden Stings of 
their ſleepy Conſciences) they leave the un- 
happy Wife abandon'd and deſpis'd, under 
the reproachful Title of à forſaken M; ſtreſs : 
Which might have proved my unhappy Condi- 
tion, had I claimed a Right, he had roo much 
the Power to conceal. The Inducement, which 
made my Aunt ſo readily yield to this fatal 
Match, being at her Death diſcover” d, which 
happen'd in leſs than a Year after; I then 
found, to my unſpeakable Sorrow, all my For- 
tune ſquander 'd away, by her gratifying that 
cruel Inclination to Gaming: And tho, when 
I acquainted Bellvile, in Tears, with my Loſs, 

he ſeem'd to comfort me, by deſpiſing i it; yet 


afterwards, he laid hold on the Indigence of 


my Circumſtances to compleat my Ruin. Not 


but for the preſent he ſeem'd the moſt tender 
and indulgent, that ever wore the Name of 


Husband; out of his Allowance taking care to 


ſupply me in ſuch a manner, as to create no 


ſuſpicion of my Fortunes being leſſen'd, which 


he Edie *d ſhould be conceal'd. 


At Berinthia's Death, I was ahow: half gone 


with Child, which was conceal'd by the * 


tence of my going out of Town on my Aunt's 
Affairs. My then bewitchingly tender Bellvile 
omitted nothing that might expreſs the height 


1.06 Love, it . impoſſible to tell you with 
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what Joy he receiv'd the little Belluile in his £ 
Arms, ſaying, he was the only Rival that TY 
ſhould ſhare with me his Affections. But alas 
I was not long to poſſeſs ſo great a ſtock of 
Happineſs, the remembrance whereof is . {till 
_ pleaſing, amidſt the many Woes that envi- 
ron'd it. i See tie © bad Ed BE 
But before I draw to the cruel Scene of our 
Separation, I muſt mention an Accident which 
he thought would have furniſhed him with the 
Means to accompliſh the treacherous : Deſign 
he had long been breeding to get rid of me; 
It happen'd that as I was with him one Night 
at the Play, in a Diſhabillee, placed, as we i- 
magin'd, from publick View, we were per- 
ceiv'd by a Friend of his named Marimont ; 
who, tho I was afterwards extremely fobliged 
to his Friendſhip, I cannot help thinking, the 
Character he had obtain'd, of a bright Genius, 
blended with an unqueſtion'd Judgment, was 
more owing to a Satrical iil-natur'd Turn, 
than a true genuine Mit, it being moſtly im- 
ployed in Ridiculing not only the Vices, but 
Foibles of our Sex: And having too often met 
with Succeſs on that Theme, he carried it to 
ſo great a height, as to aſſert, we were all lit- 
tle better than Idiots. This, as I learnt after- 
| wards, had created ſeveral Diſputes between 
him and Belluile; whoſe pretended good Opi- _ 
nion of my Senſe, cauſed in him a general 8 | 
Complaiſance ro moſt of the Fair, on that | | 
err reds, 85 | 
But whatever Marimont's Pretences were, 
there was ſomething he had ſeen in the unhap- 
py Emelia, on that ſlight view, which in ſpight 
of the deſpicable Opinion he had indulged of 
; LET our 
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our Sex, cauſed him to reſolve on being ac- 
quainted with me: And viſiting Belluile the 


ſucceeding Morning, immediately began to ral- 


ly him, as if he thought he had an Amour 
with ſome young Perſon of Diſtin&ion ; ſay- 


ing, I was indeed pretty enough to atrone for 


the ſoft Nonſenſe he ſuppoſed made up a part 
of the Entertainment. On which, ſaid the 
griev'd Emelia, my falſe, my greatly unworthy 
Belluile, laying his Deſign deeper than the o- 
ther's ludicrous Wir could reach, pretended to 
be fo alarm'd, that he fell into a warm Vindi- 
cation of my good Senfe: Which the other 
oppoſing in his uſual Satirical manner, the 
Debate at length ended in a Wager, That if 
after three Hours Converſation, Marimont did 


not yield, I was a Perſon of as excellent Senſe 


as ever he had met in one ſo young, Belluile 
would forteit double what the other had- laid. 


Thus you ſee, ſaid Emelia, how thoſe different 


Deſigns were working for my Ruin! Marimont 
falling into this Wager, to get acquainted with 
me; whilſt the other as artfully inforced it, to 
be rid of me: diſſembling to me the intro- 
ducing of Marimont, as a Perſon whoſe Con- 
verſation I ſhould be infinitely diverted with; 
and giving it the obliging turn, of ſtill finding 
ſomething new to amuſe ne. 
When they came, Bellvile by Chance, or the 
more to enforce his Deſign, with a prodigious 
Gaiety addreſſing his Diſcourſe to me; I hap- 
pen'd to anſwer him with a freedom that cau- 
ſed Marimont immediately to yield up the Wa- 
ger before me. That falſe Deceiver aſſured 
me, the only Reaſon why he did not acquaint 
me with it, was, that he imagin'd I ſhould be 
| over- 
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over-awed with the apprehenſion of having my 
Converſation criticized; by which means I 
might loſe my native Sprightlineſs. Tho' 
continued Emelia, I was not very much pleaſed 
at his expoſing me, yet I fondly imputing it to 
the extraordinary Opinion he had of me, ima- 
gined it an Act of indiſereet exceſſive Love. 
Marimont from that time frequently viſiting 
me, I at laſt began to fear from his aſſidueũs 
Complaiſance, and ſome unwary Words, that he 
had Views very unfit for me to encourage. 
And without mentioning my Suſpicion to Ball- 
vile, I was often denied to him; and a Me 
had paſt, in which I was intirely freed from 
him by his going into the Country, when Belluile 
find ing this Scheme did not take on my ſide, re- 
ſolved. to proceed in a more abrupt Manner. 
One Evening, the laſt fatal Time I ever ſaw 
him, this falſe, yet lovely Deceiver, who in 
all his Actions had hitherto rather ſhew'd In-: 
creaſe of Love, came to me, his Viſage pale, 
and every Feature expreſsd an inward: An- 
guiſnh: perhaps a little touched with Nemorſe 
at the inhuman Act he was about putting in 
execution, or the more artfully to compleat 
his Purpoſe; after he was ſeated for a conſide- 
rable Time, he looked very earneſtly at me 
without ſpeaking a Word. Which furprizing 
me, together with the Diſorder I fancied ap- 
pear d in his Looks, that ſeem'd infinitely con- 
cern'd, I began to enquire of his Health: to 
which he coldly reply'd, he was well; and 
{till keeping his Eyes fix d on me, fell into a 
violent Invective on the Inconſtancy of Women. 
Alarm'd at this ſtrange Behaviour in him, 
who never before had expreſs'd the leaſt turn 
HR r II. E that 
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that way, I ask'd him, what late Inſtances he 
had met with of that nature, to occaſion his 
expreſſing ſo feeling a Reſentment, as it nigh- 
ly touch d by ſome unworthy Uſage? To 
Which this artful Diſſembler reply d, I am ſo 
Far from fearing any Injuries of that kind, 
that I think my- ſelf bleſt beyond all that Ima- 
* rok form into Wiſhes, of your Sex's 
*Excellences— you being attended with every 
Charm that can engage or ſecure: a Heart. 
Beſides, added be, if all my Senſes are not 
-deceirful, you love me too, far beyond my 
daſert . your Actions ſeem to be accompanied 
with ſo open a Candour, as if your ſuperiour 
Underſtanding ſcorn'd, or was an entire Stran- 
ger to all the trifling mean Diſſemblings too 
frequent in your Sex. But (continued he, making 
Pauſes as he went an) you may deceive me 
it is not impoſſible but you may be very 
falſe—and that charming Sincerity of your 
Soul,” which has appeared to be ſo cloſely uni- 
ted to mine, that you could not help impart- 
ing to me all yon knew, as to your other Self, 
may be a ſubtile Diſguiſe to diſarm Diſtruſt 
from prying into blacker Crimes you would not 
have known. — Yet Heaven is my Witneſs, pur- 
fued he, I had rather ſtill be thus pleaſingly de- 
ceived; than one moment endure the tormen- 
ting Thought, that my Emelia ſhould or can 
be Faithleſs. I cannot tell you, ſaid that 
unhappy Lady, with what an amazing Terror 
this Diſcourſe of his fill d me: Being frigh- 
* | ten'd, I replied,” For heaven's ſake, let not 
„ that Fiend, Jealouſy, poſſeſs you; for tho it's 
ſaid to be the conſtant attendant of a Love too 
violent, yet I am certain it muſt be a _ 
+ | L that 
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: The PRUDE , 27. 
that cannot be approved by Reaſon : elſe, how 
is it poſſible to harbour ſo ill an Opinion of 
that we are naturally ſo much incliued to 
like? And if you have any Cauſe of diſtruſt, 
added I, do not conceal it from me, ,who am 
too ſecure in my Innocence, to fear the blackeſt 
Aſperſion Malice can invent: Or if any Liber- 
ty of mine is diſpleaſing, let me but know my 
Offence, that I may change it to what may be 

more agreeable to my. Belluile. To which 
that lov'd Deceiver replied, I believe you; 
nor perplex yourſelf with any Fears, it being 
impoſſible for me long, or indeed at all, to 
entertain a doubt of your Faith, Truth, and 
everlaſting Love: what I have ſaid, is owing 
to a Fit of the Vapours, which 1 find. already 
begins to diſperſe ; immediately turning off his: 
Diſcourſe to another Subject. Let, me- 
thoughts, by ſtarts, he was uneaſy; after ask- 
ing with an uncommon. Earneſtneſs, whether 
I loved him. In the Morning, he acquainted 
me, he was obliged to go out of Town for 
three Days, and begged me not to ſtir out till 
he returned: which, tho' I readily complied 
with, amaz'd at the Seriouſneſs with which 
he preſs d ſo ſmall a Trifle, I could not help 
telling him I imagin'd he had ſome myſterious 
conceal'd Meaning in ſo earneſtly intreating ſuch 
and inſignificant Thing. But he anſwering, 
that he was only poſleſs'd, he hoped, with a 
fooliſh Fear, that ſome ill Fate would attend 
me if I did not comply with his Requeſt.; took 
his leave, {till importuning me on no Occaſion 
to go out till he came back: Which alas! ſaid 
the wretched Emelia, was to be a long eternal 
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Thus his Fears fill'd me with real 
ones; ordering calf to be deny d to all Viſi- 
tors, I retired to my Cloſet, and ferioufly re- 
fleckig on the Strangeneſs of his late Behaviour, 
reſulved not to reſt, when next I ſaw- him, till 
Iha# difcover'd fally the Cauſe of this unuſual 
proveeding in him. Theſe uneafy Thoughts 
imploying the Day, at laſt the Night ap- 
prüached; in which the treacherous Bello 
Was to act his Scene of execrable Villany, ſend- 
ee theſe” Werds el 2 
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20 Dear Ebel, | 54 . 
* NC E 1 ſaw. 3 2 unlucky Acei dem befel 
Jam forced, contrary to my. Morning-in- 

treaties, to beg you would: not delay a Moment, but 
come: immediately with the — of this to me; 


my. ſceing you, being of the utmoſt Importance, 1 
N 1 e . - on 70. baſten Eniclia 70 


Tr BELLVILE. 
$123: 265% 
Do not- RE 3 but whos your cmd; inflead 


of your eternal Adorer, enquire for Gayfly'z on 
Ane Reqfafr it, * Wet T fee pn BY * 
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Ml is ad forte read: this Lotter, bot too ugh: 
S _ _  vartifled to have any aſſiſtance from Reaſon, I 
JF Fs hutried away with the Bearer; without taking 
ih any of my Servants with me; imagining ſome- 
1 thing of — had befel him, perhaps 


= =. unfit for them to know : And, according to 

„ my Direction, asking for Gayſy, I was received 

| by an ancient Perſon, who told me he would 
j 


i be there immediately. And ſtaying not above 
bl EE... 


two Minutes with me in a Parfour, that hac 
the appearance of a Gentleman's Houſe, left 
me by myſelf, where I heard ſeveral conftifed 
Voices Whiſpering in the next Room: And fo 
far did my frighten'd prepoſſeſs' d Imagination 
carry me, that I thought T heard Beli, Tous 
der than the reſt, ſay, Let me go, for I will flab 
Her fulſe Heart this moment. On which, I made 
to 3 Door, that open'd into that Reom; but 
finding ir faſt, the nviſe made in twiſting che 
Bolt, brought the Perſon, who before had 
ſpoke to me, into the Room; who told me, 
if F would walk up Stairs, the Gentleman 
would follow me. I doing as ſhe had defired, 
was indeed immediately followed by 4 tidi- 
culous Bop, who making a careleſs Bow, ap- 
proach'd in a Minuet- ſtep to the Looking. glafs, 
where ſinging and viewing himſelf for abvur 
the ſpice of ten Minutes, he at laſt turning to 
me, ſaid; May the Paries blaſt me, if I don iin 
you prodigious handſonie. Provoked at tlie fa- 
miliar Pertneſs of the Coxcomb, *- together 
with the concern at not feeing Bellvile, I made 
to the Door; which finding lock*d on the out- 
ſide, ſo added to the Terrors that already had 
got poſſeſſion of me, that like one bereft of 

Senſe, I 1 fell a rapping and ſtam- 
ping, I am certain, loud enough to alarm the 
whole Neighbourtibod: But no one ee 
and my Fears and Vexations increaſing by the 
Fop's forward Nonſenſe, I wanted little of 
beating my Brains out againſt the Wainſcot ; 
crying, and tearing my Linnen, ſometimes in 
Tears lamenting myſelf, I would ſay, Mere is 
Bellvile !=— that Joes al this mean l. ſure 7 
am betray d unuone and be is murder d, 1 
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elſe I am certain he would. have been here. To 
which the pert inſignificant Fool, without 
Senſe or Comprehenſion of my inexpreſſible 
Concern, would anſwer, Then Bellvile is the 
| bappy Man,—yet, there are Perſons the Ladies infi- 
nitely prefer before him Not but that he is an 
accompliſhed Gentleman for ſo negligent a. one 
tut you are ſo paſſionate, there is no ſpeaking to 
you—IWho has provoked you ?—Confound me, if 1 
don't think you are a charming Creature. Then 
returning to the idoliz'd Mirrour, and-review- 
ing himſelf, he would ſay, his Wig fat abomi- 
nably - to-day,—tho' Peville had  fancy'd the 
Air excellently ſuitable to his Features and 
Complexion ; only he was grown a little ruſtick 
of late, with hard drinking, which he vow'd had 
cauſed. his Teeth to look of a perfect Aurora- 
Colour. bs hats , 
Tho I deſpiſed the Coxcomb too much, 
to think any thing he ſaid worth anſwering ; 
yet, vex d at his treating my Bellvile with ſuch 
contempt, I renewed my Diſtractions to get 
away; little imagining he was doing an Act 
ſo far exceeding this Fop's innocent Folly, as 
muſt fire. all that hear it with an abhorrence 


of him. In ſhort, after teazing myſelf, and I 
believe: the Fool, above an Hour, vowing if 
I could not get thence, I would throw my- 
ſelf-out of the Window, he at laſt proved 
my. Deliverer, by calling up the People; and 
ſaying, they had left him with a mad Woman, 
diſtractedly in love with Belluile. And then, 
asking them where the Perſon was, that I 
came to ſpeak with, they pointed to the Beau. 
But on my ſaying, tho I enquired for GC, 
Belluile was the P rſon I wanted, they an- 

| ſwered 
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ſwered me, they knew none of that name. At 
which being extremely frighten'd, to find 
myſelf in a ſtrange Houſe I knew nothing of, 
I immediately run down Stairs, and making to 
the Street, called a Coach, and hurried home. 

But my hapleſs Fate, which deſtin*d me to 
endleſs Miſeries, ordered it ſo-cruelly,'that 
whilſt I was abſent, Bellvile had been there; 
and not finding me, pretended ſo great a rage, 
as to ſtab a Picture of mine, that hung in the 
Room, in ſeveral places, calling me by names 
too groſs to be repeated; wiſhing me there, to 
be uſed in the ſame manner. And would to 
Heaven, (purſued that afflifted Lady) T had; for 
then Iaſenſibility, or more perfect Happineſs, 
would have ſucceeded that ſhort Pain: where- 
as oruelly ſtabbed, by his inhuman Falſhood, 
J feel each day more lively Pangs, than Racks, 
or Daggers can give, without the relieving 
hand of Death, to eaſe my eternal Inquietudes. 
I cannot expreſs. to you the confuſed 
variety of my Thoughts on this fatal beginning 
of my Miſery.— But that Bellvile ſhould be 
falſe or treacherous, not once entering my 
thoughts; I imagined I had had ſome Trick 
impoſed on me: And paſſing the Night reſt- 
leſs, - as if extended on Thorns and Briars, I 
waited, with the Impatience of a Wretch con- 
demn'd expecting a Reprieve, the approach of 
Morn; and Bellvile, to clear my Innocence. 
But alas! inſtead of ought to conſolate my 
diſtracted Uncertainty, I received the following 

Lines, to compleat my Miſeries. 
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Te PRNU x. 


The wronged. BELVILED, + to "his. un- 
- worthy perfidious baſe EMELT. | 


AFTE R fuch pe Proofs of your Falſe 
hood, I think I pay tov much reſpett in letting 
you know I am even acquainted with i — did I not 
intend; at the ſame time, to. puniſh you, if poſſible, 
as: you: - deſerve ; leaving y to mals 4 Trade of 
what | you have hithertu purſued: aul) for Pleaſure, 
awhere: your tainted Beauty wilt ſoon become the Scorn 
and Derifien of Fools, wore deſpicable than him ou 
habe inguied me with : Whilft: Infamy, — 
and Huuerty, ſhall fuk y beneath all Pity, and 
male you more wretched\ than 1.wiſh to ſee you. ' 
tr firſt} thought: indeed to bade ended you nt 
your niatt hleſ Mickedueſi, by a thouſand ſtabs in 
that falſe: Hart; but I ſbalt:leave you to Heaven, 
and the Fhorns of your guilty Conſcience, for | 
ing ſo vilely | injured bim whoſe doating folly nove 
kuew a Pleaſure equal to that f heaping*Bleſſings 
on y0ur—But now I will turu them to Curſes," und 
if jou dare exert yourſelf, ul male you a ter#i le 
Example: of lxgratitude and Perfidioufneſs." - 
Do not pretend 10 anſwer or make difſenbling 
Excuſes, which I don't queſtion but you are ingeni- 
duſcyr contriwing. I this" moment | ſhall qui it — 
N 0 with i, all #houghts of you Hor euer 2 
* 4 : 6% 44 710 12 kf F | 

Ab 1 ( faid Emelia) what an dneatng: Supi 
dity- was I ſeized with, on the reading of 
this Letter! I remained deprived of my Sen- 
ſes ſome Hours, yet in that ſpace of Inſenſibility 
J was happier than when my returning Senſes 
made me more lively to feel the matchleſs 
Torrures, Sorrows and inexpreſſible Anguiſh I 
have 
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have ever fince endured: But not 1 able 
to bear the inſupportable Thought, that 
Bellvile could be falſe, I rather — — ſlattered 
myſelf that ſome buſy Perſon had contrived a 
wicked piece of miſchief to part us; and cal- 
ling to mind, how earneſtly he had intreated 
me not to ſtir out that unfortunate day, I be- 
gan ſtrictly to examine the Letter that drew 
me forth. But there I found every Tittle re- 
ſembled his hand, with the particular Cypher 
that he writ in all his Letters to me. This 
drove me beyond all that can be imagin'd of 
frantick Rage and Grief, to find he ſhould 
avow his Treachery in ſo bare · fac d a manner, 
and then inſult me in ſo cruel a one, without 
leaving me the leaſt glimmering of Hope to vin- 
dicate myſelf, and convince him of the Injuſtice 
and Barbarity of his Aſperſion: which he was 
but too ſenſible I would, doubtleſs, purſue ; it 
being impoſſible, by all my ſtrict Inquiry, to 
trace the leaſt Shadow of him, or where he 
was gone. Nor was I without the Thoughts 
of examining the People where he ſent for 
me; but the Confuſion that Hurry had occa- 
ſioned, together with the Treatment of the 
Fop, and the Fright of not meeting him, had 
cauſed me neither to mind the Place, or ask 
the Names of the Inhabitants. vu"! 1 
Thus left deſtitute of all Means to 8 
myſelf, or Hope of Conſolation, I thought to 
go and eaſe my inſupportable Load of Sorrows, 
by moaning. over my little Bellvile: But oh, 
added this unfortunate Lady, fully to compleat and 
finiſh the unrelenting Malice of my Fate, I 
found: this inhuman Father had convey'd him 
for ever from me. Hane to bear this laſt, 
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1 n at the dreadful hearing of it: It be- 
ing long before they brought me to myſelf, on 
the Bed which they laid me, without reſerve, 
I gave vent to the inſupportable Anguiſh of 
0 Soul in bitter complainings to Heaven, of 
y too, too barbarous Fate; the unrelenting 
Cruelty of the Father and this inhuman merci- 
teſs ;Separation from my lovely, my only 
Child, more dear to me than Life, when at- 
tended with Happineſs. But alas ! ſaid Eme- 
lia, purſuing her Diſcourſe, in tears, Complaints 
and never · ceaſing Lamentations were all the re- 
lief I ever was to find; it being impoſſible to 


deſcribe to you the many torturing Agonies 


that haraſs d my Soul, the moſt lively Ima- 
gination being too poor to conceive any Part 


n 


Doubtleſs, anſwer d Bellamira, your Afflicti- | 
ons Were unutterable, and have already ſo in- 
fected me, that 1 feel the ſwelling Flood la- 
bour' upwards to bear yours company. Not 
but, added that young Lady, I muſt have a fuller 
Conviction of Belluiles being falſe, before I 


can think any other, but — there was ſome 


curſt Engine of miſchief, that undermined and 
ſhatter'd this tender Union of your conjugal 
Happineſs. You will ſoon be convinced, anſwer d 
Emelia, that deſtroying Engine was himſelf. 
But, ſaid Bellamira, interrupting her, did you 
never hear afterwards, what became of your 
little Son? Yes, reply'd that ſad Lady, not long 
after I learn'd from Marimont, Death, in a little 
time, made eternal the barbarous Separation 
the Father begun; taking him before his Inno- 
genee could be * 3 the galling 

* 
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Knowledge of ow ing his Being to the worſt of 
Men, and feeling the injurious Weight of his own 
and hapleſs Mother's Wrongs ; whilſt Nature 
and Fortune, oppoſe every Means of Revenge or 
Redreſs. But to purſue my diſmal Story, 
ſaid that Lady, I paſs'd ten days bewilder'd in 
this diſtracting Grief, when Marimont, return- 
ing from the Country, made me a Viſit. 
After ſome little Diſcourſe, my Impatience 
being on the rack, I began to inquire if he had 
lately heard ought of Belluile. He anſwered, 
that he heard he went out of Town in ſuch a 
hurry, as prevented his taking any Leave of his 
Friends, or letting them know where to write 
to him; tho* perhaps on inquiry, he might 
find him out. TI then, diſguiſing as much as 
poſſible my uneaſineſs, told him I would take it 
as a favour, it he could ger a Letter convey'd 
to him, relating to a Bufineſs of importance, 
that required his being ſpeedily acquainted 
with. To which Marimont anſwered, he would 
imploy that Evening to learn where he was 
gone ; defiring me to get my Letter ready 
againſt rhe next day, he then intending to 
wait on me with the Succeſs of this Afﬀair. 
Accordingly, on the morrow, he came and told 
me, he had found out Bellvile was gone to his 
Father's, who had ſent for him on ſome earneſt 
Buſineſs : and, if I pleaſed, he would convey 
my Letter under a Cover of his. This being 
what I deſired, was immediately done; but on 
further Talk, he intimated Bellvile's ſpeedy 
Journey into the Country, was thought to 
compleat a Marriage his Father had lately pro- 
poſed to him : which being a ſevere Confirma- 
tion of his late — it —_— 
| | 2 b oa, 
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my diſadvantage: perſuading me to moderate 


all my late inſupportable Griefs to ſo great a 


height, that unable to ſuſtain the Shock, I 


made to the Window, giving Vent to a Flood 


of Tears, I found were not to be ſuppreſs'd. 
But alas! I could not ſo artfully conceal them, 
as to paſs unheeded by Marimont, who civilly 
offered to withdraw. But it being impoſſible to 


| ſupport ſo great a Weight of conceal d Woes, 


without having one Friend to conſult, to eaſe, 
or chear me with the leaſt faint hope; and 


believing he had already diſcovered too much, 


J ſtopp'd him; ſaying, Hold, I conjure you, ſtay. 
Griet and Shame hindering me from proceeding, 
TI pointed him to a Chair, and, trembling, fell 
myſelf into another, without ſpeaking for ſome 
time; till he broke the Silence, by ſaying, he 
fear'd the News he had unhappily mentioned, 


had cauſed the fatal Concern he perceived; 


which he endeavoured to moderate, by in- 
forcing the Uncertainty of its being true. But 

I anſwering, the guilty Bellvile had already 
given me but too convincing Proofs of his 
Falſhood, to doubt this Truth, he expreſſed an 
Amazement that is not to be repreſented by 
Words; ſaying ſo many handſome things of 
his unqueſtioned Honour, Juſtice and Regard 
for me, as led me to let him into the whole 
Affair (my Marriage only excepted) tho“ De- 
cency obliged me to own, too ſolemn Engage- 
ments had paſs'd between us, for him to break, 


without fearing the avenging Powers would 


reach, and greatly puniſh his Perjuries. And 
when I related his late Tranſaction, and 
ſhowed him both the Letters, he, like you, 
believed ſome cruel Enemy had poſſeſs'd him to 


my 


my Grief, *till IJ had an Anſwer, which he 

not would reſtore me to my paſt Tran- 

quillity. But oh! it was fo far from affording 
me any Relief, that he only vouchſafed to ſend 
me word, he had committed my Letter to the 
Flames unread, intending to ſerve every thing 
in the ſame manner that came from me; which 
redoubling all my diſtracted Deſpair, Mari- 
mont, touched with ſo generous a Pity at my 
forlorn helpleſs ſtate, undertook a Journey to 
Belivile, on purpoſe to explain this Riddle of 
his Uſage. 

A whole Fortnight paſs'd in that cruel un- 
certainty, tormented by a thouſand Fears, 
Anxieties, and ſtupendous Sorrows ;. yet a 
few glimmering Hopes ſtill buoy'd me up 
from quite ſinking beneath the Weight, till 
Marimont's Return, whoſe Looks declaring 
his Succeſs, it was ſome time before either of 
us ſpoke. Ar laſt, with much difficulty, I 
rallied up Courage enough to bid him begin, 
and let me know the utmoſt Malice of my 
Fate, which could not be worſe than I ex- 
| pected ; and if it is poſſible ( purſued 1) tell it 
me in Terms that may turn me into Stone, 
who cannot ſuffer more than I already endure. 
Would to Heaven (anſwered he) what 7 had to 
ſay, was as pleaſing as I fear, —as I know it 
| muſt be otherwiſe: But to flatter or diſguiſe, 
would but deceive you into more deadly bitter 
Sorrows. No ( ſaid J) go on,—go on—and 
give me to know it in the moſt terrifying man- 
ner, T am afraid I ſhall have Life to hear 
you out : But go on (continued I) no 


Miſeries e can be greater than what I now feel. 
To which he reply'd, after ſome Pauſe, I dare 
not. 
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not. And yet you muſt know it, ——— 
In ſhort, with a reluctant Difficulty, he ac- 
quainted me, trembling whilſt he related it, 
that that more than barbarous Man received 
his Diſcourſe of me in a ludicrous manner, 
_ hinting as if I had bribed him by ſome extraor- 
dinary favour to become my Advocate ; and 
that, as he never deſigned me other than for 
his Amuſement, he thought he had done me a 

rticular favour, in bringing me acquainted 
with a Gentleman, who ſeemed ſo inclined to 
ſerve me: but I at firſt not underſtanding 
him, he had taken more proper Me- 
thods to be rid of me. And as for the Let- 
ter I pretended he had wrote, he was very in- 
different what I thought of it ; only this, he 
would aſſure me, I ſhould never have it in my 

wer to make the like pretence again. Mari- 
mont added, that when he intimated to Bellvile, 
J talked as if too ſolemn Engagements had 

paſs d between us to be broke, by ought but 
hy vileſt Per jury; he flew into a ſcurrilous 
Rage, ſaying, At thatrate, perhaps I might 
pretend I was married, which he would take 
care to puniſh. with all the Severity of the 
Law, if I but dared to whiſper it with the 
ſofteſt breath; retorting, all my Pretences of 
that nature muſt be indeed ſupported. by-a 
dam' nd Perjury. In that ( reph'd I, hardly 
able to utter ſo much) he has declared the Truth : 
But it is enough ( purſued I) I need no more.— 

I could proceed no further; a Giddineſs 
ſeizing me, 5 thought I heard Marimont's Voice 
a great diſtance off, and yet his Words ſound- 
ed on my Head like — inceſſant Strokes of 


Hammers: I was inſenſible what more be- 
came 
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came of me, tho* I learnt afterwards, with 
much difficulty they got me to Life, ir being 
above a Fortnight e er I diſtinguiſh'd the bright 
Beams of Light from Darkneſs; and yet my 
returning Senſes were fo cruel, to bring Bell- 
vile firſt to my Remembrance, and all that he 
had done. But Youth and Nature aſſiſting in 
ſpight of my inſupportable AMi&ion, J at laſt 
o'er come it. Tho' it is certain, it was to 
Marimont's Friendſhip I owed my Preſervation; 
who in that helpleſs State took care to have 
me viſited by the beſt Phyſicians, with other 
particular Obligements; which tho? I'took care 
to return when I recover d, would have been 
an Act of excellent Generoſity, had I not af- 
terwards perceived it was not without the 
View of being paid by a far too laviſh Price. 
I was perfectly well recover d before he would 
increaſe-my Afflictions by acquainting me with 
the death of my Son, who ſickend of the 
Small- pox immediately on the change of his 
Nurſe ; and I ſuppoſe, for want of Care, was 
loſt : Heaven thinking fit to take his Inno- 
cence, and reſerve me only for much Sorrow 
and afflicting Miſery. Beginning already to 
be within the'view of Want, in addition to all 
the reſt, my Furniture and a few Jewels being 
all I had to ſupport'me, the dreadful Thoughts 
of what would become of me, often interpo= 
ſed amidſt my Mournings for my loſt, myfalſe, 
but my ſtill loved Bellvile. 5 
In this forlorn wretched State, my only 
Conſolation and Refuge was to beg the hea- 
venly Aſſiſtance for Patience; whoſe Mercy ' 
not quite deſerting me, ſoon pointed out a 
way to preſerve me from periſhing under the 
| OD | meager 
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meager Gripe of Poverty, tho' my other Miß. 
fortunes were to know no end. It happening 
I had a Relation lately married to a Merchant 
who was going to the Indies in a conſiderable 


Employment, and ſhe paying me a Viſit, to 
take her leave before ſne went, luckily let fall, 


ſhe would be glad of a Gentlewoman, whoſe 
Converſation was agreeable, to go along with 
her, tho on the Terms of providing for her. 
Jam certain it was not aimed at me, yet I 
immediately took the Offer; then informing her 
how my Aunt had left me, adding a later Loſs 
had reduced me to ſuch Extremities, as to 
make me think her Offer very providential, if 
ſhe would accept of me: Which ſhe did with 
a great deal of Pleaſure, telling me I mult pre- 
pare myſelf with all imaginable Speed, they 
being obliged to go to their Ship in leſs than 
a Week. . Accordingly J ſold my Furniture, 
and diſcharged my Servants, without acquaint- 
ing any one with my Deſign; and Marimont s 
late Behaviour having diſobliged me, tho? he 
happen d to viſit me the Morning before I 
went out of Town, I. only told him, that 
hoping the Air and ſome Company ; 
to go into the Country with, would 3 me, 
I had took this Opportunity to retrench my 
Expences, intending to return in leſs than a 
Month. He ſeem'd very much to oppoſe and 
blame what I had done, nor would he part 
from me, till I had told him where to write 
to me z- omitting no — of his Friendſhip, 
to invite my ſtay. But finding him trouble- 


ſome in his Importunity, I directed him to 


write to me to the Town where the Ship lay; 


nn being * prevented his having 
1 


* 
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any Thought of my intended Wopage. Thus 
I took leave of Marimont, and began my 
Journey, or rather Voyage, with my Couſin, 
diſguiſing as much as poſſible the in ward An- 
guiſh of my Soul. The inhuman Uſage of 
Bellvile, like a ſecret Gangrene, prey'd on my 
Mind fo ſeverely, that T could not have any 
taſte of Happinefs, or even enjoy the common 
Comforts of Life. Tis certain, Bellvile would 
not have dared to act fo arch a piece of Trea- 
chery, had Redreſs been within my power. 
But had I been inclined to break through m my 
ſolemn Promife to the contrary, yet my Aunt 8 

Death, and his procuerment of the Clergyman, 
whoſe very Name I was ignorant of, Love cau- 
ſing me then without any Sufpicion entirely to 
confide in him; kept me from ſo doing. And 
indeed when I was throughly convinced of his 
unparallel'd Baſeneſs, with Reſentment great 
as my Injuries, I choſe rather wandering to rely 
on Providence, than even be where his offen- 
five Name might wound my Ears, and have 
him ſtill triumph o'er me in his Wickedneſs, 
bereft of every Means to right myſelf. Tho 
T had not the power to leave him for ever, 
without ſending him the following Lines, di- 
rected to his Father's, putting them into the 
Poſt, juſt as the ſpreading Sails emen e us 


on board. 


E MEL IA to the Unjuſt, and 908 
Barbarous B B L L VILE. | 


FEA RLESS read theſe Enns which are * | 
laſt you will ever receive from the greath wrong'd - 
Emelia; who was always too compliant to your 
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ſhould aloud proclaim my. Right, and comfront you, 
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Defires, uot to aſſiſt. you in this laſt, of an eternal 
Separation, which ſhall be as far as diſtant Seas 
can ſever us. | 


TD 1 ſuppoſe you expect I ſhould upbraid your 


matchlefs Falſhiod in all the bitter Terms our in- 


jured Sex pour forth the Anguiſh of their Souls, I 
will endeavour to ſuppreſs the tortured Anguiſb of 
mine.; and only tell you, your Contrivance was as 
Mean, as Inhuman ; firſt, io draw me, out by a 
Letter, then in a ſucceeding one, ſeriouſly pretend 
ane the Aggreſſor. Oo 


* 


Nor am I inſenſible you have ſecret Fears that 1 


tho”. deſtitute of all Proof, but your | Faithleſs Self. 
But be not tormented with any Apprebenſions on that 
ſeore, fince 1 have Joſt the Heart that gave me 
Bellvile's Hand, there is nought elſe worth my 
Let thou wer't once dearer to me than any thing 
the. World can give me in Recompeuce for thy Loſs. 
It was too hard, too ſegere, to rob me of a Husband 
and a. Son in one Day: The lovely little Bellvile 
might have been ſome. Conſolation to his afflifted 
Mother ; 1 could o'er him haue mourned my Sor- 
rows, his ſmiling. . Innocence would have eaſed in 
ſome Degrees the mighty Anguiſh of. my Heart, But 
perhaps you thought it Wiſdom to diſpatch his ten- 
der | Infancy, whoſe growing Youth might often call 
his injured Mother to your Remembrance, and have 
created uneaſy Thoughts. 1 
But be not too confident, Repemance may come 
too late for atoning your Injuries, and Death may 
long before ſeize on the wretched te 


„ * __ -— * * * 
4 \ 5 L 4 Ta, E 7 
7 4 N 
e , FA } 
: wa 8 5 4 of 4 1 N TI 2 


The PRU PDE. 43 
The diſpatching this Letter being the laſt 
thing I did on Shore, we all haſted to the Ship, 
and began our Voyage; the Wind from the 
moſt favourable Point filling our Sails, which, 
like expanded Wings, flew through the liquid 
Elements of Air and Water. But O! Bella- 
mira, purſued that fair Unfortunate, what were, 
or how ſhall I make you ſenſible of the inex- 
preſſible Anguiſh, Grief, and Miſery which I 
endured, ſtanding on the Deck ! 'Tho I was 
the leſs minded, moſt in the Ship being touch'd 
with Concern to leave their native Country, 
expoſed to the Dangers of the inconſtant Seas. 
But my Afflictions were of a deeper Strain 
than to have any ſenſe of ſuch Trifles; my 
falſe, barbarous, yet my ſtill lov'd Bellvile, 
only poſſeſs d my Thoughts: nor could I ſee 
the Shore behind me, without imagining it a 
Sepulchre, where all my Joys were buried. 
My little Bellvile, on whoſe budding Charms 
my fond Hopes were fix'd, already, like the 
ſhort-lived Roſe, was mouldering into Duſt ; 
the Father's baneful Perjury having blaſted the 
Tree, and beauteous Bloſſom: And whilſt the 
Tears in torrents flowed down, complaining thus 
to myſelf, I ſaid, How hapleſs is my Fate! 
muſt I then never more behold Belluile again ! 
the only Delight of my fond Heart: How can 
I part from him and live Then calling to 
mind his tranſcendent Baſeneſs, Reſentment 
for a moment would come to my aid; bur alas, 
in vain | The ſofter Impreſſion by which he 
had firſt bound me his, would ſtill prevail ober 
all my Efforts to drive the tortur'd Anguiſh 
of Love and him from my Breaſt: Tho Iwould 
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often ſay to myſelf, Whatever I ſuffer, Bellvile 
cannot know it ; he cannot now eriumph 1n 
my Miſery, as he cruelly threaten'd. But then 
my wandering Thoughts {till flying to what 
moſt had delighted them, when I fix d my 
m_ on the roaring Ocean, I would think, Is 
t poſſible that Bellvile, the ſame generous 
Beltvile, who, fearleſs of Dangers, dived into 
the boſom of the Deep to — Emelia, —ſhould 
in ſo ' inhuman a way force her to wander on a 
more mercileſs one, to avoid being devoured 
by the meager Hand of Poverty, which he 
has turned her looſe to ? 
But this tedious Relation ( purſued Emelia) 
having too much revived my paſt Sorrows, I 
will defer the reſt till after Dinner; being cer- 
tain we are not far from it : whilſt Bellamira, 
whoſe Attention had hitherto hindred her, be- 
gan to expreſs her Deteſtation and Horror at 
her Husband's Uſage, faying, his unparallel'd 
Wickedneſs exceeded all that could be thought 
of unworthy or baſe in that Sex. But Emelia 
looking on her with a diſcontented Smile, ſaid, 
You are but little acquainted with the Warld, 
to imagine Belivile's faithleſs Treatment with- 
out Example ; for were all the Wrongs of our 
haplefs Sex to be publiſh'd, the famous Alex- 
andrian Library would be by far too narrow 


to contain the numberleſs Millions of our re- 


—_ Wrongs from Mankind, who ſucceſſive: 
have laid hold of our great Credulity, to 
N The young Beginnings of Love are 
all agreeable, conſtant, tender, and ſeem- 
ingly ſincere; whilſt the Concluſion ends in 
Neglect, Scorn, and too, too often Hatred; of 
winch my Belvil. is a cruel Inſtance. His 


eager 
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eager Love purſued me firſt with endleſs Bleſ- 
ſings, which being leſſen d by eaſy Poſſeſſion, 
1 ſoon became an Obſtacle to his new Deſires: 
This, join'd with the dread of his Father's 
Diſpleaſure, cauſed him to look on me at length 
as the loath'd Object that oppoſed his Happi- 
neſs; and having no Fears, but thoſe which 
might. ariſe from his too drouzy Conſcience, 
you fee how he ſhook me off, without Re- 
„een Wa van bi Tr bas 

_ Emelia's Diſcourſe was here interrupted by 
their arrival at the Inn, where their Dinner 
was prepared; which no ſooner was over, but 
they purſuing their Journey, ſeated as before, 
and Bellamira renewing her Solicitation, Eme- 
lia continued her Relation in theſe Words: 
With proſperous Gales, ſurpaſſing our 
Hopes, we had already reach'd the Bay of Ben- 
gal, and were almoſt within the ken of our in- 
tended Haven Pegu, when the faithleſs Elements 
changing into raging Storms, made us ſenſi- 
ble of their Inſtability; the impetuous Winds, 
in ſpight of our Mariners Skill or Oppoſition, 
driving us athwart, above a hundred Leagues: 
The Rain, Thunder, and Lightning were ſo 
extreme, as hardly to diſtinguiſh the Day from 
the dark Hours allotted for Reſt. The be- 
wilder'd Sailors, thus deprived of Stars and 
Sun, their friendly Guides, at laſt perceived 
themſelves drawn in by an Eddy, or Stream, 
ſo violently, as muſt ſoon inevitably daſh them 
on a Rock, or ſwallow them in Quick-ſands : 
Hopeleſs, and paſt all other Redreſs, we en- 
deavour d to ſave our Lives in the Long- Boat; 
but finding we were not far from Land, firſt 
fred Guns as a ſignal of Diſtreſs; which 

. oroved 
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proved ſo ſucceſsful, that the Inhabitants made 
from the Shore in their Canoes, which they 
turning and winding ſuitably ro the Nature of 
the Stream, providentially preſerved us. 
It was then, purſued Emelia, that I began 
to ſee what Death was, the terrors having ever 
ſince been infix'd in my Mind: For tho? one 
would have thought my unparallel'd Misfor- 
tunes ſhould have made me look with Con- 
tempt on the outrageous Winds and Sea, con- 
ſpiring to devour me, the Effe& was very dif- 
ferent : In thoſe Moments, all my Offences 
crowding with lively horror to my Remem- 
brance, I trembled at the thought of ſo ſpeedy 
an Appearance. before the divine Tribunal; 
yet that dread was not comparable to the fear 
which would often intermix of Annihilation ; 
that all the noble Faculties which now actuated 
his Frame, were to ceaſe, and leave the then 
inanimated Clay to moulder into Duſt : Never 
more to think, or be thought on, was more 
terrible to me, than all the Miſeries my Ima- 
gination could form, of Here or Hereafter ; 
which makes me wonder, how Atheiſts can be 
ſo fond of indulging and ſpreading that empty 
Notion, ſo diſagreeable to our very Natures. 
But to return from this little Digreſſion to 
my Story: We ſoon, by the Aſſiſtance of the 
Inhabitants, gain'd the Shore, where Crouds 
ſurrounded us, gazing with no leſs Admirati- 
on, than we on them. Their Features, Lan- 
guace,Complexion, Dreſs, and Turn of Limbs, 
were ſo very different from the Europeans, 1 
could not help imagining but that J had al- 
ready paſs d through the cold iron Hand of 
Death; and was wafted o'er by the dreadful 
2 ty BE x Ferry+ 
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Ferry- men, to the frightful Regions of ano- 
ther World. But tho' their Looks, Geſtures, 
and Garb, were leſs pleaſing than thoſe Cuſ- 
tom had habited me to; yet with Humanity 
more agreeable they brought us ſome of their 
choiceſt Food, which dire Neceſſity cauſed us 


to receive with rapturous Joy, tho? no leſs 


range, and barbarous, than themſelves. The 
very next Day we were convey'd to the City 
the King's chief Miniſters reſided in; on the 
Way, we ſaw our Ship ſplit on a Rock, and 
the Natives in their Canoes endeavour to gain 
as much of the Spoil, as the cruel Seas would 
render back: which melancholy Proſpect cau- 
ſed the Joys our reprieved Lives had fill'd us 
with, to ceaſe; eſpecially my Couſin and her 
Husband, whoſe. All in that cruel Rack was 
devour'd. This made our Hunger and Want 
ol Neceſſaries, prey with greater Torments on 
our Minds; not knowing whether Fortune 
would allot us to Death, or Slavery : Yet in 
this helpleſs Condition, my Couſin had infi- 
nitely the Advantage of me; her tender Huſ- 
band ſupported her in all her Sorrows, while 
my forlorn Self ſeem'd abandon'd by all on 
Earth and Heaven. e 
We remain'd three Days after we were 
brought to the City (our Food and Lodging 
ſeverely hard ) before we ſaw the Governour 
(ho in that Language is ſtiled Emer-Zemla ) 
las being next in Dignity to the King of Golcon- 
da, on whoſe Territories we were caſt; which 
bordering on the Empire of the Mogul, their 
Cuſtoms, Laws, and Religion are much the 
ſame, only an inferiour Monarchy. Yer the 
King and his Favourites are immenſely rich, 
5 by ſwallow- 
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ſwallowing up the Food, Liberty, and Happi- 
neſs of ee Millions of laborious —_—_ 
tals contributing to make one luxuriouſly 
Great. The Habit of the Governour was as 
ſurprizingly grand, as the Peoples are meanly 
wretched ; his Turbant and Robes ſparkling 
with Gold and Jewels radiantly bright: He 
reſted on a fine Perſian Carpet, a Canopy of 


* 


the richeſt Atlas umbrella- faſhion o' er- ſpread- 
ing him; whilſt ſeveral handſome Youths, with 
ſeather d Fans, allay*d the Hear of the Air and 
Sun. He ſpoke to us by a Portugueſe Inter- 
preter, which my Couſin's Husband nnder- 
ſtanding; Emer-Zemla made a very particular 


Inquiry of what lately had happen'd of Im- 
portance in our Nation, Which he ſeem'd to 
have more knowledge of, than could be ex- 


pected from any one in ſuch remote Parts; and 
indeed, methoughts, there was fomerthing in 
his Air and Looks, that did not altogether 
reſemble the other Natives; when perceiving 
him, ( whitſſt my Couſin and the Interpreter 
were diſcoutfing ) to fix his Eyes ſteadily on 
me, I was ſo frighten'd at it, tho' I knew not 
why, that being already oppreſs'd and faint 
with the Hardſhips I had undergone, I ſank 


down, and feff on the Floor without any figns 


of Life: Which caufed thoſe that were nigh- 
eſt me, to cry out, I was dead, ( mentioning me 
by my Name.) "The Governour compaſſionate- 
ly taking notice of my Diſorder, having firſt 
recommended my recovery to the care of his 
Attendants, began to ask ſeveral Queſtions 
concerning me, even fo particular, as that of 
my Birth, Family, and preſent Condition : 
which having learnt by the Interpreter, he 
: * ordered 


/ 
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ordered the chief Paſſengers with my Coufits 
and Self to be lodg'd in the ſame royal Palace 
he reſided in; where, with great Reſpect, we 
were accommodated with all | the choiceſt Va- 
rieties the Country could afford, preſenting my 
Couſin aud me with the — Indian Silks 
and Chinces, for our Clothes. , er 

In this uncertain State we „ 8 
Fortnight, our Misfortunes being ſomewhat 
allay' d by his generous Treatment; when one 
Morning my Couſin and the other Gentlemen 
were call'd before the Governour, who gave 
them to underſtand that having had Compaſſi- 
on their Misfortunes, he had interceded with 
the King not only to give them liberty to go 
where they pleaſed, but the third Part of 
what was ſaved from the Wreck ſhould be res 
ſtored to them, beſides ſome Preſents which 
 Emer-Zemla in his Bounty ſaid he would be- 
ſtow on each of them; deſiring only, in re- 
turn, what they knew he could command, 
the leaving me behind. To which they all 
joyfully affented, except my Couſin, Who, I 
believe, was a little touch'd at the Hardneſs 
of my Fate; which deſtin'd me the Sacrifice 
by which they were to gain Freedom. 

And indeed when he return'd to 18; he 
could not relate on what Terms they were to 
obtain their Liberty, without paying a few; 
Tears to the Misfortunes of her who ſeem d 
allotted by adverſe Fate alone to endure the 
Burden of Heaven's offended Wrath. But, 
added Emelia, how ſhall I paint to you mx 
receiving this diſmal News? Their departure 
being deſign'd that Afternoon, I gave vent ta 
my Grief in ſo as ap a manner, that 

PAR r II, H the 


the whole Palace rang with my Complaints: 
Sometimes I would beg my Couſius to ſtab 
me to the Heart, rather than leave me with a 
barbarous People, ſo hopeleſs of Redreſs, as 
neither to underſtand — or be underſtood. 
Then preſumptuouſly would I enquire of Hea- 
ven, what were y Offences, alone to be 
ſingled out, and doom'd to ſuch unheard-of 
Miſeries. But my Complaints being as fruit 
leſs as the Pity or Concern of my Couſins, 
and the reſt; committed to the care of my 


Attendants, I ſaw them depart, expreſſing an 


inconſolable Grief at this cruel Separation; 
whilſt I imagin d I had now nothing elſe but | 
on up and 'Grief to end my Days. 

In this deſolate Condition I W fill 
Night, ſo much o er- come and preſs d by my 
hapleſs Fate, that quite weary'd out with 
Woes, I thought Life would foon leave its 
wrerched Abode, and yield me up a Prey to 
the remorſeleſs Arms of Death. Belluile and all 


the cruel Tranſact ions of my Life revolved in 


my Mind, with matchleſs Horrors; when 1 
perceived 'the Door of my Apartment open, 
and Emer-Zemla enter alone. I was too much 
alarm'd before with the fear of my being de- 
tain d there perhaps, from — he might 
like in my Perſon; which this Midnight Viſit 
confirming, I now expected with beating Heart, 
and cold convulſed Agonies, the completion 
of my irretrievable Miiſeries Wen approaching 
nearer, to my great, but delightful Amazement, 
he accoſted me in my own Language, ſaying, 


I ſee you ſhake and tremble, but | don't let 
one Gar perplex you; I come Wir balmy 
Comforts, to heal yours * Mind, oy: 
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a — to 2 — — 
2 when, in addition to it, opening 
his Arms 520 embrace ne, which with reluc< 
tance I detlined; he ſaid, Fear not to receive, 
to fold in your Arms bh Relation, a Parent; | 
it's: your Parher's: Brother that embraces you, 
and will be to you a Friend, a future Father, 
all that you can wiſh. I needed no more to 
fling my Arms. about his Neck, and in Tears 
af new tranſported Joy and incoherent 
Words, expreſſed my Gratitude, to him, to 
Heaven; who; whilſt T thought he was load- 
ing me with Mliſeries, had wonderfully turn'd 
them to Bleſſings. In thoſe moments calling to 
my! remembrance I had often heard mention 
made of a Brother younger than my Father; 
bred. a Merchant, who went to the Hadies, 
from whence he heard he was murdered, on ſome 
accident, by the Natives, wo juſt befors he 
went ſtood my God - father; Heaven allotting 
him (for it was indeed he) by his Tender- 
neſs and Generoſity, to prove more than a 
Father, in hielding me — Fortunes future 
Injuries. ot iss 8 lil | 
The. Hrſt Sallies of our 050 8 lietle | 
over, he began to inquire of his Relations and 
Friends, and what diſaſterous Fate had forced 


me to ſo remote a Climate. On which Lac- 


quainted him with my Fortune loſt by my 
Aun, nor did I conceal from him any part of 
Bellvile s uſage. The Porrent of Tears that 
flowed on this occaſion, he ſtrove to moderate 
by ſuch gentle Advice, and ſo many endearing 
Aſſurances of his Friendſhip, as gave my 
re hoe: hehe Conſolation than I had 
=:  _—  _ 
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known from the moment I was confirmed of 


Belbvile's Falſhood; nor did we part, before 


he let me into the moſt remarkable Paſſages of 
bis Life, with the Diſaſter that occaſion d his 
deceiving his Friends with the cruel Belief that 
he was dead: which I ſhall ſlightly touch on, 
becauſe you'll, by it, the better underſtand 
the Series of my Relarion. 07 5d 1; DIE 
Abdalla, the then King of Golconda, held 
the Crown in right of his Queen, the youngeſt 
Daughter of -Cotub-ſpa the preceding King; 
who having no Son, was forced by a cruel 


War, almoſt ro the Deſtruction of his King- 


dom, to conſent to the Marriage of his eldeſt 
Daughter with Suid Munwood the ſecond Son 
of Oureng- Zebe, he hoping thereby to add the 
Kingdom of Golconda tO the Empire of Mogul. 
But Cotub. ſba, bearing him a mortal hatred, and 
being extremely fond of his youngeſt Daughter, 
the Princeſs Maſhaka, reſolved to fix the Crown 
on her and her Heirs ; and intirely devoting 
himſelf to Pleaſures, - left the management of 
Affairs to her: by which means, having 
greater Liberty than is uſually allowed Ladies 
in thoſe parts, her young Heart ſoon became 
captivated with the Charms of Abdalla, hoſe 
Father was an Arabian of a noble Family, but 
low in Fortune; and having a Soul above his 
Ci rcumſtances, F reſolved to travel, and ſeek 
Preferment in foreign parts. Being khown: to 


ſome Perſons of Quality when he came to 


Golconda, he was by them introduced to the 
King; who, pleaſed with his Perſon; and 
Addreſs, firſt gave him a ſmall Goyerhment, 
in which he behaved himſelf ſo well, that he 
was ſoon advanced to the moſt;:conſiderable 
e | 2 H Employments 
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Employments in that Kingdom. In which, and 
His Prince's favour, he continued till his 
death: but then all his great Riches being 
ſeiz d on by the King, Who is the general 
Heir of all his Nobles, none of tlie Subjects 
in thoſe Countries having hereditary Eſtates; 
young Aldalla, his Son, Was oh reduced | tO a 
very mean condition. But having that which 
could not be taken from him, his Father's 
Spirit, Beauty, and Wit he entered himfelf into 
the King's Munſub (or Guard) where the Princeſs 
ſeeing and liking his Perſon ; ſoon con- 
trived a nearer View, by getting him admitted 
into the Seraglio; where his Ingenuity and 
handſome Addreſs made an intire Comple- 
tion of his Conqueſt; ſhe from that moment 
omitting no opportuniy of ſeeing him, which 
Was almoſt every night, '- 8 W45s 1 Nane F 
And it happening at this time, that my 
Uncle came to Golconda on Affairs of Merchan- 
dize, he fell into an Intimacy with 46 
dalla, who being liberally educated by his Fa- 
ther, had 2 Languages; 
this cauſed him to have a friend ſhip for the Mer- 
chants who viſited thoſe parts, and particularly 
my Uncle, whom he made his Confidant in this 
Intrigue with the Princeſt. He not having the 
Diſcretion to ſuppreſs the irregular Deſires of 
Youth, | prevailed on Aldalla to take him with 
him 4n one of his midnight Viſits to tlie Sera- 
glio, where it ſeems he made himſelf agreeable 
to a Miſtreſs of the King's. But both the 
Lovers at laſt being caught, the Tears and In- 
treaties of the Princeſs ſo far wrought on the 
indulgent Father, that he not only ſorgave, but 
married her immediately to Aldalla, proclaiming 
him his Succeſſor, | Bur 
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quilite Torments. But Abdalla, not forgetting 
his Friend in his Advancement, perſuaded: the 
King the Crime had gone no further than In- 
tention; which ſo far wrought on his mercy; 
that the Sentence of Death was changed to 
another ſort of Puniſhment, which qualified 
him, witk the Beauty of his- Ferſon, and the 
Intereſt of the now Prince Abdalla, to be a 
Guardian to the Fair; in which ſtate, bis cons. 
tinued till the death of the old King: butithen 
the conſtant, Friendſhip; of Adalla, who ſuc- 
ceeded the other, ſoon raiſed him to the Title 
of Emer-Zemla, the chief Miniſter in Power and 
Honour next the King, in-which Rate he had | 
continued ever ſincſe. 

I fouad by my Uncle, the ſhame of this Mis- 
fortune accalioned the report of his death; he 
contriving that the Merchants who accom- 
panied him to that Kingdom, ſhould believe 
he Was murdered on the ſpot. Tho he owned 
to me, he often had had Deſires to return to 
his native Country; the Difficulty of ac- 
compliſhing which, rather increaſed the King's 
| friendſhip, and the confidence he had in his 
advice, not inelining him to hearken to his 
departure: Not but he now aſſured me, it 
mould be doubly his Care for my ſake, whoſe 
Looks (be. ſaid) 1 when he - firſt ſaw me, put 
him fo, much in mind of my Father, that he 
could. not turn his Eyes off me: And under- 
ſtanding all that was ſaid, immediately on hear- 

1 i ing 
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ing my Name mentioned, when I ſwooned, he 
imagined me a Relation ; which, on Inquiry, 
finding to be ſo nigh, cauſed him to lodge us, 
without diſtinction, in this Palace: tho? he did 
not think fit to make himſelf known, till after 
the Departure of my Friends; fearing I ſhould 
either deſire to go with them, or preſs their 
being detained, the laſt of which, might have 
raiſed a Jealouſy in the King. However, he 
ventured to plead for the Liberty of his 
Country- Folks, with the Reſtoration of part 
of their Goods; aſſuring me he had taken 
care to have them conducted ſafe out of the 
Kingdom; giving liberally to all, but particular 
to my Couſin and her Husband, ſo — 
them not much to deplore the Wreck: tho 
to avoid the King's Suſpicion, he refrained 
from the pleaſure of converſing with them. 
In Diſcourſes of this nature, we paſs*d the 
Night, till the Sun's fiery Beams o er- ſpreading 
us, when he withdrew, I was left to a ſweeter 
Repoſe than I had long before been acquainted 
with. Now confiding in his Friendſhip, I 
flattered myſelf with returning home; and be- 
ing Partaker of his immenſe Wealth, I thought 
Bellvile would even repent his injurious U 
on the ſcore of Intereſt : tho' theſe pleaſing 
Hopes were often intermix'd with the fear of 
my Uzcle's dying, and leaving me again forlorn 
and helpleſs; which occaſioned my repeated 
Intreaties'to haſten our flight. Not that I 
wanted any Amuſement a rural Life could yield; 
the Groves, Springs, Gardens and flowery 
Meads, incomparably ſurpaſſing ours. And tho 
thoſe of our Northern Climates complain of the 
extreme Heat, with the venomous Inſects o_ 
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infeſt them; yet there are ſo many Reme- 
dies for each, as hardly to be ſenſible of their 
In juries. Let the want of Converſation ren- 
der d it very tedious to me, in the Abſence of 
my Uncle, who was too much employed in 
Affairs of State, to yield me much of his Com- 
pany. This Solitarineſs cauſing me to indulge 
my Grief for the Loſs of my faithleſs Bellvile, 
to divert that Uneaſineſs, Iſtudied the Language 
of that Country, making myſelf perfect Miſtreſs 
of their Fables, in which their Hiſtory is loſt; 
they being much fonder of Allegory, than the 
plain Simplicity of Truth. Thus were three 
Tears waſted, {till preſſing him to contrive our 
Departure; being ſenſible he had ſlipt ſeveral 
opportunities by his over-timidity; which 
was ſo great, that I believe he would never 
have had Courage to accompliſh it, had not a 
fatal Incident drove him to it for a refuge. 

For ſome of the Miniſters envying my Uncle's 
great Intereſt with the King, and it not being 
in their power to charge him with Injuſtice 
which had often intrap'd them; they took 
hold of my being with him, and inform'd his 
Majeſty, that an European Woman, of exquiſite 
Beauty (for ſo they were pleaſed to ſtile. me, 
the more to inforce their purpoſe) was hid by 
Emer-Zemla, and by the reſpe& which he paid 
me, they imagined he had ſome extraordinary 
Inducement for it, which he had preſumptu- 
ouſly concealed from his Majefly. The amo- 
rous Xing, whoſe Gallantry, in ſpight of his 
obligation to the Queen, admitted of other 
Miſtreſſes, immediately fired with their De- 
ſcription of my Charms, ſent an order to Ener- 
Zemla to have me brought tu Court. M 
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ce no ſooner * this ae 
he came tb my Aparrment, 
| t what was to be done, but to te 
me I muſt &y. Tho“ I was'too much uſed 
| to Fortune Tevereſt Injuries, t to wonder at 
any Fin et” this ſudden Shock, | after ſo 
Sitio, * prevented me from being able to 
Peak for do me time; whilſt. my Uncle placing 
ek over age inſt me, I could perceive the 
Teats Nanding in his Eyes: And when he 
heard me Cena of my hard Fate, that N 
E to leave perlecuting me, he ſaid, Oh 
lia, our cruel Stars have now indeed, 
determin'd. ou ſhould "know, your holes 
Lot, for nothing leſs than a” Mirade can re 
trieve you. A Why (added be ) was 1 born, 
to ſee ſo near a Relation, a Child. I may ca 
her, thus tort 7 2. without one a lng 
Power to eliey e her, 1 5 this miſerable but 
certain Doom . When, after ſome Pauſe,” 
he ſaid, Pienite.  Emelia, prepare; for you 
muſt go; and as che leaſt Cloud of Sorrow ot 
dleontented Look, will ſentence us both to 
death, ſtrive to diſguiſe your inward Anghiſh 
with an outward Gaiety: Perhaps time may 
make it more ſoppdrrable. Deſtiny has left you 
but two Lots to draw therefore ſtrive to graſp” 
the belt, which is gaining the King's Affection. 
If he looks on you with approviug Love, the 
whole Nation will bow to you, the haughtieſt 
Miniſter Nh be your humble! Slave; by 
hich we may Rl find a means to eſcape.” 
Bi ut ( added be am too well acquainted with 1 
the Seraglio, not to tremble for you, ſhould 
= luckleſs Chance be either to be neglected ' 
ſcorned AY know the Di (grace would too 
Porn "7. ſoon | 
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Eh 599, 80 0 wering * ſaid Uncle 
E Fm, my e debe. ſince * ö 
ere is a Probability of inyolving you, in 
ity 3 for- 55 h reaſon I wou d intreat, 
* at. ever 1 am. to ſuffer, you would guard 
wr own 15 and leave me to my Fate, 
* N reſolve Tather to <o 14 0 ſubmit to 
Ts grant : "which; could I opia de my Con? 
diene to an eternal Sheep, 5 490 even bi 
this Life, yield me, any recompenling Joys t 
atftone 2 the Qtence which I hope Heaven 
will give me fortitude to throw off with indif⸗ 
ference, rather tha Mit continue jt by 10 black [A 
Courſe of Sin and Miſery, My $795 already 
aſhamed of his eaſy. e e "Can. | extreme 
Timidity being his fault ) egen ro. Seu 
with me, by ſaying, Life was not. given us 


| 


— 


; pie with when. we pleaſed ; refore we ka I, 
no remedy but ſubmiſſive Patjcte to the divine, 


ill. 
But cheſs 5 yielding g no Rich 4 Ih 4 


the time of my Departure drawing; nigh, « 
tertiihing 


5 KY 


The, Pavas 


— at manner I would act, * 
comply“ Mil y Ducle * Advice, in heſh 1 


eſs d with” 1 the adyant 1 0 4 of Orp 
50 Art Hot confitling myſelf exactly to bh 
Forms of their Country, yet keeping | o clole 
to What OMB had made agreeable to them, 
as neither moo Verte; or ridicu}ous: 
But 1 will 1 urfued * me ia, trouble you 
with my Anal es on the \ way thirher, nar 
che eat ere s of my Guardians whey 
J arrived, till the a pproathieg Evening, 
which I aw the King. They having fit 
prepared me with a Bath and rich Odours, Ter 
out with Gems and all che Ornaments af 2 
Bride, I Was by two of the prir cipal Eunuch 
led to an out Ward A partthent: ' only ſeparated 
from the King by a Carta of thin Myflio, 
embroider d with Gold and variety of Flow- 
ers, on both ſides perfedily alike ; to which 
they advanced fo cloſe with” me, as ealily to 
perceive his Majeſty through it "lying on a ſort 
of Mattreſs, the Bed of rhat Country, 050 
three Steps higher than the reſt of the Fl , 
with Ebony inlaid with Cold, 22 Agate, 
and other valuable” Stories, and ood ; the 
Workmanfſhip of which was 'fo exquiſicely 
fine, and the Luſtre ſo extremely dazling, (t chat 
tho my *bewilder'd* 1 ef were quite o'er- 
come with Sorrow and Pain at fo near an Ap- 
proach to What I reſolved to ſnun with Death,) 
yet T could not help gazing with Amazement 
an the beauteous Order and Art in which the 
Birds, Trees, Beaſts, and Serpents, were in- 
rrail*d, as varurally, as if the Originals had 
been preſent, Exactly between the Floor an 
aro d Ceiling, * an inviſible Hold, a Wer 
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his Robes and 4 being one entire Blaze 
of Diamonds and precious Stones. And in- 
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of my . Senſes, I remain'd motionleſs ;. till the 
King, prepared by all theſe ' Pleaſures, per- 
ceiving ſomething in my Looks (tho pale and 
wild with Fear) that pleaſed him, by a Con- 
deſcenſion not known before, advanced from 
his Throne, and raiſed me in his ſavage Arms; 
ſtiling me by the names of the fineſt Fruits, 
and faireſt Flowers: He told me, I ſprang 


from celeſtial Lillies and Roſes, and was 


ſweeter far than Jeſſamine and all their fra- 
grant Indian Odours, the delicious flavour of 
non-parallel'd Pine- apple being on my Lips, 


which already he had made too near Ap- 


roaches to. Embolden'd by this Softneſs in 
his Behaviour, I rally'd up Courage enough 
to throw myſelf at his Feet, and addreſſing 
him in the moſt ſuppliant manner, ſaid, Great 
Sir, permit à wretched Slave to ſpeak ; tho, L 
am conſcious, what I] ſhall declare will draw 
immediately your Diſpleaſure and — of 
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Death on me : I, latter I INN taught my 
Soul with a” thoufand ſtruggling Agonies to 
meet unconcern'd, rather than by a Deceit or 
Falſhood, juſtly merit your Indignation. He 


bis  lHſening with a fix d Attention, reply d, as 
1 near oy: can expreſs the manner of their Lan- 
i guage in ours; Fearleſs ſpeak on, for —.— 
* wears by himſelf. and all the ſacred 

„ that hover round and guard this Lan- Fohſeh 
once like me they ruled, till ſummoned by 
"tt the firſt Mover to more bleſt Abodes, Death 
if ſhall not fell this tall Cedar, (alluding to the 
i height of my Perſon, which you know: ur- 
"th paſſes moſt Women) nor change the pearly 
* Lillies with which Nature has covered thee, 
'* till thou goeſt with me to the Fields of endleſs 
bl Bliſs, Where each Moment ſtrong 8 and 
1 Love renewing, thou ſhalt be my choſ: en, mz 
1 ſelected, my only beloved fairer than 1 

"kt thou Badſt already drank of the celeſtial 
„ Spring of renewing Youth, and heighten'd 
Wl Beauty: Bur till that Hoyt of Change comes, 
60 let us here begin to take immortal Joys, in 


thy Arms. I am, ſaid Emelia, more particu- 
r! in relating what the King faid, to give you 
an Idea of their manner f - Courtſhip. But 
thering more Courage from this ſolemn 
Pecan ration, to preſerve me, 1 till 3 
on 15 EKnees, ſaid, Dread Sir, be pleaſed to 
hear, and then ſummon's | your Mercy with 


Wi - the Remembrance We your royal and greatly 
i K Vow, to ſave a" helple ſs Unfortu- 
by — far e of wen Honours or 
i Kee facred ed Notice, y humble Fate having 
3 {| me beneath all ſuc 1 5 jous Thoughts; 
wa bu Md aid Ferſon kn long lince been 
1 . given 
Il 
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given to an Inferiour, by Ties tog ſolemn for 
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to ſever. Here I ſtop 
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rupting me, with an Air ſtrangely ſevere ) you 
mock my, eaſy Compliance; but filence/your 
omplaints, or Death in all his frightful Forms 
ſurround you, nor dare to damp my Joys 
ach a; Sigh, leſt. We ourlelyes Ker up 
ort Scymiter that lay at the head of his Bed) 
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855 Wrath Nyere #91 this pnſtain'd Wea- 
Tr with 1 8 T9, which, firm. 


"Guile, 4 


Fears of. Death, and 55 


ruck the ; aw wich fach . Tha. Fro 


_ (bright Metal ſparkled in my Eyes. —— Bat = 


Heaven ſtill guarding and preſerving. me, 
dain d it ſo, that the Weapon fliding 80 
Breaſt, with all its force went into my ri 
Arm, :oÞ2!\which © ou have often ſeen the 
Mark. He had no ſooner gies this raſh 
-Blowz' but repenting, with. a ſtamp f nmon'd 
nis Attendants; and perceiving the Blood to 
flow” from the Wound, with * elencibi Pity 
Koop'd; and ſtopt it with his Hand; Ele 
What haft thou made me do, thou rebellious, 
but till lovely Fair 2 — And turning to ie 
People,” order d them to fly with their ſwifteſt 
Speed for the Phyſician; adding, he had de- 


ſtroy d more Worth than his Kingdom could 


recompenee. And perceiving me faint and 
1Eaſy-at- the dreſſing my Wound; all the 
while - forcing me to reſt by him, he ſtrove te 
comfort me, by repeated Aſſurances of ned 
Wore giving mp 0 ue 12 fear to Noo 


1. 
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Danger. And bidding my Uncle to be called, 
who came with me to the Court, he ſaid to 
him, .on his appearing, Where, and how, 
came you by this excellent Wonder of her 
Sex? See, with what Unconcern ſhe dares 
Death, which you and I once trembled at the 
thoughts of, whilſt her undaunted Soul braves 
him with all his Terrors: and yet every female 
Grace ſits triumphant in her Eyes. Ha 
(purſued he) what, an unequal Softneſs is there ! 
how could my more than barbarous Rage hurt 
ſuch unparallel'd Beauty? Then turning to 
my Uncle, he ſaid, Teach me, Emer-Zemla, 
inſtru& me how to warm that frozen Heart 
with Tranſports equal to thoſe her Eyes in- 
ſpire ! Oh learn me all your Nation's ſoothing 
Ares by which they captivate the Fair ; and 
in return, Rule and Empire ſhall be thine, 
Revenge and Death ſhall be in thy power, 
thou ſhalt be Abdalla's ſelf 
I heard all this, and ſaw his Officer with 
active Diligence, equal to his unbounded 
Expreſſion of Love, endeavour to reſtore my 
drooping Spirits, and heal my Wound ; whilſt 
my Uncle, who with anxious "Soul had waited 
without, impatient to know the Event, obey d 
the King's Summons with pale Fear in his 
Looks; which being diſperſed by what he 
ſaid to him. he drew nearer the Throne with 
more confidence. After having paid the uſual 
Homage, he began to addreſs him in the fol- 
lowing manner :-——-Since your royal Good- 
neſs has commanded me to ſpeak, I will pre- 
ſume to deliver with Modeſty and Candour my 
humble Opinion; eſteeming wyſelf bleſt, beyond 
Length of Days or Riches, if I am inſpired 
PAR IL K with 
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with ought that may add a happy Moment to 
my - dread Sovereign. Tho' I could not help 
ſmiling, with an amazed Contempt at this ex- 
treme Flattery in my Uzcle; yet it was plain and 
artleſs, to what afterwards I perceived was 
addreflſed to me, being fo fortunately advanced, 
as they thought, to the King's favour. But, 
having ended his long Preamble of Duty 
and profound Reſpect, he began to acquaint 
his Majeſiy, I was his Neice, and by what 
means I was ſaved, and found to be ſuch : 
Adding, that the Men of his Country, being 
too indulgent to our Sex's Charms, the greateſt 
amongſt them (the Monarch not excepted } 
ſought and obtained our Love only by ſub- 
miſſive means; which indeed had this happy 
effect, that our Hearts being ſecured by thoſe 
mild Indearments, it more bound our gentle 
Natures to ſtrict Fidelity, than Guards, 
Watches, and Confinement: And more parti- 
cularly as for myſelf, tho* his impartial Eyes 
were unſenſible of Love, yet he could not 
help confeſſing my Charms ſuperiour to moſt, 
(fo great was his Flattery ! ) Not but the 
Women of his Nation ſurpaſs all Nature in 
the general eſteem, a ſweet harmonious Juſtneſs 
regulating their Features, with Complexions fair 
as the falling Snow, inliven'd with as beauteous 
a. Tincture of Red, as the bluſhing Morn; 
without that ſeparate ſettled Fixedneſs of too 
often the fading Lilly and languid Roſe, leſs 
inviting.1n our neighbouring Nations: Adding, 
our ſprightly Air and modeſt Mein was inex- 
preſſibly agreeable, neither tainted with an 
affected Gaiety, nor demurely formal. It would 


$5 have made any one leſs intereſted than myſelf, 


41% £22 _ tmile 


he PI U 5 2 e 


ſmile to fre with what” Gravity he uttered all 
this; as if it had been ſome weighty Advice, 
in which the Preſervation of the Kingdom was 
concerned. However, the Xing, thus taught to 
woo, by a thouſand complaiſant Arts, began 
to ſooth my Pride, the fatal Foible of our Sex. 
And indeed ſo great was the Ingenuity and 
Paſſion of that Monarch, that I believe, had not 
my Soul been too ſtrongly fix'd to my faithleſs 
inconſtant Bellvile, I could not have reſiſted all 
the render Obligements of that Prince. But 
when I was ſo happy, to find a certain Pro- 
tection in my Uucle's Friendſhip, ſo great a. 
Solitude rather increaſing my Diſcontent for 
the injurious Uſage of my Husband, I was fo 
happy. to make Devotion my Refuge : It was 
that ( purſued Emelia ) and that only, which 
inſpired me with Fortitude to baffle the Ter- 
rors of Death, with ſo much Contempt, and 
reſiſt a not diſagreeable Monarch's Addreſſes, 
with the Power and Honour that attended i ir. 
The King, being prevailed on to leave me tomy 
repoſe, I was convey d to the next Apartment; 
and Emer-Zemla ſtaying with him, he renew*d 
his Sollicitation, with extravagant Promiſes, if 
he could win me to a Compliance ; not omitring 
to inſinuate Threats, if I continued obſtinate : 
which my Unucle did not fail to enforce, with 
all the diſmal Diſaſters that muſt attend my 
{till reſiſting. But unmoved, I told him, 
1] was reſolved to wait and bear with Patience, 
whatever Heaven was pleaſed to allot ; retortin 
ſo ſharply on him, his want of Courage, 2 
Vertue, that vanquiſh* 'd with ſhame, he left 
purſuing me. Whilſt my Wound mending but 


lowly, I perpetually had the King's company, 
K2 When 
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68 The PRU DE. 
when Sleep, or the pretence of it, did not 
free me from him. And indeed in thoſe Hours 
he ſhow'd ſo excellent an Underſtanding, with 
ſuch a Nobleneſs of Mind, that I began, al- 
moſt, to fear him as a dangerous Lover, my 
Averſion now ceaſing, which at firſt proved no 
ſmall Armour to the Reſiſtance I made. But 
in the mean time, all that had paſs'd flying to 
the Queen's Ears, ſne was ſtruck with ſuch an 
implacable Jealouſy, that ſhe reſolved my 
death; it being a very wrong Notion that we 
have, to imagine the Aſian Ladies are ſo paſſive 
concerning their Husband's divided L6ve.— 
Its true, any Pleaſure en paſſant with other 
Women of the Seraglio (who pay the Wife the 
Reſpect of a Miſtreſs ) they encourage, as we 
would a. female Friend ro make a third at 
Cards, or any other Amuſement ; but when once 
they imagine or apprehend they are like ro 
gain a ſuperiour Intereſt in the Hearts of their 
Husbands, they feel as many lively Pangs, and 
racking 'Tortures, . outrageouſly oppoſing, or 
flily undermining, as the moſt exaſperated La- 
lian Revenge can invent; their Paſſions being 
more violent than ours, take deeper root. Of 
this Stamp was the Queen, who in her Youth 
had been too buſy in Politicks, not to be 
tainted with a ſubtle ill Principle in moſt of 
her Deſigns. The King's high Spirit had curb'd 
| her in all State-Matters, ſince the death of her 
Father; yet he treated her with great Reſpect, 
as the Source from whence his Honours ſprung : 
except in Love-Affairs, it ſeems he had often 
cauſed her to be violently uneaſy, tho" never 
any thing comparable to this Adventure of 
Es which ſhe determined to get rid of, by 
poiſoning 


\ 
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poiſoning: me. ———Having gained an Eunuch, 
the King affign d to be one of my Attendants, to 
aid her in her Deſign, the Diſh T drank Tea 

in, was poiſon'd ; when Providence fo order'd 
it, that Cuſhama by chance broke it, and my 
poor little Squirrel eating the Sugar out of the 
bottom, immediately grew ſick and dizzy, 
and taking him in my Lap, he ſoon, falling 
into ſtrong Convulſions, died. This ſo alarm d 
my Uncle, that he immediately carried it to the 
King; who preſently oueſs*'d from whence the 
Miſchief came: tho”, to be certain, the Eunuch 
was threatened with the Rack; which to e- 
ſcape, he confeſs'd it was done at the Queen's 
Sollicitation.— This waking the King's care to 
preſerve me for the future, moſt of his Officers 
were diſmiſſed; and thoſe whom my Uncle 
could beſt confide in, were placed about me in 
their ſtead. But my Wound mending apace, 
and the King growing more violent in his Sol- 
licitations, which my Uncle perceiving I in- 
tended to reſiſt with my firſt unalter'd Reſo- 
lution; he, in earneſt began to think of our E- 

ſcape: and it fortunately happening that a 
Dutch Veſſel was going to leave the Port, laden 
for Europe, he ordered it ſo, as to agree for 
our Paſſage ; tho' he was too much a Politi- 
cian-to let him know he ran the danger of 
carrying away Emer-Zemla and myſelf, only 
making the Maſter of the Ship believe we were 
Merchants, who were atraid of being taken up 
about ſome Miſmanagements in the Duties of 
Trade. He contrived that the Ship ſhould fail 
in the Morning out of the Port, and dropping 
down about ten Leagues, they ſhould lie by 
within one of the Palaces where the King then 
relied, 
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reſided, and ſend their Boat to an unfrequented 
art of the Shore, to wait for us. 

I thought, ſaid Emelia, I ſhould have gone 
wild with Joy, when my Uncle brought me 
this pleaſing News ; charging me at the ſame 
time to ſoften my Behaviour to the King, to 
prevent Suſpicion : which I did ſo artfully, 
that Abdalia, charm'd with the Change, talk | 
all in the Language of Raptures, ſtaying with 
me ſo long, that I was forced to pretend a Fic 
of Illneſs to be rid of him. Tho' I cannot 
help owning, when I reflected on the uncom- 
mon Generoſity with which he treated me, 
conſidering the Tyranny which they exerciſe 
in thoſe Parts over our wretched Sex, when 
thrown unfortunately in their power, that I 
could not ſee him leave me, as I imagin'd, for 
ever, without being touch'd with ſome Re- 
gret ·— I immediately prepared for our De- 
parture, my cautious Uncle not ſuffering us 
to quit the Palace till he was firſt ſure that 
the Long- Boat waited for us on the Shore; 
and then pretending ſome Buſineſs of Conſe- 
quence, I and Cuſbama followed him in the 
Habit of inferiour Euxuchs, that tend in lower 
Offices about the Court. We e got off unſuſpec- 
ted, and ſwift as our Horſes could carry us, 
made to the Boat; where a Chriſtian, in whoſe 
Fidelity my Uncle knew he might confide, 
expected our coming, with moſt of our Trea- 
ſure; and without difficulty getting to the 
Ship, with flying Sails we made 7 rom Shore. 

Thus Providence allotted, when I leaſt ex- 
pected, my Deliverance ; for who could have 
thought, that Emelia ſhould in leſs than a 
Month be failing to her native Country, when 


ſhe received that haughty Command to be 
brought 
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brought to the Seraglio, from | whence none 
e*er depart till Death has ſeal'd their fatal 
Mandate? Or who could have imagin'd. 


that I ſhould return laden home, Miſtreſs 


of immenſe Wealth, that ſaw- me leave my 
native Country, forlorn, abandon'd, and deſti- 
tute of Friends, or wherewithal to ſupport 


me? Thus, whilſt celeſtial Virtue is our 


Guide, let none diſtruſt the all-liberal Hand 
of Providence, whoſe Mercy deſcends to re- 
lieve the poor, the miſerable offending Sinner. 
When we loſt ſight of Golconda, the Fears 
which had ſo viſibly poſſeſſed my Uncle whilſt 


he was active about his eſcaping, (that had 


not Love blinded the King's Penetration, he 
might eaſily have obſerved the violent Agita- 
tion of his Soul through his Viſage) diſper- 
ſing as we drew towards Europe, he frankly 
owning his Weakneſs, took me into his Arms, 
and ſaid, My deareſt Neice, I acknowledge 
it is to you I owe the now joyful Hope of 
ſeeing again my Country, join'd with the 
Happineſs, that I have it in my power to re- 
compence ſo near, fo valuable a Relation, ac- 
| cording to her Merit; who has ſhow'd me 
the exalted difference between a ſteddy Perſe- 
verance, when attack'd by imminent tempting 
Dangers, and only poorly wiſhing or deſiring 
to do it : For even thoſe who have no natu- 
ral Turn or Impulſe to Vice, often by an irre- 


| ſolute Indolence ſubmit, fondly flattering them- 


| ſelves, that the Force and Neceſſity will 
palliate the Crime. I mention this, ſaid E- 

melia, to ſhow you how much he approved 
of that very Conſtancy which his weak Fears 
would have ſhaken, Nor was he leſs N 
| than 
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than his Promiſe; we no ſooner arriving at 
Venice, than diſpoſing of moſt of his Jewels 
to advantage, he divided his Wealth equally 
between us, from that moment making me 
intire Miſtreſs of half, independent of him. Nor 
did he forget the Chriſtian Servant that aſſiſt- 
ed in our Eſcape, or the Dutch Maſter ; re- 
warding him as liberally, as if he had known 
the Riſque he had run of carrying from Gol- 
conda, Emer-Zemla and Emelia, | 

I will not trouble you, ſaid this fair Hiſto- 
rian, with the Names of the Countries, or 
the delightful Journeys which we made through- 
out moſt parts of Europe, till our Arrival in 
our dear native Country: Where we had not 
been long landed, before my Unck entering 
into a ſerious Diſcourſe on the Incidents of 
my paſt Life, ſaid to me, Neice, tho' I perceive 
you would diſguiſe in filence the Anguiſh of 
your Soul, your perfidious Husband has {ill 
too great an aſcendant oer your Heart, for 
you to have any true Joy in Life ; which fills 
me with Fears that this one Weakneſs may 
deſtroy all the Happineſs Providence has libe- 
rally pointed out to you. Confeſs (ſaid he, percei- 
wing the riſing Bluſhes guiltily acknowledging the 
Truth) are not your ſecret Wiſhes for a Re- 
conciliation? To which I anſwered, (con- 
founded at his quick Perception of my Folly) 
I cannot well tell you how my Heart is diſ- 
poſed toward him whom I violentiy Love and 


Hate at once ; and fear, thoſe oppoſite Paſſions, 


in ſpight of Reſolution and Abſence, will never 
ceaſe rormenting the Repoſe I fain would find 
by Indifterence and Inſenſibility: But this, 
Sir, I aſſure you, (added 1) 1 ſhall never 
72 * fo 
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ſtoop to a thought of Reconciliation without 
(what, alas! is impoſſible) che finding him 
ſuch as I at firſt imagin'd him, when Gratitude 
| pleaded with all his other Charms for the ſur- 
render of my Heart. Not but I own I wiſh 
to triumph over him, by letting him ſee how 
much the injur'd abandonꝰd Emelia has been the 
particular Care of Providence; which perhaps 
may make him dread the contrary Effect on 
his Perjuries. Ha! (cid my Uncle, on hearing 
this ) you have touch'd the very Point; I fear 
and tremble for you: Your Curioſity, (purſued 
he ) has already made you enquire whether he 
has yet difpoſed of himſelf to another, and 
now you know your Fortune may make' him 
deſire you on the ſcore of Intereſt, and aſſert 
his Right, who before deny'd you, with ſo 
unparallel'd a Baſeneſs, that I wonder how 
it's poſſible a Woman of your Senſe and Spirit 
can entertain a thought of remaining Love for 


the worſt of Men; who work' d on your Aum - 


and your Weakneſs, to become a Prey to his 
Deſires; which after having fully fariated, 
without any Senfe of Juſtice or Honour, or 
one remorſeful Thought of Pity, the laſt fee- 
ble Remait of Love, did an Action that ought 
to make you think of him only with Deteſta- 
tion and Horror. For what Happineſs can 
you ever expect, or what Confidence can you 
have in him, in whoſe moſt endearing Careſſes 
you fear Deceit ; who when moſt he ſeem'd'to' 
love, was under-hand ſtriking the blows of 
deadly Hate, — and whoſe Principle you know 
has dared to break through the molt folemn” 
and facred Ties on Earth. —— No, Emelia, - 
(contimed he) exert yourſelf, and by a noble 
e L Reſent- 
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Reſentment, reſolve to hate and think no more 


of him: And as I believe you are ſafer whilſt 


cout of his Knowledge, change your Name; 
and as your State is truly that of a Widow, wear 


the Title of one and let us chuſe the moſt 
pleaſant Part of the Country, to paſs, I hope, 
our happy Days. The Court and City be- 
ing the only Places Bellvile can baniſh you 
from, vanquiſh all Thoughts of appearing 
there: which, I take it, will be very eaſy 
for you to do, whom I have found more in- 
clined to be diverted with Reading than Con- 
verſation. Nor put it any more in Bellvile's 
power to create you new Misfortunes, which 
by wilfully running into, you cannot hope 
Providence will again appear ſo wonderfully 
in your behalf; having no excuſe for loving 
him, who ought to be abhorr C. 

Theſe Reaſons, join'd with my ULucle's In- 
treaties, cauſed me to ſubdue all Thoughts of 
ſeeing Bellvile; and I retired with him, to the 
Seat he had purchaſed, where I have ever 
ſince reſided. And my Uncle, who at his 


Death made me his Heir, more ſtrongly laying 


the ſame Injunction on me, has prevented, 
more than my Reſentment, the fond Deſire 
I have ſtill of once more ſeeing Bellvile, and 


running perhaps into a ſecond Ruin: For ſuch 


is my. Weakneſs, that neither Abſence nor all 
my mighty Wrongs can raſe the firſt charming 
Idea from my Soul. This Folly I have ſuffer'd 
to prevail ſo far on me, that learning he went 
abroad on publick Affairs, I wrote a Letter 


as if reſiding in that Place; only telling him, 


I was ſtill living, and bidding him beware of 
entering into another Marriage, to add to his 
5 Crimes: 


Crimes: For tho' I had been fo barbarouſſy 
- uſed by him, I had preſerved myſelf, without 
retorting his Injuries, by any other way, bur 
by being concealed eternally from him. This 
I did, not to have reproach on myſelf, ſhould 
he be guilty of ſo great a Crime. 
And in this perplex'd State I have continued 


ever ſince, wiſhing to ſee him, and that he 
may find an excuſe for all he has done; yet 


not daring to do it : Which is now more than 
ever increaſed, by ſeeing that faithleſs Charm- 


er, in the Drawing-Room, when laſt we were 


there. But alas! how chang*'d from the Young, 
the Gay, Inimitable Belvile ! The inchant- 
ing Softneſs of his Eyes skilled no leſs than 
his Tongue in the perſuaſive Arts of Love, 
now ſternly moved, regardleſs of the Fair; 
whilſt his contracted Brows ſeem'd puzzled in 
hatching dark Schemes of State. Yet tho? 
his Complexion was ſallow'd, and his eaſy 
Air and fine-turned Limbs grown into a heavy 


85 Corpulency; ſtill methoughts there appear d 


a noble Grandeur in his Mien. — Ah! Hea- 
vens, purſued Emelia, why have you given ſo 
many outward Excellencies, where there is 
ſo little Worth lodg'd within? And why am 
I doom'd to love to doat where all 


Virtue is wanting, that ſhould give Approve- 


-ance to my fond Paſſion ? But ( proceeded that 
Lady) unable to bear the fight of him, with 
trembling Limbs I withdrew, complaining to 


you and Elifinda, that T was ſeiz'd with a 


{ſudden Diſorder. This, with what has ſince 
happen'd to you on Lyſander's ſcore, made me 
reſolve to leave the Town, and try, by re- 


treating, to eſcape the Snares of Love; which 


3 may 
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may again intrap me, and make you acquaint- 
ed with Sorrows like thoſe I have but poorly- 
painted the leaſt Part of. 1 . 

_ Emelia had ſcarce finiſhed theſe Words, 
when they perceived a Chariot with two Gen- 
tlemen and their Equipage in Mourning paſs 
by them, and ſtop at Belgrand's Coach. But 
how different were the Paſſions of their Souls, 
tho? both habited in the Weeds of Grief ! 
The one being Stanorius, lately freed from the 
galling Chains of Matrimony; and the other, 
the generous enamoured Marcauder, who was 
pierced with a Sorrow of a deeper Strain than 
outward Mourning could expreſs. 


_ Beligrand and the Gentlemen knowing 1 | 


other, and underſtanding they were to travel 
the ſame Road, tho' Marcander and Stanorius's 
ſwift Horſes ſhow'd they intended to reach a 
further length; yet they were eafily perſuaded 
to halt at Bellgrand's, and the Ladies intended 
Stage: eſpecially Stanorius, who by this had 
learnt. from Eliſinda's longing Eyes that a 
pleaſing Duty was expected from him by that 
Fair, whoſe eager Soul was already contriving 
a Means to poſleſs Joys more ſolid, and ſuiting 
better with her warm Nature, than ſuch as 
her profeſs'd Auſterity admitted of: To ac- 
compliſh which, they had no ſooner entred 
the Inn, but her excellent Engine, Saniſſa, 
took care to conſult with him, in order to 
have their Chambers join'd ; which being done, 
they waited not long before Supper was 
brought, ſome of Beligrand's People having 
rode before, to get it prepare. 
But now Fate began to turn the Scales 


againſt Eliſinda, who was not much longer to 
7 35 . triumph 


8 Sen; 
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triumph in her diſſembled Hypocriſy and 
Wickedneſs : for the beauteous Bellamira, like 
the refulgent Sun, darkening all her feebler 
Rays, ſtruck the amazed Stanorius with too 
many pointed Charms, not to yield himſelf her 
immediate Victim, whoſe nice Diſcernment of 
the Sex's Foibles, hitherto had prevented all 
Eſteem. But here Reaſon, commonly the Foe 
of Love, join'd his united Force, in acknow- 
ledging her faultleſly fair, —who was indeed 
free from all the little affected Vanities of her 
as Toſſings of the Head, Shrugs, and 
ſwimming indolent Airs, which oftener create 
. Ridicule, than gain the ſought-for Admiration. 
Whilſt Bellamira, inſenſible of her own Per- 
fe&ion ; made all her Charms appear the inimi- 
table Work of Nature: and tho' Stanorins 
found his amorous Soul loſt in this delightful 
Labyrinth of Beauty, yet he did not fail to call 
his Uſual Aſſiſtant, iU-natur'd Obſervation, to 
his aid; to find if the Mind inhabiting with- 
in, was worthy of ſo fair a Lodgment, which 
now feeble Art made all her Charms return 
with double force: A becoming Modeſty, 
nicely placed between an extreme Baſhfulneſs 
and aſſuming Boldneſs, accompanying all her 
Actions and Words; which tho' few, expreſs'd 
her Thoughts ſo excellently juſt and pleaſing, 
that he began as eagerly to deſire an acquain- 
tance with her Mind, as her outward Form. 
But tho? his raviſh'd Eyes wiſh'd eternally 
to be fix d on that lovely Object, yet he often 
turned their now ſatiated Glances on Elifinda; 
being not inſenſible how ſoon the Fiend, Jea- 
n would enter a Woman 8 Breaſt. — 
But 
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But Supper being ended, the diſconſolate 
Marcander withdrew, who, blind to Beauty, 
and inſenſible to Joy, or the Pleaſures of Con- 
verſation, chuſes, by retiring alone, to indulge 

Love, Grief and Deſpair, which had been his 
inſeparable Companions, ever ſince the death 
of the lovely Morenia; when it happened that 
Emelia caſting her Eyes towards his Seat, and 
perceiving ſomething glitter, pointed to a Ser- 
vant to reach it her; which being done, ſhe 
perceived it was a Picture in miniature, repre- 
ſenting a Huntreſs, the Beauty of which, ex- 
tremely charming her, ſhe ſaid, as ſhe ſurrey d 
it, How juſt a Symmetry are in theſe Features! 
How exactly proportioned are theſe fine-turn'd 
_ Limbs — What a ſprightly Sweetneſs is in 
thoſe Eyes! How many agreeable Smiles 
play about her Mouth !——Sure (purſued ſhe) 
the Original is an unequal'd Beauty; or elſe 

the Painter's Imagination has excell'd all I 
have yet beheld of Nature Stanorius, who, 
knew the Fair-one this Piece but faintly repre- 
ſented, reply'd, he was convinced by what 
Emelia had ſaid, ſhe mult be a Stranger to the 
amiable Original, who had all the varying 
Charms of her whole Sex centered in herſelf ; 
each Action and changing Look, adding to 
her Beauty, new and inimitable Graces ; an in- 
chanting: Softneſs often in her Eyes in a mo- 
ment would ſucceed the laughing Deities, that 
before revel'd there in wanton Mirth : Jet, 
when Anger had animated them, the ſparkling 
Rays would flaſh around with ſuch a beauteous 
Majeſty, as would awe and make you yield 
yourſelf the Offender, tho? conſcious the fault 


was her s. Nor was her Genius inferiour, 
tho 


tho' leſs regular, than the Excellences of her 
Perſon; there being ſomething in it too exalted, 
too daring, and too full of fire, for the Timidity, 
and almoſt dull Diſcretion, with which the 
Fair ought to guard their Chaſtity... 

 Elifinaa, ſtung at the Warmth: with which 
Stanorius deſcribed all theſe Perfections, haſtily 
reached her Hand to view the Picture; which 
ſhe had no ſooner done, but with a pleaſed 
Spight ſhe ſaid, If I miſtake not, the Lady 
which this inchanting Piece repreſents, was 
Morenia, the Daughter of the Baron de 
and the adulterous divorc'd Wife of the injured 
Count Vilayne, whoſe Soul and Character is as 
abominably deformed, as her Perſon might be 
eſteemed otherwiſe. No doubt but her 
pious Abhorrence of that odious Vice might 
have cauſed her to have run a greater length, 
had ſhe not remember d Stanorius was preſent; 
who taking her up, ſaid, Madam, you have too 
rigidly trod the Paths of Honour and Vertue, 
to be a Judge of the offending Morenia, whom 


I would not pretend to excuſe in this Com- 


pany, tho I would a little ſoften her Faults, 
and put her in a light that might diſcover 
ſome ſparks of Vertue; which, through the 
black Cloud of criminal Love, might move your 
pity, at the ſame time that you blam'd the 
Conduct of this guilty Fair- one. To which 
Emelia reply d, I am already too much charm'd 
with this lovely Reſemblance of the Lady, not 
to wiſh her Actions as amiable, who certainly 
muſt be attack d with Temptations as much 
ſuperiour to what our Sex often, but feebly 
reſiſt, as I think her Charms ſurpaſs all I 
have ſeen: And ſince (added ſbe) * 
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ſo favourably to mention her Faults, methinks 
would hear them from Sanorius.—Bellgrand 
and the conquering Belamira joining their Re- 
queſts with hers, Elifinda was forced to yield, 
and be the painful Hearer of Adventures fhe 
approved of only in Action: Tho' after ſome 
time, fired with Thoughts more elevated than 
thoſe of empry Converſation, ſhe withdrew; 
chiding Stanorius with her Eyes, for imploying 
the precious time in infipid Talk, while more 
pleaſing Joys waited his Approach. But fo 
fickle is the Heart of Man, that he, who not 
many hours before ſtop'd the Courſe of his 
Journey, ſummon'd by her Charms, now found 
more pleaſure in bearly gazing on Bellamira, 
than all her rifled Beauties could equal. And 
her Abſenee giving him greater Latitude to 
enjoy that Happineſs, he, to entertain the 
Company, began the Story of Morenia in tlie 


following manner. | 


te. —— * 
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The ' Hiſtory of the" Marquiſs de Mon- 
trovile, Morenia, and the hunt Vi- 
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-AAORENT A's Father, the Baron de... 5 
A Seat lying within a Mile of the Marquiſs de 
Montrovile's Caſtle ; a Title that will dereverel 
in all Ages, for the great Actions of this young 
Hero's Grandfire, whoſe undaunted Courage, 
Fortitude” and Loyalty, alone ſtem'd and op- 
poſed, for a conſiderable while, the rebellious 

92 of Confuſion and Anarchy, that o er- 
whelmed and devoured his bleeding Country; 

e long 
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lang ſupporting his royal Maſter's n 
and with him greatly fall, laden, as he juſtly 
term'd it, with never-dying Honours: Who, 
purſued Stanorius, (fir d with a wortby Emula- 
tion, on making this little Mention of the 
great, the glorious Montrouile) like ho hin, 
would not rather nobly expire in the Se 
their King and Country, than linger on a 
coward, cold, Death Bed of Nature? 
But as Love; and not. War, is to be my] pre- 
ſen Theme, the young Marquiſs de Montrovile 
and his Siſters being inſeparably in the company 
of Morenia, by the intimacy of their tVWo Fa- 
milies they had, even in their Infancy, ſotender 
a Friendſhip for each other, that their childiſh 
Endearments were often repeated to divert the 
Viſitors of each Family. The Ane 
two Years older than Morenia, never thoug 
he had learn'd: his Leſſon, till he had ff 
taught it that young Lady; and when he was 
ungovernable and — if ſhe was 
to their Aſſiſtance, ſhe never fail'd to calm 
and bring him back to a ſerene Compliance 
with his Duty. Thus, before they underſtood 
the Name of Love, cheir Hearts were join'd 
in an innocent amiable Paſſion for each other; 
which their growing Years blowing to a more 
lively Flame, they thought to make it eternal, 
by the moſt binding Vows that Love and they 
could invent, without any dread of Fortune s 
oppoſition. The Marquiſs's Father having 
been long dead, they flatter'd themſelves, 
from the ſmalineſs of Morenia's Fortune, that 
when Montrowile ſhould come of Age, he need 
but ask that lovely Lady of her —_— cd 
tain her. tit 
Paxr II. ""W But 
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But Time's ſlow Wings not flying ſo faſt as 
their Wiſhes, the Lover had ſcarce reach'dito_ 
the "eighteenth Year of his Age, when the 
Dowager Marchioneſs de Montrovile, thinking it 
time for him to begin his Travels, had all things 
prepared before ſhe acquainted him with-it 3 
and then, in terms too arbitrary, let him know 
her Deſign, for him to think of ought but 
obeying her. Whatever reluctancy he had for 
being thus cruelly divided from the innocent 
fweert Society of his adorable Morenia, whom 
he viſited the next day with this unwelcome 
fatal News, I will not (ſaid Stanorius) pre- 
tend to relate all the Converſation that had 
paſs d between theſe Lovers at parting ;'tho' I 
have heard molt of it mentioned by both: The 
amorous' Marguiſs, by ten thouſand: Oaths of 
eternal Fidelity, endeavoured to perſuade 
Afprenia in his Abſence to perſiſt in the like; 
feffing her, that tho* he was forced by the 

igour of his guardian Mother then to a Separa- 
tion, yet nothing ſhould make him ceaſe a 
moment to adore her; that her lovely Image 
was too ſtrongly imprinted in his Soul, for 
ought but Death to efface. Which to confirm, 
he ſhowed Morenia her own Picture hanging 
at his Breaſt ; telling her, whilſt abſent, on 
that alone he'd gaze : And preſenting her with 
his, deſired it might ſometimes be look'd on, 
to put her in mind of her adoring Lover. 
Morenia, however, reſtrained by Modeſty, no 
leſs charmed than he, with having ſuch a plea- 
ſing Reſemblance of her inchanting Montrovile, 
received it; and ſaid, Tho' the Manner of my 

Dreſs will not permit me to wear it, as you do 
mine, yet till my Eyes are bleſs'd in W 
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the Original, to this I'll pay my morning and 
evening Viſits, and do you remember the 
Hours I go to or riſe from my Repoſe, to this 
Effi gy, as to yourſelf, I will unload the Ful- 
neſs of my Heart, my Faith, my eternal Con- 
ſtancy.—— Yes, - (purſued ſhe, ſpeaking to it) do 
you tell my Montrovile, whilſt he is faithful, no 
Force, no Violence, nor all the Charms of his 
conquering Sex, ſhall create an inconſtant 
Thought of ought but himſelf.-—— Ah tell 
him, purſued ſhe, I will indeed preſerve More- 
nia his, through every Difficulty But 
ſhould he then at laſt be falſe The Vio- 
lence with which ſhe utter'd theſe Words, 
cauſing . the Blood to guſh from her Noſe, 
frighten'd with the Imagination that it was an 
ill Omen, ſhe faid, See my Lord, I confirm 
my Truth, and Faith, with my Blood; and 
Montrovile, in ſpight of all his doubts of my 
Love, and his Vows of eternal Conſtancy, will 
be falſe—-to the forlorn Morenia; who dwel- 
ling in Obſcurity, amidſt barren Rocks and 
ſolitary Woods, will be neglected and forgot- 
ten. Ah! ( purſued that aimable Fair. one) how 
can I expect the faint Image of Morenia ſhould 
guard your Heart againſt the ſelected dazling 
Charms of Courts? There ſome victorious 
Happy- one will ſoon drive every Thought, 
every Idea of hapleſs me thence. But the 
lovely Marquiſs, by repeated Aflurances, diſ- 
perſing her Fears, the Lovers having firſt con- 
trived to write to each other without being 
diſcover d, were at laſt forced to ſeparate. He 
began his Jouruey, his Thoughts fully poſſeſsd 
with the Charms of that inimitably conſtant 
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Lady, who refolved to fall a Martyr to Love, 
rather than be falſe to her Montrovile. 00 
But whilſt the young Lady was ſecurely 
wrapt in the delightful Ideas of Love, and 
her engaging. Lover; the Baron de.... .. her 
Father, having waſted his Eſtate conſiderably 
in the late Civil Wars of the Empire, had few 
other hopes of adyancing Morenia 'in Marriage 
ſuitable to her Birth, but by her extraordinary 
Beauty: Which I believe, Ladies, ( purſued 
Stanorius). you're ſenſible is not all that is re- 
quiſſte in this Age, tho' our” firſt Parent 
bought it an Equivalent for the Empire of the 
Globe, with which he endowed his Conſort: 
Nor would Morenia's Stars have been much 
leſs auſpicious, had not Love, like the ſedu- 
cing Serpent, farally wronghr her Ruin. It 
happening that Pillayze, who is eſteem' d one 
of the richeſt Counts of the Empire, was one 
Morning at the Diverſion of Hawking; à fa- 
vouxite one flying a- crofs the Baron's Grounds, 
and not returning at the Faleoner's Call, they 
imagin g. it was perched on a Tree, pethaps, 
in the Garden: which cauſed Villayne and his 
eompany to go N who waited on 
do the < 1875 where they found the 
Hauk perched on Morenia's Arm.  Villame 
charmed. with the inexpreſſible Beauty of that 
young Lady, and ſurprized at the Aceident 
of;-the Hawk, began fondly to imagine (be- 
ing ſuperſtitiouſſy Religious) that the Bird, 
directed by Providence, had pointed out to 
bim Arenig for a Wife; tho“ afterwards he 
was convinced, this faneled auſpicious Flight 
of the Hawk was to, occaſion none of that 
flatter d Happineſs, unleſs the extraordinary 
. | Patience 
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patience with which he ſuſtained her Injuries, 
were to qualify him for a more elevated one 
hereafter. However, ſtaying Dinner at the 
Baron's Intreaty, he did not depart thence till 
he had propoſed the Marriage; which was 


too much for the advantage of Morena, not 


to be joyfully accepted by her Father, without 
once conſulting whether his Daughter could 
love this future Husband: Which, alas | ſhe 
was ſo far from pretending, | that with a 
Courage unuſual in one of her Sex and Youth; 


to move her obdurate Father from endeavour- 
ing this Match. But in vain; he ſpurn'd 


her from him weeping, and when ſhe perſiſted 


in refuſing to wed Villame, he ſwore to turn 
her forth a wandering Vagabond. And find- 
ing neither his ſtern Commands, nor her Mo- 
ther's ſofter Soorhings, could work” on her 
unhappy Conſtaney ; the inexorable Baron 
who, from the tender Friendſhip of their In- 
fancy, did not want to gueſs the too en 
Marquiſs the entire Cauſe of this Averſion to 
Vi 4-4 took a moſt inhuman Reſolution, 
of having her lock'd up without either Light 
or Food till ſhe was brought to conſent. And 
tho? he formerly, by no ſigns of Diſlike, ſuf- 
fer'd Morenia by all manner of uncontrouled 


wavering hopes of Youth” s inconftant Love. 
' Morenia three Days endured this painful 
Faſt, but at length Nature each moment/prey- 
ing on her for Relief, ſhe at laſt thought and 
wok on a ſtrange Reſolution, to eaſe her 


preſent 


ſhe ſtrove by - Denials, Tears, and Intreaties, 


aging 


tunities to exert her Charms on Mantro- 
vile; yet now he reſoly d not to ſlip ſo'vaſtly 
favourable an Offer, as the Ount , only for the 
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preſent intolerable Sufferings, and ſtill pre- 
ſerve her Faith inviolable to her beloved Mou 

No ſooner had ſhe determined what to do, 
but with Looks as chearful as her Soul was 
otherwiſe, ſhe ſubmitted to her Parents Will; 
whilſt the penetrating Father, ſurprized at 
her outward Gaiety and ſudden Compliance, 
had her ſtrictly watch'd till the Ceremonies 
were paſt, and the fair Maid by her virgin 
Companions carry d to her Bridal- Bed. Where, 
Ladies, (pur ſued Stanorius) I am forced to 
make mention of a very ſurprizing Scene be- 
tween her and the Count, tho nothing that 
will be offenſive to your tender Ears. This 
wretched Bride, or rather Victim, no ſooner, 
perceiving Villayne to, make the approaches- of 
an amorous Bridegroom, hut throwing herſelf 
out of the Bed, fell at his Feet, which ſhe 
bedewing with her Tears, ſaid, Oh my Lord, 
if you are not more than greatly Good, 'More- 
nia is the moſt deteſtable, perjured, and the 
miſerableſt of Women Oh, purſued this love- 
y Hyprocrize, what ſhall:I do! inſtruct me all 
ye Powers, to move his virtuous Heart; and 
you great Patroneſs, whoſe Vengeance elſe 
muſt fall on my Perjuries, inſpire him to have 
Mercy, to ſave me from a Crime my Nature 
ſhudders at, and what I would fain by Death 
prevent. The Count, who is of a Diſpoſition 
foft as Summerꝰs gentleſt Winds, could not be- 
hold Morenia s moving Grief, without giving 
way to the compaſſionate; Tenderneſs of his 
Nature; bidding her proceed in Terms that 
ade her think her Arts half ſucceſsful: And 
that young Deceiver knowing Villaynes Wink: 
| ne 


8 7 * 4 > 7 
34 414 


; 7 15 ? 
* ot - o q . 
f a ; FL - * 1 1 4 9 | 
” : ( = = R b J D S s' ; & ö f 7 
* p , F f 55 | 1 * 


neſs lay (if I may call it ſuch ) in being ex- 
tremely bigotted to Religion, ſhe made him 
believe that in her Zeal to the Virgin, ſhe had 
devoted ſome time of Youth to that great Pa- 
troneſs by a Vow of Chaſtity, which was not 
yet expired. The pious Count, on hearing 
this, however pleaſed he was to find he was 
like to be bleſs'd with a Wife as religiouſly 
zealous as himſelf; could not forbear ſighing 
when he asked, how long it would be eer the 
Expiration of it: which that ſubtle Fair-one 
fix'd to the time of Montrovile's coming of 
Age. And thus, inſtead of bridal Joys, by 
| Morenia's Tears, and the Face of Devotion, 
the Count complaiſantly left the Bed, and ſpent 
the Nights on the Floor, till he carry d her 
home; where the Charms of her Wit and Diſ- 
poſition, with her pretended Piety, gained ſo 
great an Aſcendant over him, that ſhe and her 
Family became entirely Miſtreſs of his Eſtate: 
Nay, ſo far did this Lady's Gaiety work on 
his eaſy Temper, . that Montroviles Health 
was often drank by the Title of the Lady in the 
black: Box ;- ſhe making him believe, ſhe had 
there the Picture of one ſhe knew he had a 
Reſpect for. hows beet 0 
But to return to De Montrovile, neither the 
Charms of foreign Courts, nor yet the greater 
Foe to Love, Abſence, had power hitherto to 
ſhake the Conſtancy of this Lover; who eaſily 
took the excuſes ſhe made, of her Father's 
cruel Violence and Force, together with how 
ſtrangely ſhe had prevail'd on Villayne s Weak- 
neſs— ſo that by repeated Letters, full of the 
tendereſt Aſſurances of Love, he cauſed her to 
perſiſt in her unalterable Faith, and the long- 
= | oy expected 
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expected Time by each drawing nigh, the 
Husband no leſs wiſhing it, than the Lover, 
Who Was now arrived at his Caſtle, in order to 
put his deſign in execution; where by an 
aſſiſting Servant, who had formerly belonged 
to the Marquiſs, and ever ſince Morenia s Mar- 
riage had been her particular Favourite, it was 
agreed ſne ſhould f from her Husband with 
the Marguiſs to a diſtant Town, and there by 
a ſecond Marriage and Conſummation, together 
with her Precontrat with Montrovile, my 
did not fear to baffle the Count's Pretences. - 
Whilſt, unfortunately for this wretched La- 
dy, a Letter from her, in which all this Scheme 
was laid, being careleſly by the Margaiſs left in 
an upper Pocket, his treacherous Valet found 
it, and carried it to the Dowager Marchioneſs ; 
who being a Lady of admirable Spirit and good 
Senſe, had ſo great an Authority in the Coun» 
try, chat ſhe immediately confined the young 
Lover, and ſent Villayze the Letter. Which 
not being found Wars an Hour before the 
defign'd Flight, the unhappy Husband did 
not receive it till Morenia was fled: But learn- 
ing from it what Road ſhe took, he and his 
Friends ſoon purſued and came within fight of 
her. Which when Morenia perceived, being 
an excellent Horſe- Woman, ſhe turned up a 
Mountain ſo ſteep and narrow, as hardly to "be 
paſſable ; whilſt | her faithful Servant, unfortu- 
nately for him, being before, and her Huſ- 
band*s Party hollowing to him, by Threats and 
Intreaties to ſtop, which muſt have prevented 
her going on; but her Requeſt being more 
powerful in begging him ſtill ro continue their 
n the unhappy VION was ſhot * 
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on the ſpot, his Horſe and ſelf ſo incumbering 
the Paſſage, that, unable to paſs further, this 
undaunted Lady was ſeized by her Husband, 
and his Friends ; where, before them all, with 
a Reſolution unterrify'd, ſhe declared herſelf 
the Wife of Montrovile; adding, how little in 
the three Years, he had deſerved the Name of 
Husband. The bluſhing Count could: not 
deny the Truth of this Aſſertion, and the 
ſtern Baron, being preſent, reſumed the Au- 
thority of a Father, and forced her home, to 
prevent her going greater lengths on that un- 
happy ſcore. 

The Marchioneſs being acquainted with all 
that had happened, and underſtanding by Vi- 
layne's Confeſſion, that Morenia was ſtill a Vir- 
gin, and neither Ambition, nor the Manner 
of this Marriage pleaſing her, ſhe took hold of 
this very Secret, to ruin that ill-fated Lady in 
her Son's eſteem; and in a grave Diſcourſe 

with him, inſinuated as if /iJayne had affirmed 
his Lady was then with Child by him. This 
wrought the Effect ſhe wiſh'd : The Marquiſs. 
cools in his Love, the Probability ſtaggers — 


Faith, the roving Deſires of his Youth gro 


uneaſy by his Confinement, and his arbicrary 
Mother reſolves not to give him liberty, till 
he is ſecured from that unhappy Lady, for 
fear he ſhould find the Truth, and relapſe to 
Love: In ſhort, by ber well-inforced Reaſons 
and this Deceit, ſhe ſo wrought on him, that 
in leſs than thirty days, he was married to a 
very agreeable Lady, that ſoon was to drive 
out the faint Remains of undone Morenia; 
who, all this while endured, unmoved, the 
Shock of her reproaching Parents and Friends 

PAAT II. N taunting 
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taunting Reflections, with Uſage too ſevere 
to be mentioned. And when with reiterated 
Spight, they {till rung in her Ears, the doleful 
Nell to Morenia of his Marriage, ſhe has often 
vow'd ſhe did not believe it, till confirmed by 
the neglectful Liberty they at length ſuffered 
her to take. The Count making no offers of 
Reconciliation, and that wretched Lady, find- 
ing by all her Inquiries the fatal Confirmation 
of the Truth; yet did ſhe not ſuffer her great 
Spirit to bend to an abſolute Deſpair : till one 
day forlornly ſtraying out alone, ſhe perceived, 
from the Field ſhe was in, the Marquiſs, only 
attended by his Domeſticks, riding along a 
Road that join'd to it; and making towards 
him, ſhe called aloud to have him ſtop : which 
he obeying, ſhe ſaid, My Lord, I am informed 
you are married, I want nothing but to be 
convinced from yourſelf—— which before you 
ſpeak, your Looks have ſatisfied me of; they 
expreſs a ſecret Shame and Guilt for what you 
Have done, which however the buſy World 
may talk, Morenia can never feel on your ſcore. 
Lou know, my Lord, I did not give my Love 
unſought, and when J received your Vows, 
and returned them, you ſee no Miſery could 
make me break through the firſt Engagement 
of my Heart, but you have done it and 
I am now free, and will ſtill be happy with 
Vilqne, without beſtowing one Thought on 
the perjured Montrovile. 'The confuſion of the 
Marquiſs, who by this had learn'd the Deceit 
of his Mother, with all that unhappy Lady 
had ſuffered, cauſed him, without interruption, 
to hear her out : but then it was too late to 
begin his weak Vindication. Morenia, N 
| rom 
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from him, fled too faſt away for either his 
Calls or Purſuit to overtake her; ſo that at laſt 
the Marguiſs, like her, was forced to return 
home, and endeavour to drown the Remains of 
that Paſſion in a deep Deſpair. PRs 
Morenia, whoſe Soul was of a different turn 
to moſt of her unhappy Sex, who are generally 
found to pine after the fickle Falſe-one, when 
his Deſire is pall'd and fled, kept her Word, 
and from that Moment, never beſtowed a Sigh 
or Thought on the inconſtant Marguiſs ; bend- 
ing all her Thoughts and Wit to retrieve. N- 
layne back. In order to which, ſhe wrote a 
Letter, informing him, that not being able to 
break through her Vows, ſhe had indeed im- 
poſed on him ; but whatever cauſe ſhe had had 
to complain of Montrovile*s Ingratitude, yet to 
him alone, ſhe muſt impute all her Miſeries, 
whoſe fatal Love interpoſing, had occaſioned her 
being abandon'd by alljithat was dear to her: and 
in moving diſtreſsful Terms painting the Uſage 
ſhe had received from her Parents, intreated 
him only to ſend her to a Monaſtery, there to 
conſume the remainder of her unhappy days. 
But tho” that fair ſubtle Lady wrote in this 
manner, ſhe was too well acquainted with 
Vilayne's Diſpoſition and unhappy Dotage, for 
her not to be ſenſible, he could no ſooner hear 
of Morenia's being in Grief and Diſtreſs, de- 
firing his Aid, but Love and ſoft Compaſſion 
would drive away every uneaſy reſenting 
Thought. And as ſhe judged, the fond Count, 
on receiving the Letter, flew to her Father's, 
and entering her Chamber, let her know he 
came to give her her choice, either of a mona- 
itick Life, or if ſhe could be happy with him, 
: N 2 whoſe 
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whoſe tender Love ſhe need not doubt, he 
would do all that was in his power to recom- 
pence the fatal Loſs he had occaſioned. More- 
nia falling at his Feet, return'd him thanks; 
aſſuring him, all the Friendſhip ſhe had had 
for Montrovile ſhould now be changed into a 
juſt Regard for the more valuable Vilayne, 
ſince he was pleaſed ſo generouſly to pardon 
what was paſt. Thus they were reconciled, 
and in leſs than a Year, ſhe made him a hap- 
py Father. ar het; 


- Stanorius at this making a full ſtop, Emelia 
taking up the Diſcourſe, ſaid, I cannot 
perceive in ought that you have related con- 


cerning Morenia, but that ſhe much more de- 


ſerves our Pity than Blame; tho' her exceſs 


of Love, purſued in ſo violent a manner, with 


the Conſequences that attended it, ſhows us 
how fatal that Paſſion is always to be, when 
not approved of by Friends; But Sanorius, 
who had perceived Staniſſa enter the Room 
ſome time before, and leaning behind Emelia's 
Chair, with reproaching Eyes chide his idle 
Loitering, whilſt Elinda and other ſort of 
Toys waited—-replying to Emelia, ſaid, Could 
J here draw a Curtain, and conceal a blacket 
Scene that 1s ſtill behind ; ſhe would much 
rather, in my Opinion, deſerve immortal Ap- 
provance than any Cenſure.—— But ſince, pur- 
ſued he, you're inclined to have Compaſſion on 
this unhappy Lady, I will leave you tc-night 
in your preſent favourable Thoughts, per- 
ceiving Sleep already begins to take his Seat 
en lovely Bellamira's Eyes. To which that 
young Lady anſwered, he had miſtook, for 05 


The PRUnk. 
had been all Attention; but Emelia and Bell. 
grand thinking Stanorius, tired by this tedious 
Relation, was willing to defer it, took this 
occaſion to invite him to make a Halt in his 
Journey, and paſs a Day or two at Emelia's : 
Which, for ſeveral pleaſing Reaſons, he ac- 
cepted with a becoming Complaiſance, know- 
ing neither he nor Marcander had any extraor- 
dinary Buſineſs to prevent that Happineſs. 
And all withdrawing to Reſt, what fell out 
after, is reſerved to the Third Part. 


The End of the Second Part, 
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PART III 


_ at 4 
- a» 4 
> 


HE Company riſing very early the 


reach Emelia's before they dined. 


> 


The Intimacy between Belgrard and Marcan- 


der, cauſed the firſt to mount with him in his 
Chariot; by which means S$anorius had the 
happineſs to be placed by the lovely Bella- 
mira; ſhe, and Emelia, with Eliſinda, filling up 


: 


the Coach. : | | Rs” 
Where Emelia ſoon made Kanorius ſenſible, 
ſhe was deſirous to hear the reſt of Morenia's 


Adventures ; telling him, her Concern for that 
Lady, had employ d 


next Morning, met all at Break- 
faſt, in which they took but little 
Time; it being agreed they ſnould 


her Thoughts moſt part 
of the Night, to find a Reaſon why a Love ſo 
PAR III. B valuable 
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rhe withdrawing one's Forces from the Side 
we are ingag'd t6, juſt when they are going 
to begin the Battle with the Enemy. But, 1 
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valuable and conſtant, ſhould be ſo unfortu- 
nate; but I have remarked, purſued ſhe, our 
ill-fated Sex's Fidelity ſeldom meets with a 
better Reward. I am afraid, Madam, an- 


ſwer d Stanorius, you are going to attribute 


the Cauſe of their Unhappineſs, to a Crime 
we are all ſo generally tainted with, as will 
need an infinite deal of Wit and Skill to vindi- 
cate. If you mean, reſumed ſhe, the Incon- 
ftancy of De Montroville, you are not much 
miſtaken ; tho' I ſhould not have blamed him, 


if, after Morenia's Marriage, he had baniſh'd 


all Thoughts of. that agreeable Lady; yet 
methmks, when he had ſuffer'd her to go 25 


-great a Length, and make ſuch an Eclat on his 


ſcore, it was as diſhonourable a Retreat, as 


have always obſerved, continued Emelia, Men 


rather chuſe by outrageous Anger, or ſullen 


Neglect, to make the Forſaken ſenſible of her 
loft Intereſt, than with any Humanity endea- 
vour to ſoften the Diſappointment, though it 
ſhould coſt them but a Te plauſible Excuſes. , 


The Reaſon, anfwer'd Stanorius, with a Gaiety, 
is, very obvious; for with how ill, how auk- 
ward an Air, muſt a Lover look, after he has 


been telling his Miſtreſs, in the Language of 
Iganſports, of her unequal, numberleſs Per- 
fections, and his eternal, paſſionate Adora- 


tions; that all thoſe chimerical Imaginations, 


Cy N 


tlioſe pleating Ideas, are vaniſh'd ; and that, 


with his recover d Senſes, ſhe appears now to 
him, meer Woman! — You have, ſaid Eliſinda, 
I chink, glven a much better Reaſon for treat- k 
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ing our Credulity with Contempt, than any, 
— can find, 1 the Folly of belies 
who are called Lovers, to be tainted with vi- 
cious Inclinations, fo I think:. Diſcourſes on 
that Subject, too near the Borders of Vice. 
Emelia, who was not without Suſpicions of 
her being better acquainted with that amo- 
rous Deity, than this Auſterity ſeemꝭd to ad- 
mit, anſwer d her, ſhe could not yield, in rhe! 
leaſt, to her Opinion, who. have, ſaid ſbe, 
Nature and Religion againſt you in this 
Point; for, is not Love the great, the only 
Cement, between Husbands and Wives, Pa- 
rents and Children? And how many miſera> 
ble Marriages do we ſee, for want of that 
amiable Paſſion, to unite the jarring Strifes, 
and create a Harmony in their Actions, de- 
lightful to themſelves and Friends ? Not but 
acknowledge, where Vertue is wanting, 
criminal Inclmation may as nigh reſemble in- 
nocent Love, as Hypocriſy too often wears 
Deyotion's lovely Name, fto ſcreen the Baſer 
neſs of their Wines. 
Stanorius, imagining Emelia was piqued at 
Elifinda's over-aflum'd Modeſty, turned the 
Diſcourſe, by ſaying, he was afraid the Con- 
cluſion of Morenia s Story would too much con- 
firm Eliſinda in her auſtere Opinion, and frighten 
the fair Bellamira from every Thought of that 

Paſſion. On which, that young Lady ſaid, If 
he could inſure her, it would have that Effect, 
ſhe ſhould never ceaſe. importuning him, till 
ſhe had heard it; being very deſirous to pre- 
ſerve undifturb'd, the calm Content ſhe now. 
enjoy d: and Emelia ſeconding her Intrea- 
| i ties, 
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ties, which Elifinda at laft yielding to, he ac- 
quainted them with it in the following Words. 
SHDIBNSSSSSSISISIDIBEOS. 


The Continuation of Morenia's Hiſtory. 


Hree Years had paſs d, in which Morenia 
1 made the Count a happy Father of two 
Sons, and a Daughter; the fond Husband, 
baniſhing all Thou — of De Montroville, with- 
out Suſpicion, or Diſcontent, enjoy d a com- 
pleat Happineſs with his lovely Wife. : 
But, as you have been pleaſed to obſerve, 
ſaid Stanorius, addreſſing himſelf to Emelia, the 
Counteſs; not having Love like him, was un- 
able to return his boundleſs Flame; and Pil- 
lagne, being more charm'd with the Amuſe- 
ment of the Country, than the gay Diverſions 
of the City, Morenia was deprivd by this 
means, of all that Pleaſure there is to be met 
with; which might have buſted her idle Mo- 
ments, and, perhaps, have preſerv'd her from 
that fatal Paſſion; which, together with a 
nearer View of others Miſeries on that ſcore, 
and the continual Scenes of Falſhood, Folly, 
Treachery, and Deſtruction that attend it, 
might have made her run to her doating 

Husband's Arms for Refuge. © 

But tho the Count s Houle and Table were 
never without Company, they were generally 
too low, too mean for her elevated Genius: 
In this State her Heart was vacant, and rea- 
dy to receive the firſt pleaſing Impreſſion, 
when her ill- fated Stars brought the Chevalier 
D Avimont into that Country, with his La- 
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dy, whom he had lately married for her y 
ortune, and intended to fix at his Seat, hr 
_ himſelf deſign d to return, and enjoy the Plea- 


ſures of the Court, without having her to 


near a Spy on his Actions. 
But thoſe Thou oughts were all diſſ pets d, "PALE 
the Moment he firſt beheld the praceful Mor e- 


nia,wrhoſe unequal Charms fir d him withDeſire 


to make that loyely Beauty fall a Victim to 


his victorious Arts in Love; for none ever hd 


ain'd greater Renown chat way, than 
Chevalier D'Aviniont. Many bla ed Virgins 
loſt their irretrievable Fame, and were ruin d 
by him; and Widow, alſo, had fais d. him ſuch 
1 ophies, that he was ſtiled the common Sub- 
duer Ca” the Fair; who wanted no Charm that 
was requiſite for thoſe pleaſing Conqueſts : — 
An agreeable, eaſy Air, ſetting off his juſt- 
roportion d Limbs, which roſe. to majeſtick 

eight; with ſuch a peculiar Softneſs in his 
Eyes, as if the lovely Object, on which he 
gaz d, had inſpir d him with all thoſe amo- 
rous, tender Deſires, which there ſeem d 
ſweetly to tempt. Nor was his Tongue leſs 
Skill'd than his Looks, in the Arts of 9415 
A diverting Wit — a pleaſing Inſinuation — 
with a ſubmiſſive Complaiſance, and Admi- 
ration of their very Folbles, as well as their 


Perfections; which firſt gaining their Eſteem, 


wo ſoon grew to Love — But tho he knew 

how to create the greateſt Paſſion in the Breaſt 

f the Fair, yet be was inſenſible of it him- 
5 That Vanity, the Pride of ſubduing 
the Havghty, the till then Unconqer d, was 
his only and like cruel Victors, he ne- 
ver fail'd bo leave ſuch Marks of Melancholy, 
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as might blaze around his Succeſs ; the inno- 5 
. and valuable, the conſpicuous Merit, be- 
ing the only ones he thought worthy to un- 
do : He was of A Temper. too covetous, to 
2 the F d, the cunning, merce- 
Toften have heard im boaſt 

roy Ruin of of eminent Beauty, without any Ex- 

pence ; whilft others have been forc'd to la- 


viſh largely, for Favours almoſt common. 


Nay, ill-natur d Fame has not ſpar d, in ma- 


licious Whiſpers, to report, that he, by an 
over-match'd Skill at Cards, often left their 


Eftates in as deſpicable : a Condition as their 
Character. 
Thus adorn'd with every Charm that could 
pleaſe the Eye, in ſpight of Reaſpn Puy, 
and Vertue, Morenia "aid not long faflain the 
Aſault, before the fell in Love = the Che- 


valer was victorious — — Tho ave heard 


rotelt, "he never uſed ae Diligence, 


Sol more Difficulty, nor employ d fo many 
ſubtileWiles,as i in the obtaining this Conquelt ; 


tho?, alas! that Lach was too unskill'd and in- 
nocent, to imagine the Mask of Love could 


be worn by ou 25 that did not feel his Power; 4 
whoſe th le knowledge of her Charms, 


conſpires againſt her: the mighty Influence they 
had on the um, caus'd her to think that all 
Mankind was touch d with the like; and the 


Obevalier s lovely, languid Eyes, thus gazing 


on her with Flealbte made her fondly ima- 
gine her excellent Form was ſtrongly impreſs d 
in his Mind; whilſt his Ar his Silence, with 
his ever to be rep epuls'd Importunities, Vows, . 
and paſſionate. A 

youre Guards of * Vertue 


doration, quite 2 8 the 
ar 


_ _ _ 
Ar firſt, with Fears they warily ſtole their 
822 ſures; hut, by. degrees, gr growing more 
bold, and Madam D' Auimom d her 
1 AﬀeRtions daily 12 
eglect to Contem pt, did 5 let her ber al bi 
8 till ſhe had found the Cauſe ;. which ſhe. 
reproactitig him with in Kind and finding 
neither her Rage, Tears, Threats, nor Com- 
plaints, of any effect; but ſtill return d with 
indignant Scorn, without one Spark of Affe- 
tion, or Tenderneſs to caſe her; Per un- 
able to bear, ſhe made ware, by ſtruggling 
with it; and at laſt, hopeleſs of other Re- 
dreſs, ſhe aloud complain d to Vilagee, how 
much they were both, wrong d: Which he, 
alas! was ſo far from 8 chat he treated 
her as a frantick, jealous, — Woman, ſpite- 
fully envious. at the Counteſs's exquiſitely fa 
perior Charms. Though on acquainting 
Lady with. the ridiculous Jealouſy of js vo 5h 
D' Avimont (as he term'd it) the Chevalier 
withdraws his frequent Viſits; and to pro- 
ceed with more Caution (as they vainly fan- 
cied) a Part of the Garden-wall was, broke 
down, by ſome pretended Accident, which he 
takes the advantage of, to enter at a Parlor- 
Window, and aſcend up a pair of Stairs that 
came directly to Moreni as hamber ; . who too 
often, on = Excuſe of Illneſs, yi ying a- 
from the Count,paſſes whole Nights with BA 
vimont -- where, one Night, there happen d 
a Paſſage, which I will repeat to you, becauſe, 
[ beheve it will more perfectly acquaint you 
with the Corunteſs's- Temper, and undaunted 
Spirit, than my Deſcription can: For, D'. A. 
vi mont . been out late a drinking, and 
viſi- 
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viſitingMoreniain ſtead of home, when they were, 
a-bed, ſhe perceiving he had a Ring on his 
Finger, which in the firſt Ingagement of their 
Love, ſhe had given him, in exchange of ano- 
ther, which he had got made, of equal, if not 
ſuperior Value, as ſhe then thought; and un- 
derftanding he had been in Company, Morenia 
fear*d would know the Ring to have been 
hers, and, perhaps, inform her Husband of it. 
Having firft upbraided his Careleſſneſs, ſhe at- 
tempted to get it from him, at the ſame time 
= telling him, ſhe only defir'd it for ſome time, 
WW. | that if any unlucky. Story ſhould be told the 
IT _ » Count, the might have it to ſhow him. But 
he valuing' the rich Preſent at too high a rate, 
to part with' it, there aroſe a Quarrel be- 
tween them; and at laſt, finding neither her 
Reaſons,” nor Intreaties could prevail, unus'd 
to be repulsd in her Deſires, ſhe began' to 
proteſt, that if he would not give it her, ſhe 
would call her Husband in to them, whom at 
that very Inftant ſhe heard coming up the 
2 Stairs. But the Chevalier, 3 ſo wild 
a Threat, perſiſted in his Refuſal, which more 
inraging her, ſhe roſe, and opening the Door, 
defired her Huhand to enter; and at the ſame. 
IS time, ſcreaming out with the violent Pain of 
; her Head, ſhe begs him to fend the Lights 
away, pretending they added inexpreſſible 
Torture to her Pains; which he immediately 
complying to, ſhe returns to her Bed, (the 
Curtains.cloſely drawn) and deſires him to fit 
by it; when, after ſome faint Groans, and 
other well- diſſembled Agonies, as if ſhe was 
i extremely indiſpoſed, ſhe laying hold of D A- 
imoms Left- hand, on which the Ring a 1 
N 5 with 
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with her Right, the tells her Husband it was 
ſo ſwell'd, the could not get it off, and beg- 
ging his aſſiſtanee, gives him the Chevalier's 
Finger to pull it off, (at the fame time cover- 
ing with her Hand His.) The Ring yielding 
immediately to Villagnes Force, ſhe gave it 
him to keep, till ſhe could wear it: and ſtill 
continuing to complain hov very ill ſhe was, 
intreats her Husband he would fee himſelf 
ſome of the Servants haſten'd to fetch a Phyſi- 
cian. The doating Husband dreading the Effects 
of her diſſembled Sickneſs, needed no further 
Sollicitations to go, and hurry his People. He 
left her as ſoon as ſhe had deſir' d it; and, you 
may believe the Chevalier did not ſtay long 
after, who heard him chide Morenia 2 let- 
ting her Women lie at ſuch a diſtance from 
her; at the ſame time promiſing to return in 
a few Moments. And fo ſenſible was ſhe 
that he would not be long away, thatſhe made 
D Avimont ly down Stairs, whikit ſhe flung 
him his Clothes out of Window; and then ha- 
ving nothing to do but to diflemble Illnefs 
enough not to be ſuſpected, ſhe chought her- 
ſelf victorious over her Lover, for daring to 
diſpute with her: Tho' it is certain the Che- 
valier took this Trick ſo ill, that it coſt 
her ſome Trouble to be reconciled to him. 
"Unhappy Lady, purſued Stanorius, had you 
then ceaſed, and broke off your criminal Cor- 
reſpondence, you might have ſtill been the 
Counteſs of Villagne, ſtill beloy'd by your 
Fond Husband, and none then would have 
dared to have tax d y ur Fame, who after 
inſulted you as the molt loſt, the moſt -aban- 
don'd of Women. But, continued he, when 
ir. C once 
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once begun, when once enter d, how ſeldom 
do the Guilty retire from Viee, and return to 
Vertue, till Ruin and endleſs Miſeries too 
late make them ſenſible of what then is not 
to be retrieved | This was Morenia s un- 
happy Cafe, who purſued this criminal In- 
trigue with D'Avimont, till the whole Coun- 
try was ſenſible of her Infamy, her Husband 
: only excepted.” But at length, ſome Friends 
of Madam D' Avimont, having rous d him to 

a Suſpicion, a Plan was laid to catch them; 

and watchful Spies being ſet round the Houſe, 

without any Friend to warn her of the Dan- 

ger, they did not wait many Nights, before they 

Jaw D Avimont entring after the accuſtom'd 
manner to her Chamber. He had not long been 

there, before the Count, accompanied by his 
Friends, alſoenter'd the ſame Way ; and draw- 

ing the Curtains, found the guilty Paira-bed 
together— from which Sight turning his Eyes, 

he went to a Table, where two of D*Avimont's 

Piſtols lay, and taking one of them up, Morenia 
immediately throwing herſelf out of the Bed at 

his Feet, begg 6 him to ſpare and not kill her, 

in the fulneſs of Crimes unrepented of: which 

caus d him, a few Moments, to look on her 

without ſpeaking ; and at laſt giving the Piſ- 

tols to his Friends, (who perhaps were touch d 

with a little Pity for what before they had en- 

wr deavour d to expoſe, and ruin to all Eternity) 
= with Shame, and with a deep Groan, as if 
—__ his Heart was broke, he bid her put on her 
Wl Clothes, and that Inftant depart his Houſe, 
411 "which never more ſhould let her in. At the 
if {ame time turning to D*Avimont, he told him 
he was ſafe, and might, if he pleas d, take his 
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Miſtreſs with him. But the Chevalier, hur- 
rying on his Clothes, returned home, without 
a Thought of what would become of her; 
and in leſs than three Hours receiving a Chal- 
lenge from the Count, to meet him the next 
Day, he accordingly went to anſwer it: But 
whatever Aſſurances four Anceſtors had, of 
righting injur'd Ladies Honours, Perjuries, 
and all ſorts of concealed Wrongs, by Juſtice 
ſtill ſiding with the Victor's Sword, here Vil- 
lagne was worſted, and ow'd his Life to 
D' Avimont, who did not want Senſe to be- 
have himſelf handſomely on that Occafion. 
In the mean while, the wretched, undone 
Counteſs, obeying her Husband's tern Com- 
mand, was obliged to depart, tho' ſhe knew 
not whither to 90, or what compaſſionate 
Houſe would receive ſuch a Load 7 Infamy : 
No Servant of the Count follow'd to aſſiſt, o: 
comfort her in this Diftreſs ; which was the 
more extreme by the Seaſon, a hoary Froſt 
covering the Ground, the cold bleak Winds 
pierced her to the Heart. Thus be- 
numb'd with Cold, and ſtunn'd with her Mis- 
fortune, ſhe wander'd the tedious Night, till 
Day appear'd ; and then the Dread of being 
ſeen, made her rally up Courage enough to 
ſeek for Shelter in ſome wretched Hur. All 
her Husband's meaneſt Tenants were forbid 
to receive, or take the leaſt Notice of this mi- 
ſerable Lady; and ſo great was the general 
Deteſtation of all the Country againſt Morenia, 
for injuring ſo good a. Husband, that not one 
of any Rank or Diſtinction, vouchſafed to 
take any Notice, or give her the common 
Relief, which Compaſſion demands from us 
„ C 3 for 
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for the. meaneſt, the vileſt of Criminals, whoſe 
Sufferings were equal to hers. But now, alas! 
2 whoſe. Frown was dreaded, and whoſe 
Pity was 4 0 in the moſt ſuppliant man- 
2 is revil Nac or "4 by the loweſt, 
the molt Ke People of the Country. _ . 
2 Fa News ſhe heard _ her depar- 
ture the Count's, was, of th the Duel be- 
tween 1721 and D Avimont, to whom the ſent 
to deſire to ſee him; but inſtead of complying 
with her Reque he told the Bearer, that he 
began to be ſenſible of his Folly, and intended 
to give over all future Thoughts of it; deſi- 
ring he would tell Morenia, that he intended 
not to be preſs'd any more on that ſcore.  .. 
Thbo', continued Stanorius, I will not pretend 
to deſcribe her Grief, or Reſentment, to find 
herſelf ruin d by fatal loving one 1⁰ little 
Worthy of it; yet a few days after, more 
fully to be 1 of her Miſery, ſhe again 
— to 1 would only ſupply her with 
as much M * N as would carry her to Bruſ- 
Anſwer ſhe got, was, that 
he did not queſtion but a Lady of her good 
Senſe had taken care to provide againſt ſuch 
a Misſortune as had happen'd, which, ac- 
cording. to the manner of her Conduct, the 
muſt needs expect. This Reproach, at ano- 
ther time, would have made Morenia done 
ſome deſperate thing to him; but now ſhe 
was in a condition to have her Anger as 

much ſcorn d, as her Afflictions were unpiy 
tied. Her Husband was ſo obdurate, that 
he woud not be prevail on to give her the 
leaſt Relief; and wage out a Divorce againſt 


her, deſir d all her riende that he might 
not 
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not hear her mention d any more. than if he 
never had a Being: Which Marenia 
| ſoon made ſenſible of, reſclyed by ſame means 

to get to Brufſels, aring a Relation ther 
whoſe N 2 * N „But, go 
God ! how. ff d was the, when endea- 
vouring to ſell . * D. "Ayimong, E pre- E 
ſented cher with, RE the. carried. from the 
Count's on her Fi er, to find it was ind 
like himſelf, a fal © glitteri Pebble, on which | 
ſhe could not 1 two Piſtoles 1. ! 
However, ſhe 151 length got to Bruſſels, 
rw the Malice of her Stars. treating hex 
with the ſame Severity they had begun to dg 
in her native Country, that Friend. that Re- 
lation from whom ſhe ex d ſome Aﬀt. 
ance, and who to her eneroſity ow'd his 
Riſe, and all that he had, inſtead x affording 
ber that friendly Relief ſhe expected, ſhut bs | 
Door againſt her, proclaiming her Infamy 
through the City; 10 that ſhe was clan d 9 
by all as a Mark of Contempt and Scor 
| — reduced to ſuch Extremities, that at lah, 
to ſupport Life, (in the deftitute Habit of a 
| Beggar) ſhe haunted about an Hol 3 * the 
multy Victuals that were left by t 1 
Ah! ſaid Emelia, here 4 — * 
rius, how has this Lady's deep and bitter 
Affliction, in a moment, turn d my Indi 
tion into Pity! ! And ſure, purſued ſhe, the 
moſt ſevere Virtue could not help affordi 
her ſome Relief, — tho' her a Fic to 
tender a . Husband, extremely heightens her 
Offences. — Not but, — — he is now 
too inexorable: It would have been a Tall 
matter to have e d her ome. 
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fion, to have ſaved her from ftarving, and 
prevented her from having an Excuſe to 
- continue the ſame guilty Courſe. Your Opi- 
nion, anſwer d Stanorius, is not only merciful, 
but juſt; and I d o not queſtion, added he, but 
3 tf Morenia had fallen within the View of your 
SY Compaſſion, ſhe would have been preſerv'd 
| from returning back to that unhappy State 
which then her Diſtreſſes forc'd her to. 
„For a Gentleman belonging to the Mar- 
quiſs de Montroville, happening to go to ſee 
a wounded Friend in the Infirmary, ſaw and 
knew Morenia, waiting for Food in that ab- 
ject State I have repreſented ; and being 
touch'd with Compaſſion for ſo uncommon 
an Object of Diftreſs, the next Morning, in 
his Attendance on the Marquiſs, took care 
to acquaint him with it, Marcander and my- 
ſelf being preſent. De Montroville conſulted 
with us how to relieve this Lady, without let- 
ting her know her Benefactor; he juſtly ima- 
gining her hanghty Soul muſt feel a thouſand 
uneaſy Pangs, to be forc'd to receive a Fa- 
vour from him of that kind. On which Mar- 
ander, who was of the ſame Country, and 
had heard ſuch laviſh Praiſes of her Beauty, 
undertook: to carry her de Montroville's Pre- 
ſent, and conceal from her the generous Do- 
r * IM” 
But neither her Wants, nor Grief, being 
able to deftroy all that vaſt Stock of Beauty, 
her patient Sorrow, and her flowing Tears, 
adding a diftreſsful Softneſs to her Eyes, ſo 
greatly pleaded her Afflictions to Marcander, 
that from feeling all the Power of Pity, he 
ſoon became acquainted with Love's Force, 
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in ſo violent a manner, that even in the Grave 
ſhe ſtill keeps the ſame tender Impreſſions her 
Beauty and Miſery firſt made on his Soul. 
Morenia, on beholding the Hundred Pieces 
he brought, (a mighty Sum to her penurious 
Diftreſſes!) tho not long before ſhe had often 
thrown away as much on a Trifle, or idle 
Humour, ſaid, Is it poſſible, that any one has 
ſo much Compaſſion for the loſt, the deſpiſed 
Morenia {— T cannot believe it, purſued ſbe, 
it's but a deluding, pleaſing Dream and I, 
alas! ſhall roo ſoon be waked again to Want, 
and all the Terrors with which ſhe haunts 
me.— And then more fully viewing the Mo- 
ney, and returning Marcander 'Thanks for his 
enerous Condeſcenſion (as ſhe ftiled it) in vi- 
Ring one fo wretched, ſhe ſaid, continuin 
her Diſcourſe, rer, is it that has Hou 0 
eat] „to beſtow. a pitying Thought —_ 
8 = Trees Morenia ? Oh. © 1ded be I | = 
know it can be no other but the too much - = 
wronged Villagne, that would do a Deed fo ""J 
merciful as this; he was deſtin d to load 
me with Bleſſings, whilſt my accurs'd Folly 
has repaid his wond'rous Goodneſs, with 
nought but the blackeſt Ingratitude. But 
when Marcander had aſſur d her it was not 
from the Count, her diſappointed Hope of his 
Pity fil! d her with fo violent a Grief, that 
turning her Eyes to Heaven, ſhe ſaid, Oh let 
me die, before I again endure the tormenf= 4 
ing Pains of Hunger, that now prey on my i 
vital Spirits! This Money will ſoon be wa- | . 
Red, and the generous Giver will grow weary | 4 
of ſuch repeated Favours, and I muſt again * 4 
feel all thoſe exquiſite Miſeries, that ny 2 
' | 2 0 have 1 
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ven's Forgiveneſs But 


3 F., * * 13 
1 _ . PO 14 
1 | +. i 2K x 
s & % . 
. = 
5 


have Almoſt deſtroy d me quite, I hope. In 
pronouncing the laft Word, the oon d a- 
Way, and with much difficulty Marcander got 
her recover d; who immediately had her re- 
moved, and provided with Servants, and all 
ther things ſuiting her Quality. Her Beau- 


If being reftored by Plenty, and a more con- 


rented State of Mind, ſhe became the Admi- 


Fation of the Place where ſhe had lately been 
treated with ſuch Contempt; and after Mar- 


caudeſs Friendſhip to her, was viſited by Per- 
ſons of diſtinction. e 
It was then, purſued Stanorius, that Thad 
the honour to. be acquainted with her, and 
learnt from herſelf ſeveral Particulars I have 
related; who always, by accuſing herſelf, vin- 
* the "Count her Husband's uſage of 
But ſoon a deep Conſumption ſeiz'd her, 


thought to be occafion'd by her paſt ſevere 


Hardſbips; with, perhaps, a ſecret fear that 
if Marcauder ſhould deſert her, the might a- 
gain fall into the ſame unſufferable Misfor- 
tunes, the very Thought of which was fo 
terrible to her, that often on the mention of 
them, the has been ready to ſwoon. And in- 
"deed, fo extremely had her Afflictions ruf- 
Aed and bow'd her Spirit, from the gay, the 
extravagant Pleaſures ſhe once purſued, that 
the receiv'd her approaching Death with a 
ealm Sedateneſs; employing the ſhort Time, 
to obtain a more effectual Mercy, than that 
Which the barbarous World refufed to her 
Offences and Sufferings ; intreating Marcander 
that he would let her Husband know, her laſt 
Breath was employ d in deſiring his and Hea- 
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But had you ſeen, ſaid Stanorius, the affli> 
Red Marcander, in the latter part of her II- 
nels, all your Concern for her would have been 

and Care was, 1o extreme, that he daily im- 
portuned the Phyſicians to exert the ir Skill 
in ſtriving to fave her; and hardly could he 
be drawn. from her, to preſerve himſelf by 


— 


Sleep, or Food; and ſo inſupportable was his 
Sorrow for her Death, that he ſaw not the 
Sun for above a Month. But Time, and his 
Friends Care, at length prevail'd on him; he 
ſuffer d himſelf to be led into Company; tho 
fill ſo deep a Melancholy is fix d in his Soul, 
that all his Joys and Happineſs ſeem-buried 


: 


in her Grave. He did not fail to have Mo- 

renia's laſt Requeſt carry d to Vilague; but 

that incenſed 1 now hating with a 

Violence as extreme as his former Love, ſnow d 

no other Concern for her Death, or Repen- 

tance, than being married in a few days to 

an agreeable Lady, whoſe Vertues made 
him as happy, as he had been the contrary DM 
with Morenia. e 


bl 


renia, the Ladies made Remarks on the ſe- 


veral Paſſages, according to their different 
Tempers. Eliſindad approved Villagne's rigid 


Seaworius haying finiſh'd the Hiſtory of Ab- 


Conduct on the diſcovery of her Crime; Eme- : 
| lia blamed D' Avimont's unworthy Paſſion, and I 

_ Uſage ; and Bellamira pitie the diſconſolate 1 

. Grief of Marcander : In whach Diſcourſe, | : 

moſt of the Time was waſted, till they ar- 1 


rivd at Emelia's : Where Stanorius and Mar- = 
cander were ſurprized at the Neatneſs of the = 
Paxr III. . - "= 
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Building, with the well-choſen Proſpect, which 
being ſeated on the Side of a Hill, the Front 
(only intercepted by a 8 pleaſant Paſtures) 
over-look d a River, the breadth of which, 
was not ſo great, as to prevent the diſtant 
Shore from yielding a delightful Landskip to 
the Eye. The rifing Hills, ſhining with golden 
Corn, caus'd the verdant Vales, and ſcatterd 
Trees, by a confuſed Variety, at once to en- 
tertain them with Nature's chiefeft Works. 
But if they were charm'd with this delight- 
ful View, which ſeem'd rather owing to 
Chance, than a nice Judgment, how infinitely 
more were they, when entring the Houſe, 
they found in Miniature, moſt of the many 
difterent Arts and Ways of Building, Statu- 
ary, and Painting, that not only Europe, but 
the World affords. They were from a large 
Hall led into feveral Apartments, the Adorn- 
ment of which were ſo different from each 
other, that whilſt they were diverted with the 
Exquiſite Painting, the majeſtick Order, and 
noble Grandeur of a Roman Model, they were 
inſenſibly led to the ruſtick Simplicity of a 
Gothick one, where Fancy appear'd agreea- 
bly confus'd with leſs ſeeming Art. Nor was 
 Emelia ſo little pleas'd with her Indian Voyage, 
as not to have in her Houſe a pattern of 
their ingenious contriv'd Baths, which, after 
their manner, were adorn'd with high-priz'd 
. Cabinets, beauteous China Jars, and their gay 
FR. 833 
The Gentlemen took but a ſlight View of 
the Houſe, before they underſtood Dinner was 
ready, where they found all things order'd 
with a decent Elegance, ſuitable to whatever 
Emelia made her Care. 2M Dinner 


VU 
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Dinner being ended, ſne brought them in- 
to an Apartment, where, amongſt other cu- 
rious Pictures, was one that repreſented a 
| beauteous Lady, juſt yielded up a Prey to 
all-deyouring Death, ſurrounded by the weep» 
ing Graces, and every female Vertue expreſ- 
fing inconſolable Grief for her. loſs, whoſe 
Life had been ſtrictly guided by their Rules; 
and the God of Love appearing nigher the 
Front, in deep Deſpair, had broken his Bow, 
thrown away his Arrows, whilſt with folded 
Arms, and heaving Breafts, his ſwoFn Eyes 
were fix'd on a 'Lablet, on which was . writ, 
Paſtora is no more. FNNWHĨ!?! 
Marcander, who was pleasd with my 
thing that ſoothd his Melancholy for the lo 
of the lovely Morenia, being wonderfully 
ſtruck with this Piece, prais'd- the juſt Pro- 
riety, with the Painter's excellent Skill and 
— | Beligrand ſaid, the laſt indeed was 
incomparable, tho' he could not bear to look 
on it, it being but a ſtiff Copy of a very va- 
luable Original which he had. And yet, an- 
ſwer d Emelia, when I borrow'd it to have 
this Copy drawn, and they both had lain 
ſome time, you could not diſcover the diffe- 
rence, till you examin'd the wrong Side, and 
found it by the antiquity of your own Can- 
vas. The Company ſmil'd at Bellgrand's fan- 
cied Nicety and Skill, ſo juſtly exploded by 
Emelia. | St + ahh 
But whilſt they were thus amuſing them- 
ſelves in a general Converſation, there being 
a Piece which repreſented the Queen of Beauty, 
holding in her Hand one of her Son's miſchie- 
vous Weapons, where ſhe ſeem'd to be con- 
Tos e ſulting 
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fulting with him, in order to have him ſtrike 
the God of War with the keeneſt, (who tho? 
| he lay ſleeping, was cloſely arm'd, as readily 
prepard for an expected Aſſault) Sanorius 
perceiving Bellamira to fix her Eyes on it, (ad- 
dreſſing his Diſcourſe to her) ſaid, Madam, 
you ſee, tho that dreadful God can alarm the 
whole World; with his tremendous. Power, 
with how'ſecure, how triumphant a Smile, 
the - Goddeſs and her Son exult over a Hero 
too ſecure of her more victorious Charms. 
Now, I rather think, reph'a Bellamira, that 
pleaſed, that ſatisfied Air, which appears in 
both their Looks, is owing to the finding him 
aſleep, whoſe ſternneſs would certainly Fight 
them away, were he awake. Were he, as 
ſenſible of your Beauty's Power, reſum d Sta- 
norius, as that fam'd Deity is, you would 
know, that tho he with outrageous Deſtru- 
ction made whole Nations groan, yet to your 
inchantifig” Form, and celeſtial Perfections, 
he would "bow with pleaſed Submiſſion, and 
no more employ his Arms, but to guard and 
protect you. Methinks, anſwer'd Bellamira, 

would willingly owe my Security to ſome- 
thing leſs, who, perhaps, in his Anger, 
might without diſtinction deftroy me too.— 
I perceive, ſaid Stanorius, with à diſcontented 

Look, the Soldier, the efteemed Favourite of 
the Fair, has ſomething in him too terrible to 
pleaſe the delicacy of your Diſpoſition. You mi- 
ſtake, reſuni d fhe ; for I both eſteem and admire 
them, when they turn their Force, and un- 
daunted Valour, only againſt their Country's 
Foes ; tho” even then, methinks, I would have 
them, when the remorſeleſs Fury of the Fight 
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is paſt, ler Mercy re- aſſume her Empire, not 
* ſpare the Captive, but N to 
| lighten their Afflictions, by Offices of Hama» 
nity. I hope, Madam, anſwer d he with an Air 
of Gallantry, that Mercy you preſcribe to the 
Conquerors in War, you'll exerciſe to the 
wretched Slaves your victorious Beauty has 
bound in the never- to- be- broken Chains of 
Love. Were I miſtreſs, replied ſhe; of thoſe 
Perfections your Flattery would infinuate, | | 
you have juſtly obſerv'd I am too ignorant of = 
its Power, to be able to judge what to do with 4 
my imaginary Slaves.— Do not believe, ſaid 
Stanorius, with à more ſerious Look, but your 
numberleſs unequal'd Charms, too much ex- f 
cel all Deſcription to admit of Flattery ; they | 
dart ſo dangerouſly bright, that the Senſes 
grow wild with Pleaſure, and the o'erwhelm'd 
Soul is loſt amidſt their attracting Luſtre. 
This Diſcourſe is beyond my Comprehenſion, 
ſaid Bellamira; at the ſame time riſing from 
her Seat, and joining with the Company, 
whilft an angry Bluſh, that o'erfpread her 
Face, mado Stanorius ſenſible her Heart w 
not like to prove an eaſy Prey. 7 5 
_ Elifnda, all the time of their Diſcourſe, 
obſerving them, and too plainly perceiving 
each Look and Action of his confeſs the Lo- 
ver; Jealouſy, with all her Train of reſtleſs 
Torments, in a moment ſeiz'd her: her haugh- 
ey Soul could not bear to find herſelf negle- 
ied, and a preſent Beauty triumphing o'er 
her now deſpiſed Charms. Pride, Envy, and 
the Deſire to be reveng'd, in an inftant, rai- 
ſed ſuch an Uproar in her Soul, that unable 
to contain, or command the ſtruggling Paſ- 
MF. 5 | ſions, 
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fions, ſne immediately withdrew, to give them 
vent, and with her Confidant meditate Re- 
you: 5 ano 77 Bo ET 150 
When it was told Emelia, that Lugenia paſ- 
fing by her Houſe, and hearing ſhe was re- 
turn'd, came to pay her a Viſit; the Friend- 
| ſhip ſhe had for that Lady, caus d Emeliq to 
receive her with open Arms: But how ſur- 
iz d was ſhe; to ſee Lugenia habited in the 
Lars Weeds of Widowhood 1! who, when 
ſhe left the Country, had ſcarce loſt the Name 
of Bride: Which Emelia expreſſing by an ama- 
zing Concern, the other, from the full An- 
uiſh of Soul, anſwer d her in Tears; and her 
rief being too violent to be ſtifled, ſhe ut- 
ter d her Sorrows in diſconſolate Complaints, 
contrary to the well-bred Silence obſerved 
on ſuch Occaſions. But Marcander, touch'd 
with her ſad Plaints, and pitying A fflictions 
that had ſonighly reſembled his own, ſeconde 
ber Sadneſs, by 1aying, No Misfortune could 
equal the Loſs of a dearly-lovd Friend by 
Death; for if they were inconſtant or falſe, 
a treſenting Anger generally prov'd a Corro- 
five to cure the Diſappointment; but from 
Death there was no Retrieve, no friendlyHope, 
nothing but Deſpair, and heart-wounding An- 
guiſh— To which the fair Widow joining in 
Expreſſions full of Grief, began to tell how 
happy ſhe had been, how very much belov'd, 
and now how more than — his Loſs 
had made her: And this melancholy Talk 
now ſuiting better with Marcander, than the 
gayer Converſation of thoſe who were not 
touch'd with Sorrows like what he and the 
diſconſolate Lugenia ſuſtain d; they ſon may 


the affinity of their Woes, began to cultivate 
a great Eſteem for each other. | 
'The Weather being extremely hot, Emelia 
led the Company into an open Summer-houſe, 
which being built on the higheſt Eminence of 
the Garden, at once diſcover d to their View, 
the Country River, and a Park, that joined to 
the Garden, where they could behold the 
neat-limb'd Deer, ſporting in careleſs De- 
light, now fearleſs of the Hunter, and his vo- 
racious Train. Marcander was ſurprized and 
charm'd at the beauteous Proſpect, with 
the Order, and Variety that appear'd thro” 
all the Garden: And tho' Sanorius was bet- 
ter acquainted with it, and ſaw, and knew 
the once delightful Window, through which, 
by the help of a corded Ladder, he paſs'd to 
the fair Eliſinda; yet, on thoſe Occaſions, he 
had taken ſuch flight Views, that his Won- 
der was little leſs than Marcander's. 
This well-choſen ſpot of Ground had for- 
merly been a Wood, on the fide of a mode- 
rately riſing Hill, thro!. which ran a Brook, 
which now helped by Art, in ſeveral Turn- 
ings winding about the whole Garden, to- 
wards the Bottom united its ſeparated Streams 
into one great one, which in a delightful Caſ- 
cade deſcended into a Canal where Statues of 
Nereids and Sea-Nymphs were placed; others 
bathing or ſporting on the Banks, eombing 
their green Locks; around which grew all 
ſorts of choice Flowers, as confuſedly ſcat- 
ter d, as if it had only been done by the wild 
Hand of Nature. — Green Walks aſcending 
on each fide of the Caſcade, were lined with 
the climbing Jeſlamine, and the well-known 
3 | __ - Roſe, 
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Roſe, that every where diffus'd its Sweets; — 

which at length fell into others, ſhaded over head 

by ſeveral Ways, and meeting here and there, 

at once entertain'd the Eye with beauteous 

Parterres, Flowers, Fountains, and green Ar- 

bours; whilſt the Ears were charm'd with a 

Chorus of almoſt all the - winged Songfters. 

But that Wonder ceas d, when advancing 

farther into the woodieſt part of the Gar- 

den, an Aviary was diſcover'd, which Eme- 
lia had ſo artfully contrivd, to preſerve her 

impriſon'd Muſicianers, that by removing the 

a Covers, they had all the Advantage of the Sun, 

and Air, without ſuffering any thing from 

Storms, and the moſt, inclement Seaſons. -_ 

But tho' the general Converſation was on 

the delightful Beauties of the Garden, yet 

2 and the lovely Widow, (whom 

Emelia prevail d on to ſtay a few days at her 

Houſe) by their mournful Talk, ſo ſoothd 

their Grief, that at length, amidſt their Diſ- 

courſe on the Perfections of the Dead, they 

began to be ſenſibly touch d with each other's, 
4 eſpecially Marcander. oo oo 
'q But Night, and the time of Repoſe advan- 
43 cing, Elifnda, (who in ſpite: of Saniſſa's Per- 
„ ſuaſion, that ſhe might be miſtaken) endured 
all the inſufferable 1 orments of ſealouſy; her 
too skilful Diſcernment eaſily perceiving the 
cold Neglect of one Day's changed Love; 
and the innocent Object being ſo nigh, added 
a treble Vexation, by ſeeing the Complaiſance, 
ll; the indearing Civilities, and Adorations paid 
3 to another, which once were hers. Saniſſa's 
= | Obſervation, how unſucceſsful - his Addreſſes 
'$ would prove, had no effect to aſſuage . 
2 e- 
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Reſentment : It was enough ſhe had Charms; 

and he a Heart ſuſceptible of them, for her 
to reſolve to purſue them both, with the dead- 
lieſt Revenge, tho her experienc'd Confidant 
did not fail to inforce, that Stanorius was of 
a Spirit too haughty to bear it, without ſe- 
verely retorting it, by blaſting her Fame, with 
all the fatal Conſequences that naturally muſt 
enſue ; telling her, ſhe was too ſenſible it was 
eaſier to gain a hundred new, than to recall 
back one deſerted Heart. Which wrought 
at laſt ſo far on her, as to ſuffer Sanifa to 
go and expoſtulate with him, and by that means 
either to be freed from the torment of ſuſpect- 
ing, or certainly to be convinc'd.. ' 

Staniſſa obeying her Order, (as ſoon as Sa- 
norius was retired to his Chamber) viſited 
him; who at firſt but faintly denying the Charge, 
quickly owned the Revolt of his Heart: 
And ſo great was the Power of his Eloquence, 
and Gold, that Saniſſa too revolts, is falſe to 
Friendſhip, and unmindful of her extreme Ob- 
ligations to Eliſinda; now aſſiſting his new 
Paſſion, acquainting him with all the Foibles, 
and Secrets of that Family, with Inſtructions 
how moſt artfully to wind himſelf into their 
'Tempers : Nor does ſhe omit to inform him, 
that ſhe fears the agreeable Lyſander had 
touch'd Bellamira'sHeart, withEmelia's Friend- 
ſhip for him; and how Eliſinda, and ſhe, got 
the Letter heretofore mention'd ; adding, ſhe 
ſuſpected Emelia ſecretly favour d him, tho 
ſhe was certain her nice Honour would not 
ſuffer her to preſs in his behalf, unleſs For- 
tune ſhould advance him to a higher Rank 
than there was yet any probability of: That 
iir. „„ oO 
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ſhe ſhe indeed had the moſt Power over Bellami- 
ras Inclinations, but that her Fortune was ſo 
entirely in her Brother s power, that unleſs ſhe 
married with his Conſent, the had no Preten- 
ces to any; and tho he Was very. much in- 
fluenced by Eh fenda, yet ſhe was certain the 
—— he had of Stanorins's great Inte- 
reſt at Court, with the Hopes that ſo near an 
Alliance might introduce him into the Mini- 
ſtry, would over- balance all Perſuaſions a- 
gainſt it. Saniſa_ alſo aſſur d Sanorius, ſhe 
was confident Bellgrand had ſo paſſionate a 
Deſire to be a Stateſman, as to 4 certain that 
one Foible in Courage, would make him in- 
vulnerable to Eifndas Reſentment, or Per- 
ſuaſions; from whom ſne adviſed him to con- 
ceal his Love, till he had firſt wrought on the 
Brother to conſent. Nor did ſhe omit to in- 
timate, that if Emelia was to be drawn to his 
Intereſt, it muſt be by nicely inſinuating an 
Admiration of her Conduct, and Compaſſion, 
with what an agreeable eaſineſs the trod the 
rugged Paths of Vertue. Nor did SHauiſſa fail 
ro premiſe Sanorius,. that ſhe would amuſe 

Elifiade's Suſpicions with all her Skill. 
© Stanorius having thus got the Clue to wind 
himſelf into all their Tempers, and Belgrand's 
Affections, did not fail as artfully to put it 
into practice. It was pleaſant to ſee with 
what Addreſs he perſ 121 Bellgrand a pecu- 
_ Har Gravity in his Air would Ns the, 
Stateſman'; that he was certain his Notions 
were fo fitly adapted to the Spirit of the 
French, that once enter d into Buſineſs, he did 
not queſtion but he would equal Mazarine's 
Solidity of 3 quick Ur By 
Ubtle 
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fabtle Schemes: Which ſo exactly anſwer 
Staniſſa s Advice, that he immediately grows 
grave, ſententious, and myſterious; all his 

houghts being now employ d how to become 
a compre Politician. And fo tranſported is 
he with Kanorius, that without giving him the 


trouble to ask, he tells him he wiſhes Eliſin- 


da could be prevail d on to marry; whoſe For- 
tune was conſiderable; but if he would ac- 
cept of Bellamira, to have the Happineſs of his 
Alliance, he would double the Portion her Fa- 
thes had left her. To which the pleaſed Sa- 
norius anſwer'd, by telling him, his obliging 
Propoſal had only prevented. his requeſting 
it: and for fear of Elifnda, he did not leave 
Bellgrand till he had gain d from him a ſolemn 
Promiſe, that no Sollicitations ſhould make 
him revoke it. n n e TIO 
But, alas! how differently was this intend- 
ed Marriage received by the Ladies ! Emelia 
is troubled and concern'd ; ſhe pities Lyſai- 
der, and tho' ſhe owns Stanorins the fine Gen- 
tleman, and of unqueſtionable Birth and For- 
tune, yet ſhe thinks his Morals teo looſe to 
make Bellamira a good Husband, any longer 
than his Paſſion laſts, which ſhe is not inſen⸗ 
ſible may too ſoon be worn out: Whilſt Bella- 
mira, by declaring her Hatred to Sanoriuc, 
and this Match, avows her Tenderneſs for 
Lyſauder, She weeps, ſhe begs Emelia to in- 
tercede with her Brother, owning ſhe had ra- 
ther with an humble Fortune be happy with 
Lyſander, than amidſt the dazzling ndeurs 
of a Court, wretched with S$anorius. 
When Eliinda firſt from her Brother learn'd 
this diſtracting News, ſhe flew into ſuch an 
FT Tun ; E 2 gut a2 
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outrageous Paſſion, that he imagin'd ſhe was 
beſide her Wits; who making Stanorius's 
Lewdneſs her Excuſe, in bitter Terms ex- 
claims againſt him, and repeats all his In- 
trigues and Faults ; adding, Was ſuch a one 
it for her innocent Siſter? But Bellgrand, who 

by this time was grown too great a Politician, 
to mind a Woman's Railings; only laughs at 
all ſhe could inforce, againſt Szanorius ; telling 
her, he had Reafons above her weak Diſcern- 
ment, and that trifling Women were not to be 
conſulted in Affairs of Conſequence ; deſi- 
ring her to mind her Devotions, and leave him 
to act as he ſhould judge proper. This provo-: 
king her beyond all Patience, ſhe did not omit 
in her ſatyrical Anger to let him know ſhe 
could not think it was the Exceſs of his Wiſ- 
dom that had cauſed him to make this Match. 
And finding him in a Humour ſo little incli- 
ned to hearken to Reaſon, ſhe at laſt left him; 
when paſſing thro a Gallery to her own Apart- 
ment, ſhe met Stanorius, who, before ſhe ſpoke, 
perceiv d by the Anger that flaſh'd in her Eyes, 
the was acquainted with the deſigned Marri- 
age: whilſt ſhe advancing haſtily to him, ſaid, | 
Do not imagine, tho' you have obtain'd my 
Brother's Conſent, that I will ever ſufter this 
criminal Marriage; baſe Man, cry d ſhe, is it 
not enough, that you have wrought upon m 
eaſy Nature, but you muſt affront me in ſo 

near a Relation? A Siſter!— Good God, 
faid ſhe, continuing her Diſcourſe, can it be poſ- 
fible that. ſuch Wickedneſs ſhould enter the 
Heart of Man? — What, can your black Soul 
'be ſatisfied with nothing leſs than the horrid, 
the abominable Crime of Inceſt >» — Are you 
1 = not 
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not afraid the Fiends and Furies will haunt 
your guilty Soul; and drag you quick to in- 
fernal perdition, for even the very Deſire of 
it? On which Sanoriys looking on her with 
a ſcornful Smile, ſaid, Had not your Ladyſhip 
talk d in ſo pious a Strain, I ſhould have ima- 
gin d your Anger had been real; but, Madam, 
purſued he, you are ſenfible you and I are too 
well acquainted with each other's Opinion on 
that Point, for you to imagine I ſhould have 
any apprehenſion or fears of Sprites and Gob- 
lins : And, added he, I will only preſume to 
tell you, I can no more now reſiſt adori 
the amiable Bellamira, than I once could the 
fair Eliſinda; tho with this difference, as my 
Paſſion is infinitely more violent, and, I believe, 
more laſting, I would not adviſe you to op- 
poſe it, leſt in my diſappointed Anger, I ſhould 

happen to diſcover the Reaſons that induce 
you to ſo great a Cruelty. _ | 

Theſe laſt ſhocking Words, ſo extremely in- 
creas'd her a IO Rage, that 
| ſhe could only expreſs it by broken Speeches, 
and ſtamping ; and had certainly done ſome 
extravagant Outrage, had not Staniſſa then 
enter d the Gallery, and with a wild Concern 
in her Looks, deſir d to ſpeak with her. At 
which Stanorins, with a low Bow, withdrew 
leaving that Confidant to inform her Thomaſo 
was return'd from his Voyage, and had had 
the Aſſurance to follow her to Emelia's, where 
he had made ſo inſolent a Noiſe amongſt the 
Servants to ſee her, as to cauſe them, ſail 
Staniſſa, to call me to him; whom he treated 
with ſuch a ſurly Impudence, that I fear he 
| Intends to be very audacious, unleſs you ſee him, 
and fully fatisfy his Demands. | 


Jo The PruDe. 
© Floods of Water thrown on raging Fires, 
could not more effectually ſtifle the impetu- 
ous Flames, than this News in a moment did 
_ Elifndz's Anger: Cold Fear, with a thouſand 
intangled Thoughts, now diftraCt her, ſo that 
the knows not what to do: See him ſhe muſt, 
Staniſſa having convinc'd her, he was come 
with a deſign to affront her, unleſs ſhe com- 
ply'd with his Requeſt. Nor was ſhe miſta- 
en, for Thomaſo having ſpent the Money Eli- 
finda gave him, and boaſted of her Favours, 
was, by his kewd drunken Companions, per- 
ſuaded to return home, and threaten her if ſhe 
would not ſupport his Extrayagance : And 
not finding her in 'Town, he took the op- 
portunity of following her to Emelia's, in 
the ſame vile, Company, who were obliged 
to bring their Sloop into that Part of the Coun- 
try, to deliver out ſome Goods not above two 
Miles from thence — Thus was Eliſinda for- 
ced to ſee him, and ftrive, by a ſoothing Com- 
liance, join d with her Money, to bribe his 
Silence : When after ſome Diſcourſe about his 
return, and underftanding the Veſſel he went 
in, had brought him ſo nigh to Emelia's, ſhe 
diſmiſs d him with an Appointment to meet 
her that Night at eleven a- clock, under the 

Garden-wall, where ſhe would come to him. 
But tho” Love and Sanorius perplex'd the 
beauteous Bellamira, and tormented Eliſinda, 
he began to exerciſe his Power in a more plea- 
ſing manner on the Heart of Marcander ; for 
the lovely weeping Widow had nigh diſpell'd 
the ſad Remembrance of Morenia ; her pa- 
thetick Sorrow for the Dead, ſo exactly ſym- 
pathiz d with his own, that from compaſſio- 
hs e 
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nating, he grows tender; his own Afflictions 
are forgot in being uneaſy at thoſe ſhe endures. 
Her three Days ſtay with Emelia, wrought 
ſo great a Change in him, that at her depar- 
cure, it ſeem'd as if his Life and Senſes too 
were departed ; and often forcing a Diſcourſe 
of her to Emelia, that Lady at length enter- 
tain'd him with ſome Paſſages of Lugenia's Life 
GE WS i 4 to 
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HO, Jaid Emelia, Lugenia is now the only 
1 Child of the Chevalier de Blanville, who 
has a very conſiderable Eſtate, yet not three 
Years ſince, he had two Sons that cauſed 
him and Madam de Blanville to look on Lu- 
genia as an Incumbrance on their Eſtate; which 
they reſolving not much to leſſen by giving her 
too 2 a Fortune, this was, i am confi- 
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dent, ſaid Emelia, the real Reaſon that they 


encourag'd the Addreſſes of a young Gentle 
man named Philamont, who was infinitely more 

obliged. to Nature for the Accompliſhments of 

bis Mind, than to the Liberalities of Fortune. 
However, his Love to Lugenia cauſing him 
not to mind the parſimonious Offers of her 
Parents, the Day of their Marriage was fix'd;; 


when de Blanvilie received a Letter from the 
Univerſity, whither he had ſent his Sons to 


_ ſtudy, in which was the afflicting News that 
one of them was already dead of the Small- 

15 2 and the other in ſo dangerous a way, as 
eee of NOR GIE: 
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This being a juſt Excuſe to delay the Marri- 
age for ſome time, Philamont ſoon perceiv'd 
by the change of de Blanville's and his La- 
dy's Behaviour, that all his Hopes of 9 F. 
that young Lady, depended on the Life of 
her obey : which filling him with a grief 
equal to his Love, he complain'd of it to Lu- 
genia; who, ignorant of her Parents Senti- 
ments, perſuaded him his Fears were van ; 
and that their Coldneſs proceeded only from 
the extremity of their Grief, which had too 
much ſtunn d them, to be capable of that Com- 
plaiſance they uſually paid their Friends : 
Tho, to calm his uneaſy Doubts, ſhe aſſur d 
him (if her Parents ſhould prove ſo cruel) nei- 
ther their Perſuaſion, nor Force, ſhould have 
any Effect on her Heart, which ſhe vow d to 
pPrelferve.myictably His... EET. 
But tho the amorous Philamont was for the 
preſent pacified to find Lugenia's Faith and 
Boe unalterable, the News of their ſecond 
Son's Death cauſed de Blauville and his La- 
dy, after they had firſt acquainted Lugenia 
with their Mind, publickly to declare to Phi- 
Jamont, they thought him not now a fit Match 
for their Daughter; and at the ſame time ma- 
king him ſenſible his Departure was deſired, 
they would not ſuffer him to take Leave of 
that Lady, whom they had confined to her 
The abrupt and diſobliging Manner in 
which they expreſs'd their Mind to him, 
cauſed Philamont to quit their Houſe with a 
_ Reſentment great as his Grief; who immedi- 
ately coming to me, expreſs his Concern for 
that amiable Lady's. Loſs in ſuch moving 


- 
" 


Terms, that I thought him truly worthy of | 
Pity. But tho” he painted their Uſage in a 
manner that ſhow'd his Reſentment was deep, 
yet Love being predominant, he ſoon began to 
g my Friendſhip, (knowing there was a 
oreat familiarity erer that Family and 
me) to try what my Perſuaſion could do in 
his behalf. I promis d him to employ all my 
Intereſt, tho I deſpair d of ſucceeding ; when 
in the midſt of our Diſcourſe, his Man, who 
ſtaid behind to pack up his Linnen, brought 
him a Letter, which he ſaid Lagenia had 
thrown him out of a Window : Philamont 
opening it, found in it theſe Words. 


The Unhappy Lugenia to Philamont, © 


7 Know not how my Father has dealt with youz 
but fear, by his late Converſation with me, 
he has not ſerupled to acquaint you with the in 
human Reſolution he has taken, to part us for 
ever. — The very Thought is more bitter to me 
than Death would be; nor do I believe Phila> 
mont can bear it with much more Fortitude. 
How cruel a Monſter is Ambition ! and how 
does it break all Bands of Friendſhip, Love, and 
even paternal Pity ! For, it's not a Month fince 
he commanded me to receive, to regard, and love 
you as a Husbaud; and how readily did I obey 
that delightful Command ! and how did it cau 


Eh me to indulge a Paſſion I before uould not permit 


8 my ſelf to thin on! I told my Father this, when 
hie forbid me ever to ſee you again, and charg d 


me to forget jou; but that, alas! I neither can 


nor will do, ſo long as Philamont has any Regard 


fer the wretched Lugenia. It's true, I owe my 


WY I. - F Harem, 


Parents ſuch Reſpect and Duty, as not to marry 
| till their Conſent is again obtain d; which if they 
continue to deny, believe me, no ill uſage ſhall 
Force me to be another s, if I cannot be yours, who 
&rft lov'd me without am View of Intereff— nor 
(ball Fortune s fickle changing, ever alter me, ſo 
long as I find you faithful to jour ef hf 
IS \_.. LUGENIA. 


_ if you can contrive to write to me whilf? I am 
confind, I will look every Night out of the Min- 
dow, and find means to draw up whatever Phi- 
lamont ſends. | | 


The Lover, a little conſolated with this 
Letter, reſoly'd to wait till their Grief was 
abated, and then try what the Interceſſion of 
Friends could do; relying on Lugenia's Con- 
ſtancy, with whom he took care to keep a 
eſpondence by Letters, as ſhe had dire- 


The Parents continuing obſtinate againſt 
him, eſpecially Madam de Blanville, who never 
had a Value for her Daughter equal to that 
| the had for her deceaſed Sons, they ſuddenly 
remov d with Lugenia to Town, and carry- 
ing that young Lady to Court, her Beauty, 
ſuch as you ſee (not but her Grief has made 
ſome diſadvantageous Changes in her Perſon) 
join'd to her other Perfections, and great 
Fortune, gained a Crowd of Adorers: among 
which, her Father declar'd in favour of a No- 
bleman ſomewhat advancd in Years. And 
Lugenia finding neither her Tears, nor Intrea- 
ties could prevail on her Parents, ſhe at laſt 
reſolv d to acquaint, her deſigned . | 

' | that 
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that her Heart and Vows were another's, and 


that unſeſs Heaven and her Parents permit | 
ted her to, be Philamon?'s, ſhe ſhould eſteem 


herſelf the miſerableſt' of Women. Her In- 
treaties and Reaſons preyail'd on this Lover 
to deſiſt from his Pretenſions; which when her 
ather diſcover d her to have been the Cauſe 


| of, irritated by his Lady, he raſhly commanded 


her to leaye his Houſe, and never to appear 
again in his ſight; telling her, ſhe\had vainly 
flatter d herſelf, that her being an only Child 


ſhould cauſe them to indulge her in ſo ridicu- 


lous aFolly. Poor Lugenia is forced to obey 
them; but tho, ſaid Emelia, the ſtill held 2 


Correſpondence with Philamont, yet ſhe had 


the diſcretion, inftead of going to him, to come 
directly into the Country to me, and defire 


my Protection, till her Parents were appeas d. 


I very much approving her Conduct, aſſur d 
her ſhe was welcome; and being ſenſible of 
her Afflictions, did all I could to divert her. 
But tho' I was not without Suſpicions, that 
Philamont and ſhe often wrote to each other, 
yet ſhe never deſir d to ſee him at my Houſe, 
knowing it did not agree with my Sentiments, 
to encourage Lovers againſt their Parents Ap- 

robation ; not that I did not very much 
blame hers, for their ungenerous Behaviour to 
Philamont, join'd with their Cruelty to ſo va- 
luable a Child. e . 
But whatever my Sefitiments were, ſaid 
Emelia, Madam de Blanvilles Vanity being 
extremely mortified to find her Daughter 15 
obſtinately refuſe to become a Peereſs, roger 
ther with her Grief for the death of her Sons, 


the youngeſt of which was her hs” 
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that in leſs than fix Months ſhe died, without 


e ever deſiring to be reconciled to Lugenia. And 


de Blanville, exaſperated, by the loſs of his 
Lady, againſt Lugenia, complain'd ſhe had 
broke her Mother's Heart; adding, that ra- 
ther than he would ſufter Philamont to inhe- 
rit his Eftate, he would marry, and beget a 
new Race. That Gentleman being told of 
this, it occaſion'd his writing a Letter to Luge- 
nia on that Subject; when the Servant that was 
uſually entruſted to carry his Letters to her, by 
| ſome means being mtoxicated with Liquor, 
and ſtaying in Company that pleas'd him, de- 
fired a Neighbour to deliver it, who by Miſ- 
take, or Deſign, went with it to de Blanvilles 
Houſe ; and he knowing it to be Philamont's 
Hand, open d it, and read the following Lines. 


2 Philamont to Lugenia. 

7 O your Complaints are only againſt Fortunes 
Cruelty, yet Fortune and Lugenia too conſpire 
to make me miſerable ; aud how little fhould I va- 
lue that blind Deity's Favours, could I perſuade 
you from your too ſteady Obedience to the cruelleſt of 
Fathers ? — Alas ! be has abandon d that Title, 
and his Cruelty has freed you from all filial Duty, 
or Regard to him, who is ſo very inſenfible of what 
belongs to a Parent, as to uſe the beſt of Children 
with a Barbarity unparalleld. Has he ever diſ- 
cover d one Spark of Love, Tenderneſs, or even Pity 
jn the midſt of his inhuman Treatment; and would 
not he ſuffer you to want the common Supports of 
Life, were it not for the admirable Emelia? And 
fo great is his Averſion, that tho he is fenfible Ma- 
dam de Blanville ever had ſuch a Regard for you, 


as 
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as to have any Concern for. your Happineſs, yet he 
charges jou with breaking her Heart, vouing in 
revenge to marry, tho one would imagine, his Age 
and Infirmities would rather make him think on 


thoſe that ſbould attend his Obſequies, than Hy- 


men's Torch, _ ; Rel 

Dear Lugenia, do not chide, but think on the 
Reaſonableneſs of theſe ſevere Truths ; think, th. 
you aſſure me your Heart is mine, how very wretched 
I muſt be, ſo long as my. Happineſs depends on 
the inexorable de Blanville, who, I am too certain, 
will refuſe the adored Lugenia with his Jaſt 
Breath, to her paſſionate Admirer, = 


PHILAMONT. 


Tho! Philamont is thought unworthy of Luge- 
nia, I am told your Mother's Homan is the happy 
Perſon whoſe Children are to inherit de Blan- 
ville Eſtate : but hom little would that trouble 
ine, could I prevail on your obſtinate Vertue tq 
become mine. * 9 


It's impoſſible, ſaid Emelia, to repreſent 
| what a Rage the reading of this Letter put de 
Blanville in; ordering his Chariot to be made 
ready, he came immediately to my Houle : 
being ver y much ſurprized to ſee him, I was 
thinking in what manner I ſhould receive him, 
(becauſe, ever fince Lugenia had been with me, 
tho I had wrote both to him and his Lady, 
yet neither of them anſwer d my Letters, or 
viſited me. He began firft to entertain me 
with his Anger and Reſentment, (occaſion d 
by Philamont's Letter) what I found moſt 
piqued him, was the ſcandalizing him about 
his Maid, and ridiculing his Intentious to EAT 
er. 
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After he had ſhown me the Letter, in Words 
that expreſsd the violence of his Paſſion, he 
appeald to me, whether Lugenia was not 
very much to be blamed, for continuing to love 
a Man that had ſuch diſreſpectful Notions of 
her Father: But I was ſo far from being of 
his Opinion, as to tell him mySentiments were, 
that he had drawn this on himſelf, by the ſe- 
verity of his Uſage ; and that I thought from 
| Philamont he ought to take nothing ill, if he 
would but conſider how very unhappy he 
had made that Lover, by diſappointing the 
Fulneſs of his Hopes ; whoſe 2 Pretenſion 
to his Daughter was on equal Terms, and 
that en for each other, was too 
ſolemnly confirm'd by his Conſent and Ap- 
probation, not to be a Crime tg part them 
now. And finding he was violently offended 
at Philamont for raiſing that Report about his 
Maid, J affur'd him it was the Talk of the 
whole Country; which, together with my re- 
preſenting Lugenid's unalterable Duty and Re- 
gard for him, in ſpite of her Lover's continual 
Sollicitations to the contrary, ſo far pacified 
him, that before he parted from me, he ſaw and 
Vas reconciled to his Daughter, and in leſs 
than a Month, by the continual Sollicitations 
of Philamont's Friends, he was brought to give 
his Conſent to their Marriage: And I believe, 
| Jaid Emelia, they would have been perfectly 
happy in each other, had Providence thought 
fit to have preſerv'd the lov'd Philamont to his 
dear Lugenia, who own'd her ſtrict Obedi- 
ence, and ſteddy Perſeverance increas d his 
Efteem and Admiration, at the ſame time that 
it fill'd him with all the uneaſy Pangs of a 
| deſpe- 


deſperate Deſpair ; which, ſaid Emelia, Iam of 
| opinion was 1o extreme, as to occaſion that 
ill Diſpoſition of Health, that fo ſoon after 
their Marriage put a period to Lygenia's Hap- 
pineſs by his Death. oO 
' Scarce had Emelia finiſhd theſe Words, when 
it was told her the Chevalier de Blanville was 
come to viſit and congratulate her return into 
the Country; who happening to find ſo much 

ood Company at Emelia's, ftaid the whole 


Day, inviting the Gentlemen the next morn- 
ing to a Hunting-match that was to be in 


his Park. They all readily accepted the ob- 


liging Invitation, eſpecially Marcander, who, by 
that means, was in hopes again to ſee the ami- 


able Widow : and the Gentlemen being intent 


on their Morning's Diverſion, all the Com- 


pany retired ſooner than uſual to their Reſt, 
that they might the earlier rife to their 
Sport. 5 
This gave Elifinda an opportunity with 
leſs difficulty to meet Thomaſo, whom ſhe de- 
ſign d the Engine that ſhould execute her hor- 
rid Revenge, for Stanorins's Infults; In vain 


did her Confidant adviſe her, by peaceably 
ſubmitting to the Marriage, ftill to keep him 
her Friend; who, ſaid ſhe, I do not queſtion _ 


but thus obliged, will readily aſſiſt you in 


getting rid for ever of the impudently trou- 


leſome Thomaſo, by having him preſs'd for a 


Soldier, and ſent to the Frontiers. But ſo far 
was ſhe from hearkening to her, that ſhe ra- 
ved, ftamp'd, and all her Features were di- 
ſorted with the violence of her Paſſion, vow= 


ing either to be reyeng'd, or periſh in the At- 


tempt : and to Staniſſa hints her Hell-contri- 
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ved Deſign; but finding ſhe ſtarts at the horrid 
Wickednefs of it, ſhe remembers her always a 
Friend to Sanorius, and pretends to decline 
it. But when ſhe met Thomaſo, full of the in- 
fernal Miſchief, ſhe having learnt from him in 
the Morning that he came up the River in a 
Veſſel, and enquiring the Strength of it, and 
whether his Companions durſt be bold, and 
venture a little Hazard, to make their own, 
and his Fortune, Thomaſo promis'd largely for 
himſelf and them, aſſuring Elifinda, by the 
help of her Ladyſhip's Gold, he can influence 
them to do every thing ſhe deſired; though 
he tells her, it muſt be ſpeedily put in execu- 
tion, becauſe they were obliged to feturn with 
the Veſſel in leſs than two 3 Wbereupon 
ſhe order d him to lie at Anchor about a Mile 
up the River, and conceal himſelf with the 
reſt; only letting two of them appear, as if 
a fiſhing, and ſhe would take care to brin 
them their Prey: adding a Charge to Thomaſo 
to raviſh her, as ſoon as he had got her a- board, 
and telling him ſne was certain that by that 
means loſt and ruin d, ſhe would be brought to 
marry him, and her Fortune was large enough 
to raiſe him above any fear of future Wants. 
This more than deviliſh Contrivance being 
thus laid, with other particular Inſtructions, too 
tedious here to be inſerted, they parted; and 
the ow Eliſinda, who had ſo nice a care of 
her Reputation, as not to admit of innocent 
Pleaſures, for fear of being thonght guilty of 
too much Levity, now, as ifberefof her Sen- 
ſes, is acting the baſeſt of Crimes, with mean 
Villains, that had neither the Skill to manage, 
nor that Senſe of Reputation that — 
| _ GuUCce 
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great, ſo intolerable a Fiend'is Jealouſy, and 
diſappointed. Love in a Woman's Breaft, eſpe- 
cially one ſo loſt to all Vertne! ' © 
But Night's humid Shades being diſperſed 
by the Morning's roſy Beams, the Gentle- 
men went to their Sport, and Emelia was leſs 
that day crouded with Viſitors than ſhe had 
been ſince her return; and after Dinner ſhe 
received a Packet of Letters, which ſhe © N- 
ing to read, Bellamira (who only was preſent) 
perceiving. as ſhe perus d it, her Colour often 
to change from a glowing Red, to a deadly 
. Pale, concern'd at her ee Ky or to en- 
quire the occaſion. On which that Lady an- 
ſwer d, It's a Letter from Lyſander; but ſome 


part of it has ſo nigh a relation to the Cauſe 


of all my Misfortunes, that the reading of it 
has again revived my paſt Afflictiops with freſh 
inſupportable Torments—— "Theſe Words, 
together with the loved Name of Lyſander, 
raiſed ſo great a Curioſity in Bellamira, that 


having gained Emelia's Permiſſion, ſhe imme- 


diately began to read the following Lines. 
Tyſander to the Generous Emelia.. 


7 Am certain, could you be ſenfible how great a Re- 
lief I find in that excellent Goodneſs which has 
permitted me to ſpeak the Anguiſh of my Soul, you 
never would repent the generous Condeſcenſion; 
Let how infinitely great would the additional Bleſ- 
ſing be, would you wouchſafe to honour me with the 
knowledge that yours, and Bellamira*s Health and 
Happineſs, has been the peculiar Care of Heaven; and 
every protecting Power, (who ſure are pleas'd with 
PART III. G their 


- 


= 


1 3 
* 
- 


6 : 
| «(SF id © 
4 7 3 2 5 1 
ü "4 7 T » 1 1 E * # by cr 4 a 
1 55 5 1 7 @ © | ; 
1e RUDE < | 
bt F p l = * 0 
2 * 0 ; ' 


duce them to a Deſire of Concealment: S0 
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their Charge) might, gaze on her faultleſs Beauty, 

admiring Perſectiont that have ſo nigh a Reſemblance | 
10 their own Excellency, And, how, happy, how 
bleſs d was I, in beholding that matchleſs Charmer! 

Aud how wery miſerable am I now, baniſÞ'd from 
that delightful Lieu Forturing Racks are tri» 
Ning Mieries to the. Pangs the Wretch endures, 
that loves, adores, and yet deſpairs.. Why was I 
made with a Soul tobe ſenfible of ſuch, Perfections, 
.to- know no Happineſs, but in obtaining, who am 
(deprived even in Hope? But Tom check the 
«Reins of my Paſſion, for fear 1 offend ; tho” I would 
endeavour, ) a fain: Deſcription of my infupportabl 
_ Pains, to move your Pity. I know too well my pre- 
Jumptuous Folly, without being able to find a Cure; 


the pleaſing, but fatal. Paſſion, already begins to 
; prey vn the, Springs of Life, fince Bellamira's de- 
parture, calm Sleep, und needful - Appetite are 
Fed ; and ſoon, I hope, ny Death will convince 
That koch Lady, Lyſander dee d ber Pity, tho 
Fortune was his Enemy; and cauſe ER nave 
Emelia to excuſe this Preſumption, 1 
But tho Reaſon forbids the Hope, yet fo ex- 
: treme a Flatterer is Love, that I cannot help in- 
forming the generous Emelia, that ſince ſhe has 
- Lieen pleaſed to own a Friendſhip for me, the pro- 
piticus Powers have ſeconded it beyond my fondeſt 
_ Hiſhes : For the truly noble Count Claronville, 
: uh, from my Infancy, favour d me with his par- 
zicular Notice, which. as I grew increasd, has of 
late, by condeſcending to a more familiar Intimacy, 
5 rc, ſo great, fo unequald a Friendſhip, that 
IJ want Words to declare its value. He this very 
Morning, (as he ſaid) obſerving my late Diſcon- 
content, and endeavouring to know the Cauſe, (tho* 
in vain) at length told me, nothing in his power 


ſoould 


\ 
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ſhould be wanting to compleat my Happineſs ; 40. 
ring me on his Honour, within a' few Weeks ny 
Fortune ſhould be ſo vaſtly advanced, as to ſa- 
tisfy the Ambition of any Subject. Thi s, ouly- as" 
it may make me worthy Gn ſome degree) to think of 
Bellamira, has fuld me with inexpreſſible Joy; 
for all the Count Claronville's Promiſes are Jacred-; 
he neer deceiv'd with flattering Hopes, his laſt En- 

courage ment is certain Succeſs to the anxious Suitor; 
Volumes might be writ on his peculiar Pertues 10 | 

the admiring World, whoſe nice Honour, well 
Judg'd Reſolution, and fleady Courage, never were 
corrupted by SO fon, ys 264} by e or 22 

ken by Har. 

But I am on this pleaſing Sub jet 200 tel ous, 
and perhaps may tire the excellent Emelia's Pa- 
tience. This one Hope eucouraging me to beg 
you would ſtill continue the ſame favourable Sen- 
timents to me, and intreat the lovely Bellamira not 
to reſent this Preſumption, if Fortune, and the 
more ſteady Claronville, ſhould declare in fawn 
of her IA! but eternal 
| LYSANDER: 


 Bellamira N ng read he Letter, tra nf 
orted at the extraordinary Change that was 
ike to be in Lyſander's Fortune, ſaid, I ſee his 
Perſections are too conſpicuous not to be 
eſteem d and valued by the Ingenious, and the 
Vertuous; for you know, Madam, purſued ſbe, 
the Count Claronville is the ſhining Pattern of 
all that's truly great and noble. I know, ſaid 
Emelia, with. a wild Diſtraction in her Looks; 
he is quite the reverſe, the Cruelty of hungry 
Tygers are in his Nature — be cannot do a 
generous thing —it's all Artifice—he bas io, 
Steer; G 2 habi⸗ 
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habituated himſelf to deceive, it's now become 
natural—you'll ſee theſe extraordinary Careſles. 
are to delude that unfortunate Gentleman in- 
to bitter Ruin; and yet, 2 that heart 
grieved Lady, how many fair engaging Ver- 


D 
, : 


cues | ſeem to direct his Actions] Juſt ſo 
bright an Appearance betraying. Angels put 
on, when they would corrupt the Innocent. 
Enelia had doubtleſs farther explain'd the 
Cauſe of her Indignation to the aftoniſh'd 
Bellamira, had not Eliſinda that moment en- 
ter d the Room; and after ſome, ſlight Talk, 
looking towards the River, ſhe began to praiſe 


the fineneſs of the Evening, the clearneſs of 


the Air, with the ſmoothneſs of the Water: 
And at length ſaying, ſhe had a mind to divert 

herſelf on the River, ſhe ask d Bellamira to ac- 
company her ; which ſhe being willing todo, the 
Pleaſure-boat was made ready, tho they went 
with fewer Servants than uſual, becauſe moſt 
of. the Men waited on Beligrand to the Hunt- 
ing. Juſt as the Siſters were going, the heart. 

boding Emeliz told them ſhe had fo great a 


Heavineſs on her Spirits, that ſhe would go 


with them, to try if the Air would diſperſe it. 
But tho this happen d to be very diſagreeable 
to Eliſinda, yet reſolving it ſhould not prevent 
her Deſign, and pretending to like that part 
of the River beſt, where the Veſſel lay, the 
Men were order d to row towards it; but 


when they came in view of the Fiſher-men, 
who ſeein d 4 in catching. their Fiſh, how 


wonderfully. did Elſinda ſeem. taken with 


them! She prais d their Induſtry, and pitied 
the hard Labour by Which they got their 
or themſelves and Fa- 
| Wh miles 3 
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milies; and being deſirous to 155 nee more 
ſe, and obſerye, them at thei r. Bufinęſs, with 
what Afton iſnment are Enelia 7905 Bo amira 
ſeia d to hear themſelves treated in a Language 
Wa for the 2 SO. of their —— 4 But 
Emelia immediately ing the Men to 0 
back; Fear and Horror were join 'd. 7 4 8 
Ae nt, to perceive four or ſive con- 
_ Men. ſuddenly appear, and-caftir their 
gin to drag Bellamira 
into che Veſſel: "Ee true Love and Va- 
lue for that young Lady, was on this Occaſion 
ſeen; who folding her in her Arms, ſaid, 
You ſhall not part us, kill us both toget for 
L will not be ſeparated from her. On wich 
one of the Monſters ſaid, Come then, (at the 
ſame time, giving her a pull up after Bella- 
mira). the more we have, the merrier we 
be. Eliſinda being left behind, by her Screams 
and Cries ute mightily to deplore their 
Loſs; but one of Emelia's Servants. being 
ſtruck . down in her s and Bellamira's defence, 
| the bid the other row. away for fear of herſelf; 
and the Veſſel parting from the Boat, began, 
firſt to fail up the River, but when they were 
hid by the black Shades of Night, with all their 
Sail chey made down the Rive. | 
| Where we. muſt. leave them, and the di- 
ſtreſs d Lady, and return to 3 5 5 who 
ever ſince the Marriage of Honorius, had had 
ſo deep a Melancholy imprinted on his Soul, 
as vifiply diſooyer d itſelf not only in his Looks, 
but all his Actions 3 and Olarius, whoſe tender 
Friendſhip quickly caus d him to perceive the 
alteration, with a, Concern great as his Love, 
ge: to e, into the Occalion.. 5 21 
alaey, 


+ " 3 
„ 5 
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Sander diſguizing the truly anxious Pains of his 


deſpairing Love, feigns he is diſcontented at 
his forlorn State, his vaſt unbounded Obliga- 
tion to Olarius, with being forced ſtill to re- 
ceive ſuch unequal Favours, without a Hope 
to expreſs his highly grateful Senſe, by ought 


but Words. This makes Olarius think Am- 


bition diſquiets him, that he is troubled with 
an emulous Diſcontent for being placed ſo much 
beneath, in Birth and Fortune, the high Rank 
he always oblig d him to converſe with: And, 
without heſitation, acquainting Count Caron 
ville with it, the Employment he heretofore 
mention d to Emelia, was immediately got him. 


But how ſurprized are they both, to find, in- 


ſtead of this imagin'd Cure, his Diſcontents are 
ſo viſibly increas'd, as to prey on his very 


Health! This made the Count, who valued 


Lyſander no leſs than Olarius, tho? not fo fa- 
miliarly acquainted with him, reſolve to take 
him into the Country with him, about -the 
fame time that Emelia, with the beauteous 
Cauſe of his Grief, and their Concern for it, 
r 527 pu7 Dug, 

The - inimitable Accompliſhments of that 
young Gentleman gain'd ſo great an aſcendant 
on Claronville, that from eſteeming, he grows 


* " 


aſſionately fond of him; nay, ſo tranſported 


Is he, that he does nothing but talk of him te 


Olarius, wonders at the vaſt Stock of Learning 
in one ſo young, yet untouch'd with Pedantry 5 
admires the juſtnefs of his Notions, the ſoli- 
dity of his Judgment, with the pleaſing viva- 
city, and fprightly turns of his Wit. Ha! 
ſaid Claronville to Olarms, what an inchanting 
Manner he has, how graceful an * 

eu, ow. 


' how accompliſh 


how modeſt, yet how very forcible are his Rea- 
ſoni nes in every thing ! How perfectly fine 
da Gentleman does he appear! 
Oh! Olarius, cry d the tranſported Claronville, 
you are fit to breed a Son for the greateſt Mo- 
narch the Globe contains! 7m 
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But this Admiration till cauſing a nearer, a 


tenderer Concern for that inimitable Youth, 


he reſoly'd to preſs him cloſe, till he had 


learn'd the Cauſe, and by that means a cer- 
tain Cure: And underſtanding he was then 


zone into the Garden, either to amuſe or in- 


dulge his Diſcontent without Olarius, he fol- 
lows the Lover, whom he found lying on a 
Bank deeply muſing, and he hears not Claron- 
villes approach. He lean'd on his Arm, with 
his Eyes fix d to the Ground. The Count 
ſtops, attentively viewing the Youth ; when 
at laſt he perceives the ſorrowing Sighs break 
forth, followed by theſe Exprefſions : Oh why, 
juſt Heaven, have you given me ſuch ambi- 
tious Deſires, without being bleſs'd with one 
Hope towards obtaining them: _ 
This convinces Claronville, that reſtleſs Am- 
bition tortures the aſpiring Youth, and his 


partial Love attributes it to the greatneſs of 


is Spirit. He immediately advances to take 


the diſconſolate Hſander in his Arms, and 


ſtrives to diſperſe his Grief with ſuch ten- 


der and ſolemn Aſſurances, that within a 


few days he ſhall feel no more uneaſineſs on 


the ſcore of Fortune; that tho Iyſander won 
ders and thinks ſuch unheard of Generoſity 


improbable, if not impoſſible, yet it ſo ſooths 


his Paſſion, that what he wiſhes he pe 
to believe; and the firſt moment he can diſ- 


en?! 
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Fallamira:; chey! had: nat gone 952 beide Ger 
ous Strains were unterrupted by terri- 


Heeres and A as, of Perſons that 
— wie d.; Pa the LADY, cea- 


more "ke" 5 an 1 di 
em to be Women's Voices, Ly) 
diſtracted xiſing from is Seat, cries out 3 

Bellamira ! . is Bellamira and En 

tia! I am certain tis they. — And 
then drawing his Sword u ich 3 
ſaid to . on bended Knees, For 
Heaven's lake, my Lord, if yon. have any pity 
for Vertue in. diſtreſs, or would preſerve Ly- 
Janger from eternal Ruin, command the Barge 
this moment to their relief, to ſave more 
Worth than the World contains beſides. 
. being more convinced, as the Sloop and 
i Cr Wy drew nearer, he: would ſtamp pag 
ays 


4 
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ſay, That — — that is 1400 Bellamir | 15 
now poor Emelia ſcreams! What Wr 107 
Inſtruct me, Heaven, to reſerve them. And 
having obtain 'd Caries Con ſent, who nds 
55 51 prying. the Diſtreſs'd; cd not refuſe 
preſſing Intreaties, turning to the Barge= 
Fun he bids. them to exert their Strength And 
Speed, promiſing to their ſwift haſte, Rewards 
05 e a Monarch; charging them, as ſoot! 4g 
had fix d their Boat to the Veſſel, fot 
half the Men + 15 follow him, whilſt the others 
ſtaying in the urge, might reach them their 
Oars ; by which means they « could annoy tlie 
Enemy, and defend themſelves from but 
Fire- arms. 
But there . ice it that Care, for 
5 deteſtedly baſe Thomaſo, and his wWi icked Crew, 


d YE Is + 63G IT + 


were, ſo, intent on Elifndas wickeder Com- 


mand, that they did not mind the Barg 88 
ne till 2 6p had cloſed, it to The 
Sloop; who then, quick as Thought, catching. 
hold ofa Rope that belong d to the Tackle, 
ſwung himſelf into the Veſiel where the firſt 


ſad Object that preſented itſelf to his view, 


was a villanous Ruffian dragging " Emelia 


by the Hair on the Deck. With 926 Leap, 


Lyſauder reaching to him, truck him a-crofs 
the Face with all his force, ſaying, Monſter, 


of Cruelty, behold thy Reward! On atich 


the Fellow ſtunn d, Jer o his barbarous hold 
whilſt the Count's Men ollowing thick, bindef 
the reſt of the Ruffians from revenging their 
Companion; and Emelia looking on her Deli- 
verer, whom knowing, ſhe ſaid, Haſte, ge- 
nerous Lyſander, ſure Heaven has ſent you to 
fave Bellamira, who elſe this moment 1s loſt, 
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one, ruin ruin'd by Raviſbers. He no ſooner 
jou q that dear Name, but he fle to the Ca- 
<p and finditig the Door ſhut, His Rage ad- 
ng unuſual Force, with the fecond Stfoke of 
ns.Foar, he burſt it open; where he found 
hat 4 tertified Lady on the Floor, 
with her alls defending herſelf agtinft the 
tal Thomaſo, whorn 5 75 made ſenſible 
5 115 preſump caous Villany,” by ruming his 
e inte 115 Breaſt: And then turning 
hensd Belfamira, whom by raiſin 
OE ping, he had the happinefs to fo 
in be rms, his extreme Joy was more exp Ty 
by. "Adtions khan Words aud in thoſe Fo 
ments tendefly embracing het. Taid, Am 1 185 
bleſs d. . ere happy, to ſave my ye hd 
deareſt Love; ether With the 
aluable Fas i= But ſcarct had the — 
Fridare Youth” Rall theſe Words, when 
We of the rufflan Crew flying from Gr. 
W Fow is 157 entring - Bod, and fees 
welt ting in his takes up 
1 rh too ſobn quitted Sword, and ſtabs 
fim in the Back. Emelia following the Fellow 
at the Door, Hye, Yo Stroke ven, with a 
great Screa out, Lyſenders bd a: 
Haefs murder d! The Words go 
the. Mop, rickly reach'd 2 — At ad 
Olariar 8 A N who were till then in the Boat; 
bye. 6 on this unhappy News, getting into the 
M1, with beating Hearts make heir Ap= 


; ates to lim; where the Count finds I- 
82220 wounded, and ſenſeleſs, between the 
two 44 eee rearing her Linnen to 

is faſt- flowing Blood, endeavour d by 
re ie even co fare him; and 


rayers to bribe 
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Lady, if not in a moment, yet he ſoon di 
cover d there the Lineaments and every Fear 


for they are the ſame. at this time; De 
for a dying Son, and Amazement to find | 


loſt Wife———— = at once ſeizing his Soul, he 


was motionleſs as a Statue, and fo he. fe- 
main'd a long ſpace. But, oh! as ſoof as he 


can recover his Faculties, and Utterange, he 
flies to the fainting Emelia, takes her in his 
Arms with eagerneſs, ſaying, Tis indeed my 
Emelia, my long-loſt Love! Then preflin heb 

cloſe to his throbbing Heart, he faid, Oh my 
Soul's delight! revive—bleſs thy Husband— 
thy Belviſſe with one kind Look. Burt 


- 


finding her ill ſenſeleſs with Grief, and heart- 
tern Agonies, he turns to his People, begging 


. 


them to help her. 
9 _ m 
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D And, indeed, in this diſtracted Scene, the 
recious and dearly-priz'd Life of Lyſauder had 
| iS BIS J7 COIL. FO © Fenner, 1 | 
been loft, had not Olarius, with leſs confuſion 
of Mind, bent all his Care to aflift that lovely 
Youth ; and one of my Lord's Gentlemen un- 
dun dec e was immediately re- 
n r ye 2: © | 1 „* 
mor d out of the Cabin, to have his Wound 
ſearch'd and dreſs d; the grieved Bellamira 
E him With her drowned Eyes, whilſt 
r unskill'd Care was employ d in recovering 


* » 


d : 


But Olarius,  throughly acquainted with the 
meaning of all this ſtrange Perplexity and 
Afloniſpment, as ſoon as Lyſander's Blood was 
ſtaunch'd, and Life. reviv'd; forbidding any 
mention to be made of whathad paſs'd, took 
him into the Barge, intending with ſome of 
the Men to carry him back to the Count's 
Houſe, that more skilful Surgeons might be 
had ; charging the reft (who had ſecur'd the 
illain with Cords) to follow. with the Veſſel 
r 
. , When the grieved Claronville, and the af- 
Aifted Bellamira, with all their Care, had a 
little recover'd Emelia; ſhe, hearing the Count's 
_ paſſionate Expreſſions, firſt turn'd her Eyes on 
him, but when ſhe look'd on the bloody ground, 
and found Lyſander gone, with a weak Voice, 
at the {ame time endeavouring to raiſe her 
feeble Limbs ſhecry'd, Where's my Son? C 
let me go to him, and die by him! The Coun 
ſtroye to comfort her with ſome Hopes; told 
her he was only removed, to be preſery d; but 
the minded him not, Groans, Sighs, and Sobs, 
hinder ber from {peaking a long time, when 
aàt laſt, with incoherent Words, the e 
. | H * 9 
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her Anguiſh, by 


thee! How hard, how barbarous is my Fate, 
to know his Worth, to know Lyſauder is my 


Child, only to be ſenſible of exquiſite Miſery 


in his loſs. Then continuing ſilent a few- 
Moments, as if by reflecting her Woes in- 
creas d, ſhe ſaid, rene wing her diſtracted Talk, 
I am certain he is my Child, L know it by 
many Reaſons. Then looking on Claronville, 
ſhe ſaid, Cruel Belville, how has thy faithleſs 
Inconſtancy, in a moment, deftroy'd- thy Son 
and me! To which: the paſſionate Husband 
haſtily anſwer'd, My dear, and only Love, do 
I, Charge me with Crimes ſo very diſtant 


from my Nature; it's true, I have wrong'd. 


ou, and have been baſely wrong d yet by 
the Powers Divine 1 3 my Zairhiul — 
has never ceas'd a moment to love you, nor 
has your long Abſence caus d one changing 
Thought. Ah! reph'd Emelia, could you 
convince me of this, I might ſtill be happy, 


too happy for a Mortal: But no ſuch Bleſſings, 


purſued ſhe, are in ſtore for me—Sorrows are 
ſtill to be my Portion Millions of Tears thy 
Falſhood has coſt me and now they ſtill muſt 
flow for my dear Son. — Too many, continued 
ſhe, I paid his imaginary Death; to be forced 
to weep them O er again for my Lyſauder. I 
hope, ſaid Claronville, Heaven will be more 
merciful to us both, but my Falſhood was 


4 
5 » 
: 


as imaginary as his Death; nor have my Sor- 


. wt ® 


| rows been leſs than yours. Oh, Emelia ], pur 
ſſued he, when I have unfolded the black Scene 
of 'Treachery, that has made us both miſera- 
ble, I am ſure you'll pity your wretched ria 
1 n 
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ville! Oh, my. Child, would I had died for! 
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band, however your Heart is eſtranged” from 
Love. I fear, ſaid Emelia, ſhould you not be 
able to juſtify yourſelf, my Heart would own 
its weakneſs, and confeſs how much I ſtill have 
lov'd, amidſt Sufſerings; and father than think 
you could uſe me ſo very ill, believe any thing. 
Yon need not fear, continued he, embracing her, 
but without ftrain'd Fallacies I can elear myſelf. 
We both were betray d; the truth of which, on 
my Honour, you ſoon ſhall be convine d of: 
But till then, reſt ſecure, and do not rob me 
of a moment's Love, by an uneaſy Doubt; oi 
Joys being already too much perplex d, in our 
Fears for Lyſander. Too, too much, ſaid Eme- 
lia; but whilſt we, by an equal ſenſe of our 
Jt von find — in 4 F . 

f Miſery, that Lady, continued ſhe, (pointi 

to Bellamica, who en the was — Kor: | 
her Care about Emelia, having ſeated herſelf, 
by a Flood of Tears ſhowed how ſenſible Ly- 
fander's Wound had touchd her very Soul) 
whoſe'Grief for our Son is not leſs than ours, 
haas none to confolate her: The dear abſent 
| Youth; in whom all her Joys and Happineſs 
are lodg d, perhaps this moment breathes his 
laft——— Oh, ftabbing Thought ! — Sure 
Bellamira,. purſued ſbe, we cannot outlive it. 
I hope, anſwer d that afflified Lady, I ſhall not; 
for the very fear of it has ſtruck me with'a 
moſt terrible Pain. A few moments Emelia 
forgot her own. Grief, to moderate hers ; and 
told Claronville how paſſionately Lyſander lov d 
her, with how little leſs Tenderneſs ſhe re- 
turn'd it—extoll'd her worth, and at the ſame 
time 


In 
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In which fad Employment the time wa: 
ſpent, till they landed, which Olariur too 
care ſhould not be before 3 was- fir 
carried to the Count's Houle ;- where; accor- 
ding to his expectations, this diſtreſs 4 Mo- 
cher 'begp'd to ſee her Son; which he oppoſed 
by Entreaties, and too juſtly inforced Reaſons 
nor to conquer her tenderly paſſionate Deſires; 
he aſſuring her, that nothing but Compoſure 
cobid fave _ thac the leaſt diſorder'd Paſ- 
fion, ocoafion'd> either by Joy or Grief, would 
mallibly ſet his Wound bleeding a- freſn. 
This admirable Friend inform'd hef, That as 
ſoon as he was recover d, his firſt Queſtion was 
to know if ſhe and Brilanura were out of dan- 
ger; and thar having learn'd from him they 
wete both under Clarumvillès Care, and coming 
with him to his Houfe, that News ſo tranſ- 
ported Lyſander, that the Surgeon fear d it 
would have been fatal. Judge then, Madam, 
aid Olarius, Wherher the more delightful 
knowledge of your being his Mother, and by 
that means the certainty of obtaining this ami- 
able Lady, whom 1 find he paſſionately loves, 
will not raiſe in him a Joy too exquiſite for 
him to ſupport, and in a moment deſtroy what 
you and all of us foeagerly, 10 earneſtly de- 
fire to fave Delia yielding, waited with 
Bellumira, both tormented with a thouſand 
heart-breaking Fears, to hear their Doom 
from the Surgeon's mouth. How do they 
tremble, and how do their Hearts throb, when 
he appears, before he tells them, the Wound 
indeed is very dangerous, but they hope not 
mortal, if right Care be taken! And bow do 
heir Hearts leap with Joy at the delightful 
D* 8 CECCCCCCCCCCC INT Words, | 
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Words, Pa, bope not ALY, 8 e 
d too is rejoic'd, and all his Thoughts 
are now pio) d. oh. Love, © and his mon 
Emelia, eee nh 
Care being taken to Lane the Villains in 
the 8 whom for ſome reaſon they 
do not think fit to ſend to Priſon; the Ladies, 
with Olarius, and the now happy Husband, by 
a ſhort Repaſt, having a little refreſh'd their 
haraſs'd. Spirits ; the Count, deſirous; to  ſa- 
tisfy Emelia's, Doubts, and compleat the Hap- 
pineſs of finding her, begins his Vindication 
5 the following manner. 

I myſt, my dear Emelia, ſaid 2 "a forced 
to go back as far as my bringing you acquainted 
wich Marimont ; who dying, own'd that he be- 
ing charm d with your e at the Play, 
began with me the Argument about Wit, be- 
lieving your rare and exquiſite Form had in- 
ſpir d me with. thoſe favourable Sentiments I 
always had for your Sex. You know, purſued 
be, how! his Wile prevail'd on my Weakneſs; 
and having thus obtain d the ineſs to con- 
verſe with my Emelia, his Defires increas d: 
And if Love could enter into a Heart ſo wicked, 
ſurely you inſpir d him with the moſt violent 
one that could poſſeſs the Soul of Man, tho at 
the ſame time he found on your bare ſuſpect- 
ing of it, that you with a 2 and Vir- 
tue neyer enough to be extoll'd, ſhunn'd it 
ang him, by refuſing his Viſits : Which convin- 

him there was no way to gain your Love, 
— by making a Breach between us two, he at 
firſt try d every artful Inſinuation to poſſeſs 


me with an ill Opinion of you; and that like- 


wiſe Proving ineffectual, he at — formed 
in 
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in his miſehievous Brain a Scheme that accom- 
pliſh d his eruel Purpoſe. © Havin by _— 
gained on your "Maid to fteal the 228 
Cabinet, by which means ſeeing alt my 
ters, he diſcover d the Order we intended 
ſhould be known to none but ourſelyes ; which 
being what he wanted, (who, amongft other 
Ingenuities, could counterfeit any one's Hand) 
he begins to put in practice his Deſign, by 
telling a Coxcomb I had a Miſtreſs I was ex- 
tremely fond and jealous of, and that it would 
make excellent Sport, if one Nit ight he would 
teaze me on that Subject: Which the unthink- 
ing Fool giving in to, according to'Marimont's 
direction, he firſt be n to hint, and then ex- 
mb it, in ſo plain Terms, that fired with his 
nfolence, I treated him in a manner that muſt 
have proved fatal to one of us, had not Mari- 
mont pretended to interpoſe; who urged, tho' 
it was very weak in him to boaſt, yet before 
I ought to expreſs ſuch a deſperate Reſent- 
ment, he would have me ſure Emelia was 
worthy of it, by ſeeing whether you would 
come at his Appointment. The Spark, inſtru- 
cted by him, pretended a great Surprize at 
my doubring, it, vow 'd he thought you had 
been too free of your | Favours to 4 them 
eſteem'd ch, for to his certain knowledge, 
you frequentiy met Gay-fly at a Houſe: that 
was maintain 8 by ee ee ſuch fort 
of Lovers. TE 
"Me ene : ſaid Gareis, that: be Yor b 
would not ſuffer this Fool to Tee you; he be- 
ing too ſenſible of your Beauty's Power, fear d 
it might influence him to unravel the Secret; 
and the Spark urging, he was ſure you would 
Pax T III. 1 ſee 


38 The PRU DE. 
ſee Gay-fly, with whom you were more inti- 
mate than himſelf,” at laſt by his confident Aſ- 
ſeveration, join'd with Marimont's ſuſpicious 
Manner,-whom I more relied on, I agreed, as 
they ſaid, to be convinced. This was the oc- 
caſion, purſued the Count, of my coming home 
in ſuch a ftrange Humour; and had I not been 
infatuated, certainly what you ſaid on that 
occaſion, ought to have made me diftruſt all 
the World, rather than Emelia. I thought I 
had enough warned you of any Contrivance, 
by begging you on no occaſion to go out that 
day; which Marimont learning from your 
Maid, he wrote that counterfeit Letter, which 
brought my Emelia.to that abominable Place, 
and cauſed his barbarous Plot to ſucceed. With 
how great a Horror was I ſeized, when I ſaw 
you enter the Houſe, and enquire for Gay-fly ! ! 
J had that moment; kill'd you, had they not 
with-held me with all their force. Then, ſaid 
Emelia, interrupting him, I was. not deceiv'd, 
when I fancied I heard your Voice; you ſay- 
ing, Let me go, for I this moment will ſtab her 
perfidious Heart. But I was ſo far from fear- 
ing it, continued ſbe, that I endeavour'd with 
all my ſtrength to open the Door between us; 
when a Perſon coming into the Room, deſired 
me to walk up Stairs, ſaying, you would fol- 
low me. I know it all, purſued the Count, with 
- your Treatment of Gay-fly who, ignorant of 
your very Name, was brought thither by a 
Lore- letter Marimont writ him; and the Ulage 
he met from you on that occaſion, has often 
help'd to heighten their barbarous Mirth. But 
you were, ſaid Claronville, purſuing his Diſcourſe, 
no ſooner removed from my fight, than I be- 
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n to think all that was paſt a terrifying 
— and imagining ſome Fiend had ta- 
ken your Form to perplex and torture me, I 
ran like one diſtracted to your Houſe; Mari- 
mont following me, (tho n me 

he 


was hid from you by the Maid, as he ſince told 
me.) Not but you, doubtleſs, heard in how wild 
a manner I behaved myſelf when I found you 


ablent, my Rage being ſo great, that he would 


not truſt me for four days by myſelf. I then 
endeavour'd, by hard drinking, to drown my 
Senſes, and with em the tormenting Pangs 
your imagin'd Inconſtancy had cauſed; that 
cruel Fiend owning, in thoſe moments, he of- 
ten repented his Villany, but having enter'd, 
he muſt now go through with it. By me he 
was commiſſion's to viſit you, and ſee in what 
manner you would behaye yourſelf. I then 
withdrew to my Father's, to try there, if poſ- 
ſible, to compoſe my afflicted Mind; but with 
what increaſe was my Soul fill'd, when he 
came there to me, and inform d me you were 
ſo far from regretting what you had done, or 
being concern d at my knowledge of it, that 
now with a harden d Confidence, you permit- 
ted Gay-fly openly to viſit you, whilſt all your 
Words and Actions expreſs'd a ſcornful Ha- 
tred of me? Sure, cried Emelia, on hearing 
this, Mari mont could not be ſo inhumanly baſe, 
for he and Heaven only were witneſs of what 
Il ſuffer'd; and certainly my Afflictions would 
have pierc'd a marble Heart: Words cannot 
expreſs what my Sorrows were— nor Imagi- 
nation ſcarce form an Idea of them, I beheve, 
anſwer d Claronville, your Husband only could 
have an adequate _ of what you fuſer, 
470 2 y 
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by; the greatneſs of his own ; who like the 
ſtricken Deer, ranging round the Countries, 
ſought every Diverſion to ſooth the Pain: 
(but how ineffectual l) it would not allow a 
moment's Eaſe. Haw often have I wiſh'd: you 
preſent, only to revenge my exquiſite Tor- 
tures, by murdering you! But certainly, in the 
midſt of all theſe (as I thought) Confirmat ions 
of your Falſhood, powerful Love had brought 
me to you before you undertook that cruel 
Voyage, had not my Mother fell ſick; and her 
= 1 not ſuffering her to -_ 
from me the few days of her remaining Life, 

I was detain'd by her Death; and the Night 
tlie Ceremony of her Funeral was performed, 
Ireceived the Letter you ſent me, of your fatal 
departure. What Afﬀoniſhment and Doubts 
did it fill me with ! and how different was it 
from'.the Idea I then had of you ! your Re- 
ſentment being expreſs d ſo natural, with ſuch 
a ſelf· aſſured Innocency, that I then began not 
to fear, but hope ſome deceitful Artifice! But, 
alas! what ſatisfaction had I in that hope, 
when there was no recovering you back! I 
came immediately on it to Town, and vent 
directly to your Houſe, ; then I flew to Ma- 
rimont with your Letter, who ſtill carrying on 
his baſe Deceit, perſuaded me you were only 
withdrawn with ſome Spark into the Country. 
In which uncertainty I remain'd almoſt two 
Years, when one Night it happen'd, that be- 
ing out late, I was forced to return home a- 
foot, and the Moon giving a pleaſant Light, 
J heard: the claſhing ef Swords, and at ſome 
diſtance ſaw two Men engaged; when imme- 
diately one of them falling, I perceived = 
* | He ber 
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other making off as faſt as he could: and 
8 me to go up to the wounded 
Perſon, I was very much ſurprized to find it 
Marimont; who knowing me, with a deep 
Sigh, ſaid,” Belville, you are the only Perſon I 
ought to be afraid of ſeeing, in this laſt mo- 
ment of Life, yet I am glad Heaven has gis 
ven me this opportunity to clear the Innocent, 

and to beg Forgiveneſs for a Crime which my 
Conſcience has more ſharply reproach'd me 
with, than all my other Offences.” On which, 
ſaid Claronville, he began to tell me 'part of 
what L have already related; when his Ago- 
nies hindering him from proeeeding, I got him 
removed to a Houſe, where his Wounds bes 
ing found mortal, he had juſt Life enough to 
finiſh his ſad Tale, and ſigned his Confeſ- 
ſion, which I got writ by one preſent; re- 
ſolving; if ever I ſhould have the happineſs of 
finding you, by that means fully to convince 
you, by how baſe an Artifice I was drawn to 
Wrong my dear Emelia. eh CET 
At theſe Words the Count taking out of a 
Cabinet the Paper, ſhew'd it to Emelia; who 
having view'd it, expreſs'd her ſatisfaction, 
to find, whatever her Sufferings had been, it 
was not either owing to the Cruelty or Falſhood 
of her Belville. And he proceeding in his 
Relation, faid, Marimont ſhowed fo fincere a 
Coneern for having been the Author of all 
—— Misfortunes, and painted your innocent 
Sufferings in ſuch lively Terms, that tho* my 
Reſentments were extreme, yet in thoſe mo- 
ments they were a little ſoften d by Pity at his 
own ſenſe of Shame and Repentance; he in- 
forming me of all your Diſtractions, your - 
: neſs, 
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neſs, and his unſucceſsful Attempts; and ad- 
died, if he had known your deſign to leave the 
Kingdom, he would have prevented it, though 
with the confeſſion of his Crime. But he ſaid, 
that happening to be a few days out of 
Town, he had not Intelligence from your Maid 
till the day of your departure; and then you 
prevented his having any ſuſpicion of your De- 
ſign, by telling him you only went for a lit- 
tle time into the Country, for the benefit of the 
Air. He pleaded theViolence of his Love, for 
the carrying on this long-diſſembled Villany, 
adding, that to the laſt of your Stay, he had 
hopes that your Neceſſities in time would bring 
you to a compliance with his Deſires. But, ſaid 
Claronville, however wretched he has made us 
both, Heaven and your Vertue prevented his 
Miſchiefs from being crown'd by Succeſs ; for 
he died in leſs than three hours after his Con- 
feſſion; and by it, left me the miſerableſt of 
Men living. I once thought the Tortures of 
ealouſy too exquiſite to be parallel d; but here 
found they were How did I 
curſe my too credulous ealy Belief! As to my 
own Sufferings, (however great they were) 
I thought my Folly juſtly merited them. But 
for you, my Soul daily felt Sorrows to think 
how many Miſeries your helpleſs Innocence 
muſt ſuffer for my inhuman Folly ; — 1 
| feared your deſtitute Fortune being inſulted by 
thoſe you went with, your enduring ftrange, 
unheard-of Misfortunes in a foreign Country; 


to which was joined, with no ſmall anguiſh of 


mind, what hard Sentiments you muſt have of 
me. Nor were you deceiv'd, anſwer d Emelia, 
Heaven knows the thoughts of your cruel 

| 1 Uſage 


Uſage alone made me miſerable; whilſt For- 
tune was laviſh in beſtowing on me her Fa- 
vours. But, purſued the now fully convinc'd 
Emelia, you have ſo fully clear d yourſelf, and 
ſo pathetically deſcribed your Sufferings, that 
I know not how to excuſe my long Conceal- 
ment; which, perhaps, added ſhe, with Tears 
in hey Eyes, may be ſeverely puniſh'd by the 
loſs of our Son, of whom you have yet made 
no mention. J No, replied he, * to acq- 
quaint you, that knowing how tondly you 


loved him, when I was enraged againft you, 


I had him remov'd;on purpoſe to torment you: 
Where, as Marimont ſaid, he did indeed ſicken 
of the Small- pox; but Providence preſery'd him 
to be my only Conſolation, who, by your loſs, 
was doubly dear to me. He was in his In- 
fancy ſo very like you, that whilſt I hugg d 
the Wl Reſemblance, it {till e back to- 
my mind, the ſtabbing thoughts of your loſs; 
tho I often wonder d what you meant by that 
Paſſage in your Letter, where you with fting- 
ing Reproaches complain of his death, till Ma- 
rimont explain'd it; who ſaid your Affection 
hung ſo much after him, that fearing it might 
be an occaſion of our meeting hereafter, he 
told you he was dead. But, my dear Emelia, 
ſaid Claronville, looking at the ſame time on 
Olarius, this admirable Friend, whom I find 
ou have forgot, though he jojn'd our Hands, 
ene, my ſad ſad Story, and ſupporting 
me with his Advice, ever ſince he was chree 
Years old, undertook the care of educating 
our Helville, who from that time was call'd 
Lyſander, I not thinking it proper to own him 
till my Father's death; and then a Letter I 
"FN . "I. re- 
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a fou, me hopes 1 ſhould 

obe time or 7 fo. I delay'd it, and 
join 'd with the Perſuafion of Olarius, who ex- 
tremely charm'd with his extraordinary Incli- 
nation to Learning, was afraid the knowledge 
of 7 0 Birth might make him grow indolent, 
and not mind what he might, n 95 
he ſhould not . hp” NN 


Here Claropville went on to inform'2 Prielia 
of their late Concern for his Melancholy ; with 
the Faffage in the Garden between fim and 
Lyſauder. On which that Lady ſmiling, ſaid, 
- believ'd ſhe could beſt explain the Meaving 

of thoſe uneaſy ambitious Deſires : And then 

ſnowing Claronville the, Letter ſhe had that day 
received from Lyſander, on reading it, the Fa- 
ther was furprized, to find what F *riendſhip 
this Morber and Son had contracted for 
each other; with the odd Chance, that whilft 
the Son was ſtriving to plead his own' Cauſe 
in Love, he mould 75 wonderfully inforce it: 
and looking on Emelig with Eyes that ex- 
preſs'd the pleaſed Satisfaction of his Soul, 
| 3h faid, 5155 that ever was bleſsd with the 
Name of Parent, would not think all their 
Cares fully recompenſed, to find a Child have 
fuch noble, fuch nile "Thoughts of them, as 
Lyſander here expreſſes! Bur, "purſued the Fu- 
ther, it's not the Name of Parent, or an 
auſtere Aſſuming, that can gain our Children 
to eſteem, love, and revere us; it muſt 
be. added. he, by ſuch falr Examples of 
Verrue, as thoſe . my Emelia, join d with 


Tendernefs, and a x generdte Preference 3 
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e 
Happineſs, to our own, by which that filial 
Love, and reſpectful Friendſhip muſt be ob- 
tained, that ſo delightfully repays all our pa- 
ternal Bleſſing.—— And, indeed, purſued he, 
flattering myſelf I ſhould find Lyſander ſuch, 
who in all his Words and Actions has ex- 
preſs'd ſo grateful a Senſe of Olariuss Friend- 
ſhip to him, together with the late ſudden Diſ- 
content that ſeized him ; I reſolved no longer 
to continue the Concealment of his Birth from 
him: And fearing ſome Difficulties would at- 
tend my owning him, from the next ſucceeds 
ing Heirs to my Title, and Eſtate, I had de- 
_ termined to withdraw from the hurry of Viſt- 
tors to a more private Seat ; where I might 
with him conſult on the eaſieſt Methods of do- 
ing it ;.. intending to acquaint him with all 
my Misfortunes, and your Lofs. We had 
begun our little Voyage with this Deſign, 
when Heaven, propitious to us, has wonder- 
fully brought you to aſſiſt and compleat, I 
hope, the happy Diſcovery. _ 


Emelia, ſeconded by Olarias and Bellamira, 
implored Heaven to make it ſuch, by the pre- 
ſervation of Lyſander; nor was Claronville's 
Eyes ſo faſten d on Emelia's ſtill Angel-like 
Form, as not wp pay a juſt regard to Bellamira's 
matchleſs Beauty: Her Birth, and excellent 
Worth being told, and deſcribed by Emelia, 
the fond Father, on that occaſion, ſaid a thou- 
fand obliging things; by which he ſhewed how 
much he not only approved, but admired his 
Son's Choice. Nor did Emelia forget, in a 
molt engaging manner, to expreſs her Obliga- 
tion to Olarius, for his extraordinary Friend- 
lip, and tender Care in the Education o 
PART III. * 2 
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Lyſander ; which he anſwer'd with Congratu- 


lations on her and Claronville's ſurprizing meet- 


ing; nor did he omit agreeably to compliment 


Bellamira, as the entire occaſion of Lyſander”s 


late Melancholy, with the Pain they had been 


in about it. But in ſpite of the Pleaſure this 
happy. Pair found in unfolding their Souls to 
each other, after ſo long an Abſence, Nature, 
and their late ſurprizing Fatigues, putting 
them in mind Reſt was needful, Emelia was 
led by the Count to his Apartment; and by 
He means Bellamira alone by herſelf, paſs'd 
the reſtleſs Night, agitated with a thouſand 
perplexing Fears for Lyſander's Life: tho at the 
ſame time ſhe was charm d with the thoughts, 
that now. no Objection could be made againſt 


her gelding up her Heart entirely to the en- 


gaging Per 


ections of that inchanting Youth. _ 

he next Morning all their Joys were in- 
creaſed, with the hopes the Surgeon gave 
them of Lyſander's recovery. All their Thoughts 
were now turned on the ſurprizing manner of 
their being forced away, with what could in- 
duce the Villains to ſo bold an Attempt; yet 


how much greater was their Surprize, to find 
a Siſter capable of ſuch an inhuman Deed! 


when Olarins going with the sog to ſee 


Thomaſos Wound dreſs'd, he confeſs'd, in 
hopes of favour, . Elifindas whole Contrivance, 
with every, particular Paſſage of their long 


| Intrigue. With how much difficulty are they 
| brought to believe it! till Thomaſo gives them 


but too convincing Proofs of the 'Truth ; and 
though the Ladies were filled with Horror on 
hearing the Relation, yet the Count's and 
Olariuss Aſtor ihment was not much on, the 
ame 


8 


The PRUD E. 67 
Fame of her unequal'd Piety having Teach'd - 
their Ears. Claronville deteſting ſuch an in- 
human Wickedneſs, according to the Severity 
of his Principles, vow*'d to make her a public 
Example; but Emelia, with reluctant Pity, 
fears the expoſing may harden her in her Of- 
fences : and Olarius joining in her Opinion, 
he yielded to their Perſuaſion; and Bellamira's 
Tears, who feels a greater Shame for her 
abandon'd Siſter, than that Lady could be 
ſenſible of, for all her monſtrous Crimes. 
_ Ekfmda returning back (as ſhe „ 
from the accompliſhment of her deteſta ble 
Crime, with a pretended Concern alarms the 
whole Country wirh their loſs; their Vertues 
cauſing them generally to be lamented. But 
Bellgrand, and the enamour d Stanorius, being 
more ſenſibly touch'd, eſpecially the Lover, 
who at the ſame time he is ſtudying how to 
recover them, rages and vows Revenge on the 
Author; not being entirely free from ſuſpect- 
ing the fair Dame herſelf. But ſhe, with 
Arts ſuperior, joining her counterfeit Grief 
to their real, pretends ſhe had ſome Fears that 
they were carried away by their own Con- 
. ſent; eſpecially Emelia, whoſe readineſs to 
follow Betlamira, ſhe, by giving it another turn, 
cauſed them indeed to believe it; having inſi- 
nuated, that ſhe ſuppoſed Lyfarder was at the 
bottom of it. By which, with a thouſand other 
invented Circumſtances, ſhe ſo fully poſſeſs d 
them with that Opinion, as to make them re- 
| ſolve that very Night to go in purſuit of H- 
ſander and the Ladies. WERE a; 
But Marcander's Health having ſuffer d too 
much by his late Difcontent, to endure the 
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fatigue of their ſpeedy Search, he ſtaid, at his 


Requeſt, with the eee de Blanville, where 


FART" the lovel Lugenia, in each other. find a 


| foy reign Remedy for their inconſolable Grief. 


he Lover and the Brother, ea eager in their 
ee of the Ladies, reach d the Town; and 
having learn d from Olariuss Domeſticks, that 


Luyſander was gone with him to the Count's, 


they determin'd to make that Nobleman a 
Vie, (Sranorius and he being very well ac- 


En to find if Lyſauder 1 is really with him, 


had.only order'd it to be 2 out, to dif- 
guiſe his abſence with the Ladies. 
But how ſurprized are they, and how. con- 


Feed | in their Opinion, and Elifiud#'s feigned 


_ Suſpicion, when, on their making ſome enquiry, 
they find the Country People full of a confu- 
La. Story, that a Veſſel was ſeized, and fix 
Men brought bound to the Count's, with two 
Ladies, whoſe Deſcription exactly anſwer d 
thoſe they are in purſuit of! On which they 
did not much = It, before they went directly 


to the Count's, and asked for 1 the Wies by 


their Names. 
Emelia, and her dear Claromvile, were by 
themſelves entertaining each other with 
ranſactions, when they were told of — 
Gentlemen's preſſing to {ce her and the Count. 
On bearing their Names, Emelia immediately 
order d them to be brought up, and receiv'd 
them with all the Tranſports of Joy that ſuch 
a happy Delivery could occaſion: Tho, after 
the firſt Ceremonies were over, perceiving by 
Bellgrand's Behaviour, his Suſpicions, ſhe be- 
Sh to acquaint them with all that had paſt; 
Vn da $ * her x Ser to o take the Air 0 
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the Water that Evening, and how ſhe, to di- 
vert an unuſual Melancholy, choſe to accom- 
pany them; with their being ſeiz d and dragg d 
into the Veſſel, and lock d up in a little dirty 
Cabin, where (to prevent their Cries) their 
Mouths were ſtopp'd till it grew dark, and 
they had gone ſome Leagues 3 the River; 
and that then two ill-looking Ruffians ap- 
proaching with Lights, by their Behaviour, 
made them fear the worſt Misfortune: She 
fartller inform d the Gentlemen, that be- 
ing ſo much in the Villains power, ſhe offer © 
them very conſiderable Rewards, to releaſe 
her and Bellamira; at the ſame time intima- 
| * to them, what Pumſhments they mult ex- 
pect, if they proceeded in their baſe Deſign : 
And how that Thomaſo, a little ſtartled, be- 
gan to relent, till the Ruſſian (that dragg d 
or help'd her into the Veſſel after Belamira, 
and was the Perſon. that ſtabb'd Hſander) 
plainly told her, he was too well acquainted 
with both their Circumſtances, to part with 
either of them, till he and Thomaſo' became 
Maſters of their Perſons, and hy that means 
of their Wealth. She then deſcribed what 
Danger they were in, till the happy moment 
Lyſander came to their relief, and how fatal it 
was like to have prov d to him. 
Claronville then taking up the Diſcourſe, 
told the Gentlemen, all the Perſons belonging 
to the Veſſel were under confinement, deſiring 
them to hear flom the Villains themſelves: the 
female Machiavellian that had contrived and 
fer thoſe Wretches on to act in that manner. 
Which Words of the Count's not only regalld 
to Kanoriuss mind, all his paſt Suſpicions of 
£5 9 1 > "Eee, 
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'Elifinda, but poſſeſs'd him with a thouſand 
Tho had Bellgrand been a Perſon 


1 - 


mew ones : 
of deeper Penetration, he had too ſettled an 


Opinion of her Vertue, to have a Thought 
that way, en,, | 


But Sanorins, impatient to be ſatisfied in his 5 
Doubts, immediately accepting Claronville's 


offer to ſee 77 homaſo and the reſt, with Olarius, 
they were paſſing through a Gallery to go to 


them, when an Accident happen'd thad a ſe- 


; cond time alarm'd them with terrible Fears 
for Lyſander's Life: For Bellamira, who was 
ſenſible how much his happy Parents were 


pleaſed to enjoy a few hours undifturb'd in 


the dear Society of each other, often took oc- 
calion to leave them alone, and by it give a 


77 Looſe to her own Thoughts and Paſ- 
ion 


; which by her late Obligation to Lyſander, 
join d with the knowledge of his Birth; was 
increaſed to a height not to be deſcribed: In 
thoſe Contemplations, how little does ſhe fear 
her Brother's forcing her to marry Stanorius ! 
and what a flood of Joy over-power'd' her 
Soul, when ſhe heard he was out of danger! 
and how often did ſhe bid the lazy Mo- 
ments fly, to bring the happy one, in which 
ſhe may call Lyſander her own! and in what 
a Series of uninterrupted Delights, does ſhe 
hope to paſs her days! — Not but theſe 
charming Thoughts were often damp'd with 
intruding Doubts, that adverſe Fortune may 
fill raiſe ſome unexpected Difficulty, to ſever 
them: | Nay, ſhe often trembled with the 
thoughts, that he, perhaps, like his inconſtant 
Sex, may change; and fear d the knowledge 
Ff his Birth might cauſe! him to ceaſe that ro- 


ſpectful 
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ſpectful Tenderneſs which had made ſo fr mn g 
an Impreſſion on his Heart. 


q f ; 4 


In theſe pleaſing, and ſometimes perplexing 
Thoughts, as ſhe was wandering t hro ſeveral 
Apartments, ſhe was at length inſenſibly led to- 
wards  Lyſander's, who had not yet been ſo 
bleſs d as to ſee her; though the Count and 
Olarius, by degrees, had taken care to encou- 
rage him with the hopes of obtaining that 
Lady; which did more than all the Phyſici- 
ans Axt towards his Cure... | t 
Bellamira finding herſelf at his Chamber- 
door, (which ſtood half open) and percei- 
ving all ſilent, ventures firſt to look in, and 
ſeeing no body in the Room, but the Curtains 
drawn cloſe, tho ſhe trembled at the thought 
of what ſhe was doing, yet Love made her 
advance, and often ſtopping to liſten, ſhe 
ſometimes fancied ſhe heard him breathe as if 
aſleep ; but her Ears not continually keeping 
the Sound, ſhe is immediately alarm*dwith the 
frightful Thought, that perhaps he is dead. 
Long ſhe could not bear it, e er ſhe gather d 
the Courage to approach to his Bed-fide, and 
gently putting by the Curtains, there beholds 
him lying on the Bed faſt aſleep. How de- 
lightful was this View to Bellamira ! and how 
many new Charms does ſhe diſcover in that en- 
gagingYouth ! His paleneſs calling her mind 
her late extreme Obligations to him, fills her 
Soul with a thouſand tender Tranſports un- 
deſcribable.——- But this fair Gazer was not 


long thus employ'd, e er the Glare of Light, 

that ſtruck full in his Face, by the moving of 
the Curtains, wakes him: which ſhe percei- 
Ving, attempted to fly away, had not Lyſander 
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ſtopp'd her, and by a thouſand Entreaties pre- 
vailed. on her to ſtay a few moments. But 
tho? ſhe could not tell how to refuſe his Re- 
ueſt, ſo ſuitable to her own Inclination, yet in 
Confuſon often looking towards the Door, as 
if afraid of being catch d in her innocent Viſit, 
ſhe ſaid, I owe Lyſander too much, to refuſe 
him ſach a rrifle as my Company, did I not fear 
if Emelia ſhould know it, ſhe would never 
forgive me. Which words Lyſander taking in 
a ſenſe as if that Lady was become his Ene- 
my, ſaid, (looking on her wich a dejected Air) 
Then how deceitful are all Pretences of Friend- 
ſhip, ſince Emelia is fo cruel as you repreſent ! 
Or what inhuman Fiend, continued he, has fo 
lately changed thoſe favourable Sentiments ſhe 
was pleaſed this very Morning to expreſs for 
me: She then encourag'd me with ſuch glorious 
Hopes, as Monarchs might only deſire to aſpire 
to. Do not doubt, anſwer d Bellamira „Per- 
ceiving his miſiake, but Emelia eſteems and 
loves you far beyond all that you can think 
or hope. Alas! replied he, ſtill dejected, how 
little will it avail, and how very miſerable am 
I, if ſhe refuſes to aſſiſt me in the only thing 
that can cauſe me to entertain a Thought, a 
Wiſh of Happineſs > Do not fear, or talk of 


 Miſeries, reſumed ſhe, for I dare warratit you, 


Fortune waits to beſtow on you her Favours 
in ſo laviſh a manner, that I believe neither 
your Hopes, nor Wiſhes, can reach at a more 
extenſive Happineſs than is-ordain'd for Ly- 
Jander. The ſerious manner with which ſhe 
deliver d this, cauſing him to look on her with 
Amazement, ſhe proceeded to ſay, You would 


not queſtion the truth of this, did you know 


With 
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with: what difficulty I reſtrain from telling 
you things that would make your Wonder 
great as your Joy; but then, purſued ſbe, beware 
of being too: ambitious, and remember Bella- 
mira only eſteem d Lyſauder for his Vertues. 
The Bluſhes accompanying her Words, ä 
the tranſported Lover to judge them ſtill more 
to his advantage, throwing himſelf at her Feet; 
he ſaid, Divinely excellent«Bellamiya,” do not 
imagine Jever entertain'd an 1 
but where you were concern d: No, added 
be, the Powers above are my witneſs, that 
all my Hopes and exrtavagant Deſires are cen- 
ter d in you alone: — I could wiſh, I had 
the command of Empires, to convince you how 
much I prize you above them; and if I am ſo 
bleſs'd, to obtain your Eſteem, I ſhall think 
myſelf far happier than the greateſt Monarch 


the Earth contains. In a few days, ſaid Bella- 
mira, (at the ſame time obliging him to riſe) 
I ſhall ſee how: Lyſander eſteems me, and ſhall 
be convine d whether you'll prefer me to thoſe 


whoſe Merit, perhaps, as well as Fortunes, are 
extremely ſuperior to mine. But the paſſionate 
Lover anſwering her with Proteſtations that 
expreſs d the Sincerity of his Paſſion, her Doubts 
were ſatisfied; and now believing how infi= 
nitely he loves, which increaſing her Tender- 
neſs, ſhe is unable longer to contain the fatal 
Secret: and looking on him with Eyes that 
ſhow d how much ſhe participated in his Hap« 
pineſs, ſhe ſaid, Methinks, Lyſander, I am too 


much indebted to you, not to wiſh to be the 


Perſon that ſhould tell you the delightful News 


that Emelia is your Mother. On which 


the aſtoniſh'd Youth often repeating Emelia, 
Emelia : 
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lia my Mother! without being able to utter 
þ wk amy Moti Yes, ſaid r her 
| Diſcourſe; ſhe diſcover d you for her Son, when 
you lay wounded in the Veſſel; and had yu 
then, added ſte, been ſenſible, or could have 
her extreme Grief, how the wrung her 
lands, and how faſt the Tears flowed, you 
uſt have 0wn'd ſo great, ſo uncommon 'a 
cern could Have pr ed from nothing 
| teſs. than maternal Tendernefs. —— Oh; 
hee de egg or i Lande (by what ſhe ſaid, 
ve it) is it poffible that the 
a: lem Eiveta thould be my Mother 
Oh! give me leave, added he, tranſported bey youd 
ni, give me leave, my Soul's Joy, to 
myſelf at her Feet, and hear che on- 
— 1 case 
Emelia and the Gene appebiag juſt 
chen to paſs by. the Chamber to go to Thomaſo, 
he ſtaid not for Bellamira's refuſing or grant- 
ing his R veſt, but immediately running to 
felis — kneeling at her F —> he ſaid, If T 
am your Son, give me leave thus to pay mi 
| 3 Thong h ſomewhat nr 
Emelia 8 ler Arms about his Neck, 
aid, Tes, Lyſander, you are my Son, ——my 
Child. Long did ſhe hold him in her Arms; 
che Exceſs of both their Joys ſu brenne 
Spe ech, vented itſelf in a Flood akk Tes 
| he Cout looking on them with the ow 
e rted Delight, waited, as ſoon as Emelia 
had [leaſed him, to receive him in his 
Arms: When the Youth firſt broke the filence; 
As then the generous Emelia my Mother? Am 
1 ſo blefs'd! Ohl how: "excellently kind 
e ever to me! and Tow did "ny Soul 
. * 4 1 re- | 


Tears recompenſed, which 1 
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revere you, though ignorant of the Cauſe 
And how, dafuer'd. oe, ars all thoſe bitch 
| 1 ſhed for your 
imagin'd Death, to find my dear, my oy 
Child, the valuable Lyſander . But, purſued 
Emelia, (having a little recover'd herſelf; and 
firſt looking on Claronville, and then on Lyſander 
you are my Child, and as the greateſt Bleſſk 
a Mother can beſtow, I here preſent rg yd 
a Father, whoſe Worth you are too-well' ac 
quainted with, not to make your Happineſs 
compleat—— Claronville at the ſame time 
open'd his Arms to receive him. But the 
Youth being too much over-power'd by this 
additional Bleſſing, only ſaid, My Lord, 
my Lord! —— and fell in a Swoon at his 
Feet. On which, all their exquiſite 
Joy, in a moment, is turned into dreadful 
Fears; his diſtracted Parents immediately had 
him convey'd back to his Bed; nor was 
Bellamira leſs grieved, being preſent at 
all that paſsd; and ſenſibly touchd with 
her indiſcreet Diſcovery, by her paleneſs and 
trembling ſhows a deeper Concern than 
any Sorrow could expreſs.—— Which 
Stanorius obſerving, together with the knows 
ledge of Lyſander's Birth, he is filled with 
Deſpair : —— But though he loved his 
Pleaſures, and was no ſtrict obſerver of Mos 
rals, yet there was a Generoſity in his Tem- 
per, that caus d him to be ſenſibly :tonch'd 
with this Scene of paternal Love; and tho 
his Rival, the Vertues of his Parents, and 
the Accompliſhments of that'Youth, made him 
intereſt himſelf in 1 Recovery; which * 
nth, 8 4 6 
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I fo long before they atrain'd the ho 
Deſpair 


hope of, that 
began to fpread through the Company. 
Olarius, who preſerved his Temper, when he 
ſaw him wounded, now giving him for loſt, 
deplores the Misfortune, with bitter Inve- 
ctives againſt the Perſon that had ſo unad- 
viſedly acquainted him with it; which ſticks 
fo. deep to Bellamira's Heart, that ſhe ſwoons 

away; in which condition ſhe is carried to 
her Chamber before Lyſauder is recover d, 


whom they are forced to bleed, (tho ſo lately 


wounded) e er any ſigns of Life appear. 
But as ſoon as his Senſes are a little return'd, 
Olarius and his Parents are forced to intreat, 
and beg he would moderate his Joy, which 


was too extreme to be containꝰd within bounds; 


he, with a thouſand Proteſtations, aſſuring the 
Count his Father, he would endeavour to 
make himſelf 3 of the Honour, (ſince he 
was his Son; ) nor did he omit, by a thouſand 
ateful Expreſſions, to aſſure Olarius, he 
uld ſtill eſteem him as a Father. To Emelia 


he ſaid a thouſand tender things of his paſt, 


regardful Love, and Admiration of her Ver- 


tues, and how ſecure a Confidence he always 
had in her Friendſhip. Nor did he forget, 
amidſt theſe filial Endearments, to put her in 
mind, his Soul's Happineſs was center'd in 


Bellamira, which he now hoped her Intereſt 


in Garonville, and that Family, may prevail 


on each to gain him that lovely Lady. And 


at the ſame time looking on Bellgrand, he ſaid, 


he now had hopes they would not reject him 


with ſcorn, on the ſcore of his Birth. On 


* 


which that Gentleman took an occaſion to in- 
E 
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timate to thoſe next him, what 9 he 
had always obſerv'd in -Lyſander's Behaviour 
and Manner, of a Perſon of Quality. 2 
But the violent Emotions and Tranſports of 
his Soul, having ſo diſorder'd Lyſander, that 
the Phyſicians fear d a Fever might enſue, the 
Company withdrew, and left him to Reſt: 
Where, after ſome diſcourſe on this Accident, 
by which means Belgrand and Stanorius heard 
moſt that had happen d at the meeting of Ca- 
ronville, and his dear Emelia, they both went 
with him to ſee Thomaſo ; who fully repeating 
all he before had confeſs'd of its being Ekaadas 
Contrivance, with their long Intimacy, Sn 
rius is ſnock d, tho he too well knew her, to 
doubt the truth. But Belgrand, who really 
loy'd and eſteem'd her for her admirable Ver- 
tues, in ſpite of the Probability, cannot en- 
tertain a Thought of what he heard, and ra- 
ther ſuſpected it to be an artificial Combina- 
tion to blaſt her untainted Fame; nor did he 
ſppare to expreſs his Doubts in Terms that cer- 
tainly had occaſion' d a Quarrel between him 
and the Count, had not Sanorius put an end 
to it, by thinking on a Way either infallibly to 
clear her Innocence, or more plainly convince 
her Brother of her Guilt. To which they both 
yielding, Stanorius obliged Thomaſo to write to 
- Elifinda a Letter, wherein he tells her, That 
his Companions proving treacherous to him, 
they had forc'd him aſhore, almoſt wounded 
to death, whilſt they were fled out of the King- 
dom with their. rich Prize; and at the ſame 
time | complaining of his deſtituts Condition, 
tells her, he was obliged to ſend this to intreat 
her Relief, and deſire to know her further 
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Commands; believing he might confide in th 
Bearer, who” had been very kind to him in 
that deplorable Circumſtancte. ae 

Stanorius took care to have this Letter ſent 
by a Servant of his, whom Eliſinda was unac- 
quainted with, and in whoſe Integrity he could 
confide : And after ſome Inſtructions, he was 
ep away that very Night, that he and 

rand might the ſooner be ſatisfied by the 
manner of her Anſw er. 

In the mean time, they accepted Claronville''s 
Invitation to ftay at his Houſe, till the return 
of the Meſſenger : The different Cares that per- 
plex d each, made the Time tediouſly paſs a- 

way, eſpecially the uneaſy Brother, and the de- 
ſpairing Standrius, who plainly diſcover'd Bella- 
mira's violent Paſſion by her extreme Grief ; 
which, together with the knowledge of Lyſan- 
der's Birth, and the Temper of Claronville, 
made him believe it impoſſible now to obtain 
her: Nor did he queſtion but Belgrand's Am- 
bition would foon incline him to conſent — = 
Thus finding Reſiſtance would be in vain, he 
begins to refſect how little Happineſs could be 
expected in a Wife, whoſe Heart is another's ; 
all which joining together, tho* the Struggle 
is ſevere, Reaſon at laſt gains the Victory, and 
he reſolves, as ſoon as the Meſſenger returns 
from Eliſiuda, to free that noble Family from 
all Perplexities, by generouſly reſigning. her 
to Lyſauder. ee en, et yok, 

But if Sanorius endur'd many Tortures in 
endeavouring to free himſelf from the Charms 
of Bellamira, that Lady was a thouſand times 
more tormented, when the was recover'd from 
her faintneſs, and began to refle& on the _ 

chie 
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chief Me had oecaſion'd. Olariuss Reproaches = 
(though he was ignorant of the fair Offender) 
made her think herfelf guilty of a Crime un- 
pardonable: With what Horror was ſhe ſeiz d, 
on the bare Fear that it might prove fatal to 
Lyſander ! She could not ſupport it, and had 
abandon'd herſelf to the moſt violent — — 
when Enelia came into the Room, and findi 


bo extremely diſconſolate, that admirable 


embracing her with tenderneſs, ſaid, My dear 
hid,” let me dry” your Tears with thetplea 
s that 'Lyſander is fevivd, and will, 
hope, hve to recompenee this dear Con- 
cern for him. TO which that amiable 
Lady reply d, ftill in Tears, Tho' I intereſt 
niyfelf in every thing that contributes to yours, 
or Zyſantler's Happifeſs, yet, alas! What hopes 
hate 1 My crüel Brother is _ „and will 
Tilt on i arry anorius; and perla 
Wen be Ads: me weibl. 'd againtt i it, will * 
fuſe me my Fortune; and can 1 then ex pect 
or 'thitik'te Count will be ſo indulgent to 155 
Sbn's Paſſion (ſhould Eyſander ſtill efteem me) 
As to accept me without one? Emelia ſmiling 
at her Fears, told her, ſhe need not be in any 
Perplexity on that ſcore, for ſhe was too well 
D with Claroiville's Mind, not to be 
Fenfible that he would not ſuffer her to be of 
others but Lyſander' s; who, ſaid Emelia, I a 
ſure you, already eſteems you as '# Child, and 
has often ſaid, he thought it no ſmall addition 
to the Happineſs of finding me, that Heaven 
ſhould appoint the Education of Lyſander' s 
Wife to my care. By which obliging Diſ- 
courſe, Enelia having freed that lovely Lady 
| from every uneaſy 14 the then own'd all 
that 
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that had-paſs'd between her and Lyſander, and 
how ſhe | acquainted him with the pleaſing 
News of his Birth, being envious that any one 
7 ſhould have the Happineſs to inform him 
But the next morning early, the impatient 
Emelia going to ſee her Son, found him ex- 
tremely diſorder d for want of Reſt ; the vio- 
lent Emotions of the Mind, occaſion'd by his 
extravagant Joy, too often proving as pre ju 
dicial as thoſe of extreme Grief. And tho 
Olarius, who had never ſtirr'd from his Bed- 
fide, had inform'd him of moſt that heretofore 
has been mention'd concerning his Parents, yet 
he prevails on Emelia again to acquaint him 
with ſeveral Paſſages, particularly thoſe in 
which Bellamira was concern d: and that fond 
Mother neither conceals from him that Lady's 
equal Paſſion for him, Elfinda's Contrivance, 
nor Sanorins's being his Rival; and cloſing 
her Diſcourſe wih Aflurances, that neither the 
Brother nor Lover ſhould hinder his obtaining 
the inchanting Bellamira; and to confirm her 
Promiſes, ſhe aſſures him the Count his Fa- 
ther's Reſolutions are the ſame. This had ſo 
great an effect on Lyſander, that his oys thus 
compleat, the reſtleſs Agitations of his Mind 
. a and Sleep that had been long abſent, 
now bringing her balmy Aſſiſtance to his aid, 
confines him in her - refreſhing bands. When 
he waked, he finds himſelf almoſt perfectly re- 
cover d; which as ſoon as Emelia is inform d 
of, ſhe taking Bellamira with her, goes to him: 
But I ſhalt not pretend to deſcribe the delight- 
ful Converſation that paſs'd between the happy 
Mothers, and the no leſs: happy * wn 


— 


doubtleſs,” thought they were too Toon inter- 
Belgrand and Sangrius : And ghole Gentlemen, 
in very obliging Terms, congratulating Zy/auger 
on, the happy turn in his Fortune, with. the 
other Incidents that had happen d, which he 
anſwering with Expreſſions equally complain 
fant, abundance of agreeable, gallant things 
were {aid on all ſides. When Hanorius's Man 
brought back an Anſwer from Eliſnda, which 
being given to her Brother to open and read, 
he ſcarce look d it over, but in a rage he flung 
it on the ground with violent Invectives, not 
only againſt Eliſinda, but the whole Sex, accuy 
ſing them all of Deceit, Hypocriſy, and Impy+» 
dence. In the mean while, Stqnorius took the 
Letter, and read theſe Words 


Eliſinda 20 Thomaſo. 


Den ee Groen tnt 

Flite yombgue eſcaped, and are like to. do well, 
Jam not much grieved at what has happen d; 
a fair Windtothem! or rather, may augry Waves 
and tempeſtuous Storms combine to fink them in 
Money as I believe you'll want, till you are re- 
cover d; then come to me : tho for fear you ſhould 
be known by the Servants, I would: have you ſend 
the Perſon now intruſted to fetch 1a Key of 'the 
Garden, where my dear Thomaſo ſball find his 
Maranda, and be convinced uo Delights are to 
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Or any body's elſe, cry d Stanorius, (when 
be read the Letter :) But it's impoſſible to re- 

nt all that was ſaid ein har Wande d 

ady on that occaſion. Hanorint, perhaps, a 
little piqued at diſcovering ſo deſpicable a Ri- 
val, reſolving to be reveng d, more inflames 
her Brother againſt her, by acquainting him, 
he was not ignorant of other Practices of the 
ſame nature: nor did Lyſander ſpare to inform 
the Company of the Adventure of the Maſque- 
rade, whieh incenſed Belgrand to fo high a 
degree, that' with a Rage he vows her Death : 
And, alas! how ſoon will that unhappy Lady 
ay too dearly for her mean Pleaſures! and 
w little will her Hypocriſy avail, to ſcreen 
her from the all-ſeeing Judge! Her cruel 
Envy, and implacable Revenge, join'd to her 
other Crimes, has already condemn'd her ; 
and who can ſee her very Lovers, the parta- 
kers of her paſt Pleaſures, now become the 
Inſtruments of her Deſtruction, without trem- 
bling at Divine Anger? For the unpitying 
Stanorius having perſuaded them, that nothing 
but the confronting her to her Face, can make 
her own her Guilt,and lay aſide herlong-worn 
Hypocrifies, he contrived that Thomaſo, who in 
a few days was recover'd enough to undertake 
Lach a Journey, ſhould meet her in the Garden, 
as ſhe had directed; whilſt her Brother, with 
the reſt, ſhould be planted in Places to hear 
all that paſs'd between em. And accordingly 
Stanorius's Man, being firſt ſent to fetch the 
. Key of the Garden, and all this Company ſet- 
ting out with Thomaſo, by. deſign reſolving not 
to arrive at Emelia's till it was dark; and 
then Lyſander with the Ladies firſt enter'd the 
TT po” * Mi 7 ++ Gary 
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Garden, ———— The Gentlemen ſur- 
rounding Thomaſo, follow him till they per- 
ceived from a Summer-houſe, a Light that 
eaſily directed Thomaſo to Elifinda: who throw- 
ing her Arms about his Neck, received and 
welcom'd him with a thouſand ſtifling Kiſſes, 
and the kindeſt Expreſſions of Love and Joy. 
But fatal would they have proved to 7 
maſo, had not that Company prevented a ſtill 
horrider Deſign, if any can be, beyond that 
ſhe practiſed on her innocent Siſter; who, as 
ſoon as they ſaw the endearing Welcome ſhe 
ave him, wanting no farther Proof to con- 
found her, they all immediately enter d upon 
her at ſeveral Doors. Belgrand was the 
firſt that ſpoke to her, whoſe Reſentment and 
Anger was ſo extreme, that Olarius and 
Lyſander were forced to ſtep between the 
incenſed Brother, and that guilty Lady, for 
fear he ſhould do her ſome fatal Miſchief. — 
All that could be ſaid on her ſhameleſs Vi- 
ces, her pretended Piety, and aſſuming Ver- 
tues, whilſt her blacker Heart was praiſing 
unheard of Crimes, was utter'd by the enra- 
ged Belgrand on this occaſion. . Nor did 
Stanorius forget to reproach. her with his 
Rival in ſo contemptuous a manner, as alone 
was enough to drive her mad. Lyſander too, 
let her underſtand, he was afraid this Diſco- 
very would vex her worſe, than his diſappoint- 
ing her at the Maſquerade. Nothing could 
equal the Severity of their Reproaches, and 
Ridicule, —tho' the Ladies and Olarius, 
in ſuſpenſe between Anger and Pity, ſtood 
dumb. Whilſt Eli/inda, without ſpeaking, caſt 
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on each'a wild furious Look. And in- 
deed, ber haughty Soul being poſſeſs d with 

— 24 to find to find herſelf _ 
5 ed in her Deſign: Unable to ſa 

„ ſhe — 1 =? from a Table, on w ich 
there ſtood a Deflert with Wine pr r'd for 
mom | ur'd into a Glaſs a large Draught, 
nch drinking down, ſhe 4 65 to chem with 
,Tam now-paſt Inf Infults ; and then with 


a violence breaking from them, ſhe went 
des to her Chamber. But her words ama- 
ts all, they began to examine the Bot- 


fle from 'whehce the took it; and finding the 
Wine in it of a darker Colour, and infinitely 
thicker than the reſt, thi began to fear the 
had done herſelf fothe d te Miſchief, tho? 
they could not gueſs on what occaſion fo deadly 

re thould be mix d With the reſt of the 


But, alas! they wete too FO inform'd ; 
for that cruel Woman believing what Tho- 
iaſo had wrote her, determin'd to filence 
| him for ever with a Doſe of Opiate; imagi- 
ning (as ſhe afterwards own a). that when ſhe 
was free from him, if the Ladies by w 
means ſhould be found, they could not cha 
or fuſpect her; telli them, the deſign d, a ter 

ſhe had given it to bomaſo, firſt to get her 
Ke from him, and then ſend him away, 

e er it had caſt him into an eternal Sl 

Their Suſpicion of what ſhe had done, ſoon 
Male all the Com 525 follow her to her Cham- 
ber, the Door of which they were forced to 

break open, before they could enter: which ſo 
exaſperated that deſperate Woman, that now, 
in the moſt abandon d Language, ſhe falls on 


them 


The PRUDE 
them, and ridicules their Simplicity, in re- 
proaching her Actions, telling them they AT 
all ſuch, tho yet undiſcover d, or elſe inſipi | 
Ideors ; addi. if they had that ( 

and Humanity they. pretended to; the-only Fa- 

vour they now couſd do . was to, dear 
ber undifturbb d. hut I know, cominu⁰,E4i 
= with Fury an her. Looks, you are come to 
pp 2 
ſhe, diſdaining ſuch Nonſenſe, — 
you, who always acted according to my Opr- 
nion — Many horrid. Blaſphemies ſhe chen 

utter d, unfit to be ; till at laſt, Ola- 

rius perſuading the Teſt to leave het; began 
ro difcourſe — und urg d her Repentance in 
o Aa manner, mixing his Reproaches 
| with — Gentleneſs, and ſo tender a Con- 
cern for her future Happineſs, that though at 
: firſt ſhe ſeem'd not to heed him, but reſfleſly 
tofs, and turn about, raging like one mad ; 
that excellent Man's Diligence, at laſt brought 
her to a ſenſe of her Crimes, with the horrid 
Reflection, how ſoon ſhe was going to anſwer, 
where there was no Reprieve, that ſhe began 
to have a ſenſe of them, and with bitter 
Tears and Sorrows, to lament all ſhe had done. 
'Then ow the Poiſon ſhe had drank - ſhe 
deſign d for Lomaſo, how did ſhe with for Life 
in thoſe moments, to repent and expiate her 
paſt Offences, by real Examples of Vertue, Pi- 
ety, and Charity? — Which, alas! was now 


in vain, — her generous Friends, when they 
knew of what ſhe had done, no Care nor 
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ee was wanting; ; "WER _ ſhe ſul- 


lenly 
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ng, at laſt came too late to expel 
the Poiſon that had reach'd her Brain. 
_ —Emeliaand the reſt took care, as much aspoſ- 

fible,ro conceal her black Story, and the manner 
of her Death, from the World. Her Fortune fell 
equally between Bellamira and her Brother, who 
had her buried privately; and Saniſſa, who was 
diſcover d by her to have been her Confi- 
dant in her Adventures, was immediately 
diſcarded from their Friendfhip or Acquain- 
tance— As for the reſt of the Villains, they 
were diſcharg d without any Puniſhment ; tho” 
indeed Thomaſo, not caring to truſt to their 
- mercy, took the opportunity of their Surprize 


about Elfindain the Garden, to eſcape away. 


But whatever Confuſion that Family might 
be in concerning Eliſinda, yet the Reſpect all 
the neighbouring Gentry had for Emelia and 
Bellamira, could not prevent their being viſited 
and congratulated on their Delivery, and the 
other happy Events. Amongſt the reſt, were 
the Chevalier de glanville and his fair Daughter, 
With Marcander, who in this time had pre- 
vail d on the lovely Widow, to join with him 
2 yr yl ho ip axttobliginn Rake 
2 s having, by an obliging Reſig- 
nation of Bellamira, put the happy — — 
of all pain, Olarius join d their Hands. Nor 
_ were their Parents leſs happy than themſelves; 

Emelia's long Sufferings being fully recompen- 
ſed by Claronville's tender Love; who daily 
made her ſenſible, how much he regretted his 

too credulous Belief, and raſh Jealouſy, whilſt 
the Perfections of Lyſander, and the fair Bel- 
Iamira, made them the happieſt of Parents: 
The Unity, and the regardful Duty with which 
Ly- 


2 


Lyſander return'd their Tenderneſts, made them 
the Admiration of all that knew them. That 
excellent Youth's grateful Behaviour to Olarius, 
fo charm'd that Prelate, that at His 0 
he left Hſander an Eſtate ſo conſiderable... 
that it ſeem'd as if propitious Fortune was 
pleas'd to be auſpicious to them. 


